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@) Compound objective lens having two focal points and apparatus using the lens. 

(57) A compound objective lens is composed of a hologram lens for transmitting a part of incident light 
without any diffraction to form a beam of transmitted light and diffracting a remaining part of the incident 
light to form a beam of first-order diffracted light and an objective lens for converging the transmitted 
light to form a first converging spot on a front surface of a thin type of first information medium and 
converging the diffracted light to form a second converging spot on a front surface of a thick type of 
second information medium. Because the hologram lens selectively functions as a concave lens, for the 
diffracted light, a curvature of the transmitted light differs from that of the diffracted light .Therefore, 
even though the first and second information mediums have different thicknesses, the transmitted light 
incident on a rear surface of the first information medium is converged on the its front surface, arid the 
diffracted light incident on a rear surface of the second information medium is converged on the its front 
surface. That is, the compound objective lens has two focal points. 
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The present invention relates to a compound ob- 
jective lens composed of an objective lens and a ho- 
logram lens which has two focal points, an imaging 
optical system for converging light on two converging 
spots placed at different depths of an information me- 
dium with the compound objective. lens, an optical 
head apparatus for recording, reproducing or erasing 
information on or from an information medium such 
as an optical medium or a magneto-optical medium 
like an optical disk or an optical card with the imaging 
optical system, an optical disk in which a series of 
high density recording pits and a series of compara- 
tively low density recording pits are provided, an opt- 
ical disk apparatus for recording or reproducing infor- 
mation on or from the optical disk with the compound 
objective lens, a binary focus microscope having two 
focal points in which two types of images drawn at 
different depths are simultaneously observed, and an 
alignment apparatus for aligning two types of images 
drawn at different depths with the binary focus micro- 
scope. 

2. DESCRIPTION OF THE RELATED ART: 

An optical memory technique has been put to 
practical use to manufacture an optical disk in which 
a pit pattern formed of a series of pits is drawn to re- 
cord information. The optical disk is utilized as a high 
density and large capacity of information medium. 
For example, the optical disk is utilized for a digital 
audio disk, a video disk, a document file disk, and a 
data file disk. To record information on the optical 
disk and to reproduce the information from the optical 
disk, a light beam radiated from a light source is min- 
utely converged in an imaging optical system, and the 
light beam minutely converged is radiated. to the opt- 
ical disk through the imaging optical system. There- 
fore, the light beam is required to be reliably control- 
led in the imaging optical system with high accuracy. 

The imaging optical system is utilized for an opt- 
ical head apparatus in which a detecting system is ad- 
ditionally provided to detect the intensity of the light 
beam reflected from the optical disk. Fundamental 
functions of the optical head apparatus are classified 
into a converging performance for minutely converg- 
ing a light beam to form a diffraction-limited micro- 
spot of the light beam radiated on the optical disk, a 
focus control in a focus servo system, a tracking con- 
trol in a tracking serve system, and the detection of 
pit signals (or information signals) obtained by radiat- 
ing the light beam on a pit pattern of the optical disk. 
The fundamental function of the optical head appa- 
ratus is determined by the combination of optical sub- 
systems and a photoelectric transfer detecting proc- 
ess according to a purpose and a use. Specifically, an 
optical head apparatus in which a holographic optical 
element (or hologram) is utilized to minimize and thin 
the optical head apparatus has been recently pro- 



posed. . , . : - 

2.1. PREVIOUSLY PROPOSED ART: 

5 Fig. 1 is a constitutional view of a conventional 

optical head apparatus proposed in Japanese Patent 
Application No. 46630 of 1991 which is applied by in- 
ventors of the present invention. 

As shown in Fig. 1, a conventional optical head 

10 apparatus 11 for recording or reproducing information 
on or from an information medium 12 such as an opt- 
ical disk is provided with a light beam source 13 such 
as a semiconductor laser, a\ transmission type of 
blazed hologram 14 for transmitting a light beam L1 

15 radiated from the light beam source 12 without any 
diffraction in an outgoing opt ical path and diffracting 
a light beam L2 reflected on the information medium 
12 in a returning optical path, an objective iens 15 for 
converging the light beam L1 transmitting through the 

20 hologram 13 on the information medium 14 to read 
the information, an actuator 1'6 for integrally moving 
the objective lens 15 with thfc blazed hbldgfarn 13 to 
focus the light beam L1 on the infofmatioh medium 12 
with the objective lens 1 5, and a photo detector 1 7 for 

25 detecting the intensity of the light beam L2 reflected 
on the information medium 12 to reproduce the infor- 
mation. 

As shown in Fig. 2A, a relative position between 
the blazed hologram 14 and the objective lens 15 is 

30 fixed by a fixing means 18. Or, as shown in Fig. 2B, 
a blazed pattern is formed on a side of the objective 
lens 15 to integrally form the blazed hologram 14 with 
the objective lens 15. -.*»:.. 

In the above configuration, a light beam L1 (or a 

35 laser beam) radiated from the light beam source 13 is 
radiated 'to : ;Af/:blGeM'hdlojB^-14 v /and the light 
beam L1 mainly transmits thrbugh the blazed holo- 
gram 14 without any diffraction in an outgoing optical 
path. The light beam L1 transmitting through the 

40 blazed hologram 14 is called zero-order diffracted 
light. Thereafter, the zero-order diffracted light L1 is 
converged on the information medium 12 by the ob- 
jective lens 15. In the information medium 12, infor- 
mation indicated by a series of patterned pits is re- 

45 corded and read by the zero-order diffracted light L1 . 
Thereafter, a beam light L2 having the information is 
reflected toward the objective lens 15 in a returning 
optical path and is incident to the blazed hologram 1 4. 
In the blazed hologram 14, the light L2 is mainly dif v 

50 fracted. The light L2 diffracted is called first-order dif- . 
fracted light. Thereafter, the first-order diffracted 
light L2 is received in the photo detector 17. 

In the photo detector 17, the intensity distribution 
of the first-order diffracted light L2 is detected. There- 

55 fore, a servo signal for adjusting the position of the 
objective lens 15 by the action of the actuator 16 is 
obtained. Also, the intensity of the first-order diffract- 
ed light L2 is detected in the photo detector 17. Be- 
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cause the information medium 12 is rotated at high 
speed, the patterned pits radiated by the light 17 are 
changed so that the intensity of the first-order dif- 
fracted light L2 detected is changed. Therefore, an in- 
formation signal indicating the information recorded 
in the information medium 12 is obtained by detecting 
the change in intensity of the first-order diffracted 
light L2. 

In the above operation, a part of the light beam 
L1 is necessarily diffracted in the blazed hologram 14 
when the light beam L1 is radiated to the blazed ho- 
logram 14 in the outgoing optical path. Therefore, un- 
necessary diffracted light such as first-order diffract- 
ed light and minus first-order diffracted light neces- 
sarily occurs. In cases where the hologram 14 is not 
blazed, the unnecessary diffracted light in the outgo- 
ing optical path also reads the information recorded 
in the information medium 12, and the unnecessary 
light is undesirably received in the photo detector 17. 
To prevent the unnecessary light from transmitting to 
the information medium 12, the blazed hologram 14 
is manufactured to form a blazed hologram pattern on 
the surface thereof, so that the intensity of the unnec- 
essary light received in the photo detector 17 is de- 
creased. 

Also, because an objective lens of a conventional 
microscope has only a focal point, images placed 
within a focal depth of the objective lens can be only 
observed with the conventional microscope. 

Also, a minute circuit is formed on a semiconduc- 
tor such as a group lll-V compound semiconductor to 
form a microwave circuit, an opto-electronic detector 
or a solid state laser. In this case, a photo-sensitive 
material is coated on a sample made of the semicon- 
ductor. Thereafter, a relative position between the 
sample and a photo mask covering the sample is ad- 
justed by utilizing an alignment apparatus, and the 
photo-sensitive material is exposed by a beam of ex- 
posure light through the photo mask to transfer a cir- 
cuit pattern drawn on the photo mask to the photo- 
sensitive material in an exposure process by utilizing 
an exposure apparatus. For example, an alignment 
pattern is drawn on a reverse side of the sample, and 
a relative position between the sample and the photo 
mask is adjusted with high accuracy while simultane- 
ously observing the alignment pattern of the sample 
and the circuit pattern of the photo mask with the con- 
ventional microscope. Thereafter, the circuit pattern 
of the photo mask is transferred to a front side of the 
sample. 

In this case, because images placed within a fo- 
cal depth of an objective lens utilized in the conven- 
tional microscope can be only observed with the con- 
ventional microscope, it is required to utilize the con- 
ventional microscope having a deep focal depth in the 
alignment apparatus in cases where the alignment 
pattern and the circuit pattern are simultaneously ob- 
served with the conventional microscope. Therefore, 



the magnification, of the conventional microscope 
having a deep focal depth is lowered. 

2.2. PROBLEMS TO BE SOLVED BY THE 
5 INVENTION: 

An optical disk having a high density memory ca- 
pacity has been recently developed because of the 
improvement in a design technique of an optical sys- 
10 tern and the shortening of the wavelength of light radi- 
ated from a semiconductor laser. For example, a nu- 
merical aperture at an optical disk side of an imaging 
optical system in which a light beam converged on an 
optical disk is minutely narrowed in diameter is en- 
15 larged to obtain the optical disk having a high density 
memory capacity. In this case, the degree of aberra- 
tion occurring in the imaging optical system is in- 
creased because an optical axis of the system tilts 
from a normal line of the optical disk. As the numeri- 
20 cal aperture is increased, the degree of the aberra- 
tion is enlarged. To prevent the increase of the numer- 
ical aperture, it is effective to thin the thickness of the 
optical disk. The thickness of the optical disk denotes 
a distance from a surface of the optical disk (or an in- 
25 formation medium) radiated by a light beam to an in- 
formation recording plane on which a series of pat- 
terned pits are formed. 

Fig. 3 shows a relationship between the thick- 
ness of the optical disk and the numerical aperture on 
30 condition that the tilt of the optical axis is constant. 

As shown in Fig. 3, because the numerical aper- 
ture is 0.5 when the thickness of the optical disk is 1 .2 
mm, it is effective to thin the optical disk to 0.6 mm in 
thickness when the numerical aperture is increased 
35 to 0.6. In this case, even though the numerical aper- 
ture is increased on condition that the tilt of the opt- 
ical axis is not changed, the degree of the aberration 
is not increased. Therefore, it is preferred that the 
thickness of the optical disk be thinned to obtain the 
40 optical disk having a high density memory capacity. 
Accordingly, it is expected that the thickness of a 
prospective optical disk having a high density mem- 
ory capacity becomes thinner than that of a present 
optical disk such as a compact disk appearing on the 
45 market now. For example, the thickness of the com- 
pact disk is about 1.2 mm, and the thickness of the 
prospective optical disk is expected to range from 0.4 
mm to 0.8 mm. In this case, it is required to record or 
reproduce information on or from an optical disk with 
so an optical head system regardless of whether the opt- 
ical disk is the present optical disk or the prospective 
optical disk having a high density memory capacity. 
That is, an optical head apparatus having an imaging 
optical system in which a light beam is converged on 
55 an optical disk within the diffraction limit regardless 
of whether the optical disk is thick or thin is required. 

However, in a conventional optical head appara- 
tus, a piece of information is only recorded or repro- 
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duced on or from an optical disk having a f ixed thick- 
ness. For example, in cases where the thickness of 
the information medium 12 is off a regular range by 
about ±0.1 mm or more, an aberration such as a 
spherical aberration occurs when the optical head 5 
apparatus 11 is operated. Therefore, the recording or 
the reproduction of the information is impossible. Ac- 
cordingly, there is a drawback that an optical head ap- 
paratus in which a piece of information is recorded or 
reproduced on or from an optical disk regardless of 10 
whether the optical disk is the present optical disk or 
the prospective optical disk having a high density 
memory capacity cannot be manufactured in a con- 
ventional technique. 

Also, there is a problem in the conventional mi- 15 
croscope. That is, because an objective lens of the 
conventional microscope has only a focal point and 
images placed within a focal depth of the objective 
lens can be only observed with the conventional mi- 
croscope, the magnification of the conventional mi- 20 
croscope and an observed range in an optical axis di- 
rection are in a trade-off relationship. Therefore, 
there is a drawback that it is impossible to observe 
the images over a wide! observed range in the optical 
axis direction at high magnification 25 

Also, there is a problem in the alignment appara- 
tus. That is, when a circuit pattern drawn on the photo 
mask is transferred to the front side of the sample af- 
ter ah alignment pattern is drawn on the reverse side 
of the sample, the alignment of the photomask and 30 
the sample is performed by simultaneously observ- 
ing the circuit pattern of the photo mask and the align- 
ment pattern of the sample with the conventional mi- 
croscope having a deep focal depth and a low mag- 
nification. Therefore, because the conventional mi- 35 
croscope has a low magnification, there is a draw- 
back that it is impossible to align the photo mask with 
the sample at a high accuracy ranging within 5 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 40 

A first object of the present invention is to pro- 
vide, with due consideration to the drawbacks of such 
a conventional objective lens having a focal point, a 
compound objective lens having two focal points. 45 

A second object of the present invent ion is to pro- 
vide an imaging optical system having the compound 
objective lens in which light transmitting through the 
compound objective lens is converged at a diffraction 
limit on two converging spots placed at different 50 
depths of an information medium. 

A third object of the present invention is to provide 
an optical head apparatus having the imaging optical 
system in which information is recorded, reproduced 
or erased on or from one of the converging spots of 55 
the information medium at which light is converged by 
the action of the imaging optical system. 

A fourth object of the present invention is to pro- 
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vide ahigh density optical disk in which a series of 
first recording pits is formed to record pieces of infor- 
mation at high density on a thin substrate. 

A fifth object of the present invention is to provide 
an optical disk apparatus in which information is re- 
corded or reproduced oh or from the optical disk with 
the compound objective lens regardless of whether a 
series of recording pits expressing pieces of informa- 
tion is recorded or reproduced on or from the high 
density optical disk having a thin thickness or a con- 
ventional compact disk having an ordinary thickness. 

A sixth object of the present invention is to pro- 
vide a binary focus microscope having two focal 
points in which two types of images drawn at different 
depths are simultaneously observed. 

A seventh object of the present invention is to 
provide an alignment apparatus in which two types of 
images drawn at different depths are aligned with the 
binary focus microscope. 

An eighth object of the present invention is to pro- 
vide a focusing method for focusing light on an infor- 
mation medium with the optical head apparatus. 

A ninth embodiment of the present invention is to 
provide an information reproducing method for repro- 
ducing a piece of recording information recorded on 
a high density optical disk having a thin thickness. 

The first object is achieved by the provision of a 
compound objective lens having two focal points, 
comprising: 

hologram means for transmitting a part of in- 
cident light without any diffraction to form a beam of 
transmitted light and diffracting a remaining part of 
the incident light to form a beam of diffracted light, the 
hologram means functioning as a lens for the diffract- 
ed light to diverge the diffracted light from the holo- 
gram means or converge the diffracted light; and 

lens means for converging the transmitted 
light formed in the hologram means to form a first 
converging spot at a first focal point and converging 
the diffracted light formed in the hologram means to 
form a second converging spot at a second focal 
point, the second focal point differing from thefirstfo- 
cal point 

In the above configuration, a part of incident light 
transmits through the hologram means without any 
diffraction. Therefore, a beam of transmitted light not 
diverged from the hologram means or not converging 
is formed. Thereafter, the transmitted light is refract- 
ed and converged by the lens means, so that the 
transmitted light is focused on a first converging spot 
positioned at a first focal point. 

In contrast, a remaining part of incident light is 
diffracted by the hologram means. Therefore, a beam 
of diffracted light such as a beam of first-order dif- 
fracted light which is diverged from the hologram lens 
or converges is formed. Thereafter, the diffracted 
light is refracted and converged by the lens means, so 
that the diffracted light is focused on a second con- 
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verging spot positioned at a second focal point. 

In this case, because a propagation direction of 
the transmitted light differs from that of the diffracted 
light, the first focal point of the compound objective 
lens for the transmitted light differs from the second 5 
focal point of the compound objective lens for the dif- 
fracted light. Therefore, the compound objective lens 
has two focal points, and the incident light transmit- 
ting through the compound objective lens are con- 
verged on two converging points. 10 

Accordingly, the incident light transmitting 
through the compound objective lens can be reliably 
converged on an information medium regardless 
whether the information medium has a first thickness 
or a second thickness. 15 

It is preferred that a grating pattern be drawn in 
the hologram means in a concentric circle shape, the 
grating pattern of the hologram means be formed in 
relief to concentrically form alternating rows of bot- 
tom portions and top portions, a height H of relief in 20 
the grating pattern be set to H < X/(n(X)-1) where a 
symbol X denotes a wavelength of the incident light 
and a symbol n(X) denotes a refractive index of the 
hologram means made of a glass material for the in- 
cident light having the wavelength X t and a difference 25 
in phase modulation degree between the incident 
light transmitting through a bottom portion of the 
grating pattern and the incident light transmitting 
through a top portion of the grating pattern be lower 
than 2n radians to set a diffraction efficiency of the 30 
hologram means to a value lower than 100 %. 

In the above configuration, because the height of 
the relief in the grating pattern is lower than a value 
X7(n(X)-1), the difference in phase modulation degree 
is induced to be lower than 2n radians. Therefore, the 35 
diffraction efficiency of the hologram means is set to 
a value lower than 100 % over the entire grating pat- 
tern, so that the transmitted light and the diffracted 
light are simultaneously formed in the hologram lens. 

The first object is also achieved by the provision 40 
of a compound objective lens, comprising: 

lens means for converging a beam of first inci- 
dent light on a front surface of a first information me- 
dium having a first thickness T1 and converging a 
beam of second incident light on a front surface of a 45 
second information medium having a second thick- 
ness T2 (T2<T1), the first incident light passing 
through the first information medium from its rear 
surface, and the second incident light passing 
through the second information medium from its rear so 
surface; and 

aperture limiting means for selectively limiting 
an aperture of the lens means for the second incident 
light which is incident on the lens means, a second nu- 
merical aperture of the lens means for the second in- 55 
cident light which is incident on the lens means being 
lower than a first numerical aperture of the lens 
means for the first incident light which is incident on 



the lens means. 

In the above configuration, an aperture of the 
lens means for the second incident light is limited by 
the aperture limiting means, and another aperture of 
the lens means for the first incident light is limited. 
Thereafter, the first incident light is converged by the 
lens means on the first information medium at a high 
numerical aperture, and the second incident light is 
converged by the lens means on the second informa- 
tion medium at a low numerical aperture. According- 
ly, the compound objective lens has two focal points. 
Also, the intensity of the first incident light can be larg- 
er than that of the second incident light. 

The first object is also achieved by the provision 
of a compound objective lens, comprising: 

lens means for converging a beam of first inci- 
dent light on a front surface of a first information me- 
dium having a first thickness and converging a beam 
of second incident light on a front surface of a second 
information medium having a second thickness, the 
first incident light passing through the first informa- 
tion medium from its rear surface, and the second in- 
cident light passing through the second information 
medium from its rear surface; and 

curvature changing means for changing a cur- 
vature of spherical waves of a part of incident light to 
form the first incident light which is incident on the 
lens means and not changing a curvature of spherical 
waves of a remaining part of incident light to form the 
second incident light which is incident on the lens 
means. 

In the above configuration, a curvature of sphe- 
rical waves of a part of incident light is changed by the 
curvature changing means to form a beam of first in- 
cident light, and a curvature of spherical waves of a 
remaining part of incident light is not changed to form 
a beam of second incident light. Thereafter, the first 
incident light is converged on the first information me- 
dium, and the second incident light is converged on 
the second information medium. 

Accordingly, the compound objective lens has 
two focal points. 

The second object is achieved by the provision of 
an imaging optical system, comprising: 

a light source for radiating a beam of incident 
light of which a far field pattern is distributed to de- 
crease intensity of the incident light toward a periph- 
eral portion of the beam; 

hologram means for transmitting a part of the 
incident light radiated from the light source without 
any diffraction to form a beam of transmitted light 
and diffracting a remaining part of the incident light 
to form a beam of diffracted light, a grating pattern 
being formed in relief in the hologram means to con- 
centrically form alternating rows of bottom portions 
and top portions on condition that a height H of relief 
in the grating pattern is set to H < X/(n(K)-1) where a 
symbol X denotes a wavelength of the incident light 
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and a symbol n(X) denotes a refractive index of the 
hologram means made of a glass material for the in- 
cident light having the wavelength A., a difference in 
phase modulation degree between the incident light 
transmitting through the bottom portions of the grat- 5 
ing pattern and the incident light transmitting through 
the top portions of the grating pattern being lower 
than 2n radians to set a diffraction efficiency of the 
hologram means to a value lower than 100 %, the 
height H of the relief in the grating pattern being grad- 10 
ually lowered toward an outer direction of a pattern re- 
gion in which the grating pattern is drawn, and the dif- 
fraction efficiency of the hologram means for the in- 
cident light being gradually lowered toward the outer 
direction of the pattern region to distribute intensity of 15 
the transmitted light in a gently-sloping shape; and 

lens means for converging the transmitted 
light formed in the hologram means to form a first 
converging spot at a first focal point and converging 
the diffracted light formed in the hologram means to 20 
form a second converging spot at a second focal 
point. 

In the above configuration, a beam of incident 
light is radiated from a light source. Afar field pattern 
of the incident light is distributed to decrease intensity 25 
of the incident light toward a peripheral portion of the 
beam. For example, the light source is a semiconduc- 
tor laser, the far field pattern of the incident light is dis- 
tributed in the Gaussian distribution. Thereafter, the 
incident light transmits through the hologram means. 30 
In this case, because a grating pattern is drawn in re- 
lief in the hologram means and because the height of 
the relief is lower than a value X/(n(X)-1), the differ- 
ence in phase modulation degree between the inci- 
dent light transmitting through a bottom portion of the 35 
grating pattern and the incident light transmitting 
through a top portion of the grating pattern is induced 
to be lower than 2n radians. Therefore, the diffraction 
efficiency of the hologram means for the incident light 
is set to a value lower than 1 00 % over the entire grat- 40 
ing pattern, so that the transmitted light and the dif- 
fracted light are simultaneously formed in the holo- 
gram lens. In addition, because the height H of the re- 
lief in the grating pattern is gradually lowered toward 
the outer direction of the pattern region, the diffrac- 45 
tion efficiency of the hologram means for the incident 
light is gradually lowered toward the outer direction of 
the pattern region. Therefore, the incident light posi- 
tioned at a center portion of its beam are mainly 
changed to the diffracted light and the incident light 50 
positioned at a peripheral portion of its beam are 
mainly changed to the transmitted light 

Thereafter, the transmitted light is refracted and 
converged by the lens means, so that the transmitted 
light is focused on a first converging spot positioned 55 
at a first focal point Also, the diffracted light is re- 
fracted and converged by the lens means, so that the 
diffracted light is focused on a second converging 



spot positioned at a second focal point. In this case, 
because a propagation direction of the transmitted 
light differs from that of the diffracted light, the first 
focal point for the transmitted light differs from the 
second focal point for the diffracted light 

Accordingly, even though the far field pattern of 
the incident light is distributed in the Gaussian distrib- 
ution, the far field pattern of the transmitted light is 
distributed in a gently-sloping shape. Therefore, sec- 
ondary maxima (or side lobes) of the transmitted light 
can be prevented from occurring at the first converg- 
ing spot 

Also, because the height H of the relief in the grat- 
ing pattern is gradually lowered over the entire pat- 
tern region, a numerical aperture of the leris means 
for the diffracted light can be sufficiently heightened. 

The second object is also achieved by the provi- 
sion of an imaging optical system, comprising: 

a light source for radiating a beam of incident 
light of which a far field pattern is distributed to de- 
crease intensity of the incident light toward a periph- 
eral portion of the beam; 

hologram means for transmitting a part of the 
incident light radiated from the light source without 
any diffraction to form a beam of transmitted light 
and diffracting a remaining part of the incident light 
to form a beam of diffracted light, a grating pattern 
being formed in relief in the hologram means to con- 
centrically form alternating rows of bottom portions 
and top portions on condition that a height H of relief 
in the grating pattern is set to H < X7(n(X)-1) where a 
symbol X denotes a wavelength of the incident light 
and a symbol n(X) denotes a refractive index of the 
hologram means made of a glass material for the in- 
cident light having the wavelength X, a difference in 
phase modulation degree between the incident light 
passing through the bottom portions of the grating 
pattern and the incident light passing through the top 
portions of the grating pattern being lower than 2n ra- 
dians to set a diffraction efficiency of the hologram 
means to a value lower than 100 %, the height H of 
the relief in the grating pattern being gradually low- 
ered toward an inner direction of a pattern region in 
which the grating pattern is drawn, and the diffraction 
efficiency of the hologram means for the incident light 
being gradually lowered toward the inner direction of 
the pattern region to distribute intensity of the dif- 
fracted light in a gently-sloping shape; and 

lens means for converging the transmitted 
light formed in the hologram means to form a first 
converging spot at a first focal point and converging 
the diffracted light formed in the hologram means to 
form a second converging spot at a second focal 
point. 

In the above configuration, the transmitted light 
and the diffracted light are simultaneously formed in 
the hologram lens in the same manner. Also, because 
the height H of the relief in the grating pattern is grad- 
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ually lowered toward the inner direction of the pattern 
region, the diffraction efficiency of the hologram 
means for the incident light is gradually lowered to- 
ward the inner direction of the pattern region. There- 
fore, the incident light positioned at a center portion 
of its beam are mainly changed to the transmitted 
light, and the incident light positioned at a peripheral 
portion of its beam are mainly changed to the diffract- 
ed light. 

Accordingly, even though the far field pattern of 
the incident light is distributed in the Gaussian distrib- 
ution, the far field pattern of the diffracted light is dis- 
tributed in a gently-sloping shape. Therefore, second- 
ary maxima (or side lobes) of the diffracted light can 
be prevented from occurring at the second converg- 
ing spot. 

Also, because the height H of the relief in the grat- 
ing pattern is gradually lowered over the entire pat- 
tern region, a numerical aperture of the lens means 
for the transmitted light can be sufficiently height-, 
ened. 

The third object is achieved by the provision of an 
optical head apparatus for recording or reproducing a 
piece of information on or from a thin type of first in- 
formation medium having a first thickness or a thick 
type of second information medium having a second 
thickness larger than the first thickness, comprising: 
. a light source for radiating a beam of incident 

light; 

hologram means for transmitting a part of the 
incident light radiated from the light source without 
any diffraction on an outgoing path to form a beam 
of transmitted light and diffracting a remaining part of 
the incident light radiated from the light source on the 
outgoing path to form a beam of diffracted light, the 
hologram means functioning as a lens for the diffract- 
ed light to diverge the diffracted light from the holo- 
gram means or converge the diffracted light; 

lens means for converging the transmitted 
light formed' in the hologram means at a first focal 
length on the outgoing path to^form a first converging 
spot at a front surface of the first information medium 
or converging the diffracted light formed in the holo- 
gram means at a second focal length on the outgoing 
path to form a second converging spot at a front sur- 
face of the second information medium, the transmit- 
ted light being incident on a rear surface of the first 
information medium and being converged at the front 
surface of the first information medium, the transmit- 
ted light being reflected at the rear surface of the first 
information medium and again passing through the 
lens means and the hologram means on an incoming 
path, the diffracted light being incident on a rear sur- 
face of the second information medium and being 
converged at the front surface of the second informa- 
tion medium, and the diffracted light being reflected 
at the rear surface of the first information medium 
and again passing through the lens means and the 



hologram means on the incoming path; 

wavef ront changing means for changing a wa- 
vefront of the transmitted light or the diffracted light 
passing through the lens means and the hologram 

5 means on the incoming path to form one or more 
beams of information light; and 

detecting means for detecting intensities of 
the information light formed by the wavef ront chang- 
ing means and generating an information signal ac- 

10 cording to the intensities of the information light, the 
information signal expressing a piece of information 
recorded on the first information medium or the sec- 
ond information medium. 

In the above configuration, a beam of incident 

15 light is radiated from the light source, and a part of the 
incident light transmits through the hologram lens to 
form a beam of transmitted light Also, a remaining 
part of the incident light is diffracted by the hologram 
lens to form a beam of diffracted light. Thereafter, the 

20 transmitted light and the diffracted light are con- 
verged by the converging means. In cases where a 
piece of information is recorded or reproduced on or 
from the first information medium, the transmitted 
light is incident on the rear surface of the first infor- 

25 mation medium and is converged at the front surface 
of the first information medium |to form the first con- 
verging spot. Thereafter, the transmitted light is re- 
flected at the rear surface of the first information me- 
dium and again passes through the lens means and 

30 the hologram means without any diffraction. In con- 
trast, in cases where a piece of information is record- 
ed or reproduced on or from the second information 
medium, the diffracted light is incident on the rear 
surface of the second information medium and is con- 

35 verged at the front surface of the second information 
medium to form the second converging spot. There- 
after, the diffracted light is reflected at the rear sur- 
face of the second information medium and again 
passes through the lens means. Thereafter, the dif- 

40 fracted light is again diffracted by the hologram 
means. 

Thereafter, a wavef ront of the transmitted light or 
the diffracted light is changed by the wavefront 
changing means to form a plurality of beams of re- 

45 fleeted light, and the intensities of the reflected light 
is detected by the detecting means. Therefore, an in- 
formation signal expressing the information recorded 
on the first or second information medium is gener- 
ated according to the intensities of the reflected light. 

so Accordingly, because the first converging spot of 
the transmitted light differs from the second converg- 
ing spot of the diffracted light, a compound objective 
lens composed of the hologram lens and the lens 
means has two focal points. Therefore, a piece of in- 

55 formation can be recorded or reproduced on or from 
an information medium regardless of whether the in- 
formation medium has the first thickness or the sec- 
ond thickness. 

7 
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or i^SSST fe a,so achieved by ,he provisfon 

or an optica head apparatus for recording or repro- 
ducing a piece of information on orfrom a first Tnf£ 
mation medium having a first thickness T 1 or a To 
ond .formation medium having a second S£Z 
1<T2), comprising: 

rien( .. t" S meanS for "^verging a beam of first inci- 
dent iight on a front surface of a first information me- 
diumhavingafirs, thickness T1 or converging Lbe^m 

ETri' V mC,dent " 9ht P assin 9 through the 
the 111 H med,Um fr ° m its -ar surface, and 

nflnnS mC,dent "' 9ht PaSSin 9 throu 9 h *• second 
information medium from its rear surface- 
aperture limiting means for selectively limitino 
an aperture of the lens means for the second indS 
hghtwhich is incident on the.ensmeans, asecond nu 

sr r s° fthe ,ens means ■*»• —J* " 

M hi ? ® ' nCident °" the lens ™™ ^ing 
lower than a first numerical aperture of the un« 

f ° r the «"* -dent light whichl c h d e en r on S 

1 1£ 1£T¥? f irst incident ,i9ht bein 9 ref 

at the front surface of the first information medium 
anoVagain passing through the lens means and he 
aperture limrting means on an incoming path and the 

23 the S? ref,eCted a ' the 

«2£ I u°. nd ,nforniatio " medium and again 

'ung means on the incoming path- 
liohtandiiS'i 80 "? f ° r radiatin9 the first indent 

vefront^f W T^ 9 ^ for chan ^ a 
vefront of the f ( rst or second incident light passino 

t ^vr means and the ^ S3 

oTarn^r r ' W 9 patn t0 *™' one or more 
beams of information light; and 

ts. w de - eCti " 9 means for detec t''n9 intensities of 
the information light formed by the wavefront cSna 
ma means and generating an information s^fac-" 
cording to the intensities of the information E the 

In the above configuration, a compound obiec- 
2 l Z COrnP ° Sed ° f the ' enS means and *• ape' 

si *of ZTT tW ° f0Ca ' P0infs " and ^ in- 
tensity of the frrst incident light is larger than that of 
the second incident light. 

cordedT in9,y ; 3 Pi6Ce ° f inf0rmation ca " ^ re- 
corded or reproduced on or from an Information me- 

T£iE? k * whether the information 

has the first th.ckness or the second thickness. Also 
Piece of information can be efficiently recorded on 
he f,s, mformation medium with the first incident 
■ght having a high intensity, and a piece of informa 
t'oncanbeefficientlyreproducedfrlthesecondT 
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formation medium with i Second incident light hav- 
ing a comparatively low intensity 9 

The third object is also achieved by the provision 
of an optical head apparatus- for recording orZZ 

SZf!*"* n0n ^ta- 
rnation med,um having a first thickness or a second 

^ormationmediumhavingasecondthickn: 

" dent liahronTr"^^^ 

Sum Ld . SUrf3Ce ° f the first ^rmation 
medium and converg.ng a beam of second incident 

fumTeW SUr H Ce0ftheS ^ 
dium, the first incident light passing through the first 

-"formation medium from its rear surface and hi 
formation med,um from its rear surface; and 
vature oS?° V meansf °r changing a cur- 
form 1 1 S . Ph f encalwaves of apart of incident light to 
20 ST ,nCidenf ,i9nt wniCn fe incident on the 

waTerora sa : dnbtchan9in93 ^ 

waves of a remaining part of incident light to form the 
second moident light Which is incident on Sens 
means, the first incident light being ref.erted atte 
front surface of the first informaHon SL and 

tr n ch^ in9thrOU9hthe,enS ^ 
ture changing means oh an incoming path and the 

EE '?- bein9 ref,ected - ^ 

face of the second information medium and aoain 
Passing through the lens means and the cu vS 
« changing means on the incoming path- 

the curvahlriT 06 r3di3,,n9 the incident "9 nt «° 
me curvature changing means- 

vefrontTfh^r I"" 9 '* 9 ^ f ° r Cnan 9 in 9 a 
vefront of the first or second incident light passino 

meanf on thf ^ ^ «^o5S 
means on the mcoming path to form one or more 

beams of information light; and 

detecting means for detecting intensities of 

AO LdnS mat ^ 

S f" e f "9 a n informatbn signal a - 
cording to the mtensHies of the information light the 

reco rd e a on the first information medium or the sec- 
ond information medium «w me sec 

45 obiective e .e a ^ e C °" f i9Ura,ion - a compound 

cu va nre "h a C ° mP ° Sed ^ ^ ^ a " d the 
curvature chang.ng means, the compound objective 
lens has two focal points. naonjective 

50 C ordCdT din9 ' y ; 3 Pi6Ce ° f '"^-nation can be re- 
corded or reproduced on or from an information me- 

has the first th.ckness or the second thickness. 

The fourth object is achieved by the provision of 
an optical disk, comprising; 

55 into a firs/r^ mali °? reC ° rdin9 SUbStrate P ar, «ioned 
•nto a first reg.on and a second region, the first reoion 

a second thckness smaller than the first thickness; 
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a plurality of first recording pits placed at the 
first region of the information recording substrate for 
recording pieces of recording information at a high re- 
cording density, the first recording pits being formed 
at narrow intervals; and 5 

a plurality of second recording pits placed at 
the second region of the information recording sub- 
strate for recording pieces of distinguishing informa- 
tion at an ordinary recording density of a compact 
disk, the distinguishing information informing that the 10 
recording information are recorded on the informa- 
tion recording substrate having the first thickness, 
and the recording density of the recording informa- 
tion being higher than that of the distinguishing infor- 
mation. . 15 

In the above configuration, a substrate of a con- 
ventional compact disk has the same second thick- 
ness as that of the second region of the information 
recording substrate in the optical disk according to 
the present invention. Therefore, in cases where a, 20 
beam of reproducing light is incident on a prescribed 
region of an unknown disk selected from a group of 
the conventional compact disk and the optical disk, 
the reproducing light is focused on a recording pit of 
the conventional compact disk or one of the second 25 
recording pits of the optical disk regardless of wheth- 
er the unknown disk is the conventional compact disk 
or the optical disk. 

In cases where the unknown disk is the optical 
disk, a piece of distinguishing information is read by 30 
the reproducing light. Because the distinguishing in- 
formation informs that pieces of recording informa- 
tion are recorded on the information recording sub- 
strate having the first thickness, a curvature of the re- 
producing light is automatically changed to focus the 35 
reproducing light on the information recording sub- 
strate having the first thickness, and the reproducing 
light is automatically focused on one of the f irst re- 
cording pits. Therefore, a piece of recording informa- 
tion is reproduced. 40 

In contrast, in cases where the unknown disk is 
the conventional compact disk, a piece of recording 
information is read by the reproducing light in the 
same manner as in a prior art. 

Accordingly, a piece of recording information 45 
formed on an information recording substrate can be 
reliably reproduced even though the thickness of the 
information recording substrate is unknown. 

The fourth object is also achieved by the provi- 
sion of an optical disk, comprising: so 

an information recording substrate having a 
thin thickness, the thin thickness of the information 
recording substrate being thinner than that of a com- 
pact disk; 

a plurality of first recording pits placed at a first 55 
region of the information recording substrate for re- 
cording pieces of recording information at a high re- 
cording density, the first recording pits being formed 



at narrow intervals; and 

a plurality of second recording pits placed at a 
second region of the information recording substrate 
for recording pieces of distinguishing information at a 
low recording density, the distinguishing information 
informing that the recording information are recorded 
on the information recording substrate having the thin 
thickness, the recording density of the recording in- 
formation being higher than that of the distinguishing 
information, each of the second recording pits being 
larger than that of a recording pit in the compact disk, 
and a converging spot of a beam of reproducing light, 
which is converged to focus on an ordinary recording 
pit formed on a substrate having an ordinary thick- 
ness of the compact disk, being formed in one of the 
second recording pits to read the distinguishing infor- 
mation. 

In the above configuration, a beam of reproduc- 
ing light, of which a curvature is adjusted to focus the 
reproducing light on a recording pit formed on an in- 
formation recording substrate of the compact disk, is 
incident on a prescribed region of an unknown disk 
selected from a group of the compact disk having an 
ordinary thickness and the optical disk according to 
the present invention. In cases where the unknown 
disk is the optical disk, the reproducing light is con- 
verged on one of the second recording pits in defocus 
because the information recording substrate of the 
optical disk has the thin thickness. However, because 
each of the second recording pits is large in size, a 
converging spot of the reproducing light is formed in 
the second recording pit. Therefore, a piece of distin- 
guishing information is read by the reproducing light. 
Because the distinguishing information informs that 
pieces of recording information are recorded on the 
information recording substrate having the thin thick- 
ness, a curvature of the reproducing light is automat- 
ically changed to focus the reproducing light on the in- 
formation recording substrate having the thin thick- 
ness, and the reproducing light is automatically fo- 
cused on one of the first recording pits. Therefore, a 
piece of recording information is reproduced. 

In contrast, in cases where the unknown disk is 
the compact disk, a piece of recording information is 
read by the reproducing light in the same manner as 
in a prior art. 

Accordingly, a piece of recording information 
formed on an information recording substrate can be 
reliably reproduced even though the thickness of the 
information recording substrate is unknown. 

The fifth object is achieved by the provision of an 
optical disk apparatus for recording or reproducing 
pieces of recording information on or from an optical 
disk in which the recording information are recorded 
or reproduced at a high density on or from a first sub- 
strate having a first thickness and a piece of distin- 
guishing information informing that the recording in- 
formation are recorded or reproduced on or from the 



9 



17 



EP 0 610 055 A2 



18 



first substrate having the first thickness is recorded 
at an ordinary density on a second substrate having 
a second thickness larger than the first thickness, 
comprising: 

rotating means for rotating the optical disk at s 
a regular speed; 

a light source for radiating a beam of incident 

light; 

hologram means for transmitting a part of the 
incident light radiated from the light source without 10 
any diffraction on an outgoing path to form a beam 
of transmitted light and diffracting a remaining partof 
the incident light radiated from the light source on the 
outgoing path to form a beam of diffracted light, the 
hologram means functioning as a lens for the diffract- is 
ed light to diverge the diffracted light from the holo- 
gram means; 

lens means for converging the transmitted 
light formed in the hologram means on the first sub- 
strate of the optical disk rotated by the rotating means 20 
to record or reproduce a piece of recording informa- 
tion on or from the optical disk and converging the dif- 
fracted light formed in the hologram means on the 
second substrate of the optical disk rotated by the ro- 
tating means to reproduce the distinguishing iriforma- 25 
tion from the optical disk, the transmitted light being 
reflected by the first substrate of the optical disk and 
again passing through the lens means and the holo- 
gram means on an incoming path, and the diffracted 
light being reflected by the second substrate of the 30 
optical disk and again passing through the lens 
means and the hologram means on the incoming 
path; 

wavefront changing means for changing a wa- 
vefront of the transmitted light passing through the 35 
lens means and the hologram means on the incoming 
path to form one or more beams of recording informa- 
tion light and changing a wavefront of the diffracted 
light passing through the lens means and the holo- 
gram means on the incoming path to form one or more 40 
beams of distinguishing information light; 

detecting means for detecting intensities of 
the recording information light formed by the wave- 
front changing means to generate a recording infor- 
mation signal according to the intensities of the re- 45 
cording information light and detecting intensities of 
the distinguishing information light formed by the wa- 
vefront changing means to generate a distinguishing 
information signal according to the intensities of the 
distinguishing information light, the distinguishing in- so 
formation signal expressing the distinguishing infor- 
mation recorded on the second substrate of the opt- 
ical disk, and the recording information signal ex- 
pressing the recording information recorded on the 
first substrate of the optical disk; and 55 

moving means for moving an optical head ap- 
paratus comprising the light source, the hologram 
means, the lens means and the detecting means to 

10 



converge the diffracted light formed in the hologram 
means on the second substrate of the optical disk and 
moving the optical disk, in which the diffracted light 
formed in the hologram means is converged on the 
second substrate of the optical disk, to converge the 
transmitted light formed in the hologram means on 
the first substrate of the optical disk in cases where 
the distinguishing information is detected in the de- 
tecting means. 

In the above configuration, an optical head appa- 
ratus comprising the light source, the hologram 
means, the lens means and the detecting means has 
the same configuration as that described before. Ini- 
tially, the optical head apparatus is moved by the 
moving means to converge in focus the diffracted 
light formed in the hologram means on the second 
substrate of the optical disk rotated by the rotating 
means. Therefore, the distinguishing information re- 
corded on the second substrate is reproduced in the 
detecting means, and it is informed that pieces of re- 
cording information are recorded or reproduced on or 
from the first substrate having the first thickness. 
Thereafter, the optical head apparatus is moved by 
the moving means to converge in focus the transmit- 
ted light formed in the hologram means on the first 
substrate of the optical disk rotated by the rotating 
means. Therefore, a piece of recording information is 
recorded or reproduced on or from the first substrate 
of the optical disk. 

Accordingly, even though a high density type of 
optical disk, in which pieces of recording information 
is recorded or reproduced on or from the substrate 
having the first thickness smaller than the second 
thickness of a conventional optical disk, is utilized, 
the recording information can be reliably recorded or 
reproduced. 

The fifth object is also achieved by the provision 
of an optical disk apparatus for recording or reproduc- 
ing pieces of recording informat ion on or from an opt- 
ical disk in which the recording information are re- 
corded or reproduced at a high density on or from a 
first substrate having a thin thickness thinner than 
that of a compact disk and a piece of distinguishing 
information informing that the recording information 
are recorded or reproduced on or from the first sub- 
strate having the thin thickness is recorded at a low 
density on a second substrate having the thin thick- 
ness, comprising: 

rotating means for rotating the optical disk at 
a regular speed; 

a light source for radiating a beam of incident 

light; 

hologram means for transmitting a part of the 
incident light radiated from the light source without 
any diffraction on an outgoing path to form a beam 
of transmitted light and diffracting a remaining part of 
the incident light radiated from the light source on the 
outgoing path to form a beam of diffracted light, the 
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hologram means functioning as a lens for the diffract- 
ed light to diverge the diffracted light from the holo- 
gram means; 

lens means for converging in focus the trans- 
mitted light formed in the hologram means on the first 5 
substrate of the optical disk rotated by the. rotating 
means to record or reproduce a piece of recordjng in- 
formation on or from the optical disk and converging 
in defocus the diffracted light formed in the hologram 
means on the second substrate of the optical disk ro- 10 
tated by the rotating means to reproduce the distin- 
guishing information from the optical disk, the trans- 
mitted light being reflected by the first substrate of 
the optical disk and again passing through the lens 
means and the hologram means.on an incoming path, 15 
and the diffracted light being reflected by the second 
substrate of the optical disk and. again passing 
through the.lens means and the hologram means on 
the incoming path; 

wavefront changing means for changing a wa- , 20 
vefront of the transmitted light passing through the 
lens means and the hologram means on the incoming 
path to form one or more beams of recording informa- 
tion light and changing a wavefront of the diffracted 
light passing through the lens means and the holo- 25 
gram means on the incoming path to form one or more 
beams of distinguishing information light; 

detecting means for detecting intensities of 
the recording information light formed by the wave- 
front changing means to generate a recording infor- 30 
mation signal according to the intensities of the re- 
cording information light and detecting intensities of 
the distinguishing information light formed by the wa- 
vefront changing means to generate a distinguishing 
information signal according to the intensities of the 35 
distinguishing information light, the distinguishing in- 
formation signal expressing the distinguishing infor- 
mation recorded on the second substrate of the opt- 
icaj disk, and the recording, information signal ex- 
pressing the recording information recorded on the 40 
first substrate of the optical disk; and 

moving means for moving an optical head ap- 
paratus comprising the light source, the hologram 
means, the lens means and the detecting means, to 
converge the,diffracted light formed in the hologram 45 
means in defocus on the second substrate of the opt- 
ical disk and moving the optical disk, in which the dif- 
fracted light formed in the hologram means is con- 
verged on the second substrate of the optical disk in 
defocus, to converge the transmitted light formed in 50 
the hologram means on the first substrate of the opt- 
ical disk in focus in cases where an intensity of the 
distinguishing information signal generated in the de- 
tecting means is larger than a threshold value. 

In the above configuration, an optical head appa- 55 
ratus comprising the light scarce, the hologram 
means, the lens means and the detecting means has 
the same configuration as that described before. Ini- 



tially, the optical head apparatus is moved by the 
moving means to converge in defocus the diffracted 
light formed in the hologram means on the second 
substrate of the optical disk rotated by the rotating 
means. In this case, because the distinguishing infor- 
mation, is recorded at a low density, a plurality of re- 
cording pits expressing the distinguishing informa- 
tion are respectively large in size. Therefore, even 
though the diffracted light is converged on each of the 
recording pits in defocus, a converging spot of the dif- 
fracted light is formed in each of the recording pits. 
Therefore, the distinguishing information recorded on 
the second substrate is reproduced in the detecting 
means, and it is informed that pieces of recording in- 
formation are recorded or reproduced on or from the 
first substrate having the thin thickness. Thereafter, 
the optical head apparatus is moved by the moving 
means, to converge in focus the transmitted light 
formed in the hologram means on the first substrate 
of the optical disk rotated by the rotating means. 
Therefore, a piece of recording information is record- 
ed or reproduced on or from the first substrate of the 
optical disk. 

Accordingly, even though a high density type of 
optical disk, in which pieces of recording information 
are recorded or reproduced on or from the substrate 
having the thin thickness smaller than an ordinary 
thickness of a conventional optical disk, is utilized, 
the recording information can be reliably recorded or 
reproduced. 

The sixth object is achieved by the provision of a 
binary focus microscope for simultaneously observ- 
ing a first image put on a first image plane and a sec- 
ond image put on a second image plane, comprising: 
an objective lens for refracting a beam of first 
light diverging from the first image and a beam of sec- 
ond light diverging from the second image, a first dis- 
tance between the objective lens and the f irst image 
of the first image plane differing from a second dis- 
tance between the objective lens and the second im- 
age of the second image plane; 

a hologram lens for transmitting the first light 
refracted by the objective lens without any diffraction 
to form a beam of transmitted light and diffracting the 
second light refracted by the objective lens to form a 
beam of diffracted light, the hologram lens function- 
ing as a lens for the second light to pass the diffracted 
light through the same optical path as the transmitted 
light passes through, and a beam of superposed light 
being formed of the transmitted light and the diffract- 
ed light; 

an inner lens for converging the superposed 
light formed by the hologram lens at an image point 
of a third image plane to simultaneously form the first 
image and the second image enlarged on the third 
image plane; and 

an ocular lens for converging the superposed 
light which is converged by the inner lens and diverg- 
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es from the image point to simultaneously form the 
first image and the second image moreover en- 
larged^ 

In the above configuration, a beam of first light di- 
verging from the first image and a beam of second 5 
light diverging from the second image are refracted 
together by the objective lens. In this case, because 
a first distance between the objective lens and the 
first image of the first image plane differs from a sec- 
ond distance between the objective lens and the sec- 10 
ond image of the second image plane, a curvature of 
the first light refracted differs from another curvature 
of the second light refracted. Thereafter, the first light 
refracted transmits through the hologram lens with- 
out any diffraction to form a beam of transmitted 15 
light, and the second light refracted is diffracted by 
the hologram lehs to form a beam of diffracted light. 
In this case, because the hologram lens functions as 
a lens for the diffracted light, a curvature of the dif- 
fracted light agrees with that of the transmitted light. 20 
In other words, the diffracted light passes through the 
same optical path as the transmitted light passes 
through. Therefore, a beam of superposed light is 
forced of the transmitted light and the diffracted 
light.fhereafter, the superposed light is converged by 25 
the innefr lens at an image point of a third image plane, 
so thai the first image and the second image en- 
larged are simultaneously formed oh the third image 
plane/ Thereafter, the superposed light diverging 
from the image point is converged by the ocular lens, 30 
so that the first image and the second image more- 
over enlarged are simultaneously formed. 

Accordingly, an operator can observe the first 
image arid the second image sufficiently enlarged. 

The sixth object is also achieved by the provision 35 
of a binary focus microscope for simultaneously ob- 
serving a first image put on a first image plane and 
a second image put on a second image plane, com- 
prising: ' 

an objective lens for refracting a beam of first 40 
light diverging from the first image and a beam of sec- 
ond light diverging from the second image, a first dis- 
tance between the objective lens and the first image 
of the first image plane differing from a second dis- 
tance between the objective lens and the second im- 45 
age of the second image plane; 

a hologram lens for transmitting the first light 
refracted by the objective lens without any diffraction 
to form a beam of transmitted light and diffracting the 
second light refracted by the objective iens to form a 50 
beam of diffracted light, the hologram lens function- 
ing as a lens for the second light to pass the diffracted 
light through the same optical path as the transmitted 
light passes through, and a beam of superposed light 
being formed of the transmitted light and the diffract- 55 
ed light; 

an inner lens for converging the superposed 
light formed by the hologram lens at an image point 
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of a third image plane to simultaneously form the first 
image arid the second image enlarged on the third 
image plane; and 

photographing means for photographing a su- 
perposed image formed of the first and secbnd im- 
ages enlarged on the third image plane by converging 
the superposed light in the inner lens. : ■ 

In the above configuration, the first image and 
the second image enlarged are simultaneously 
formed on the third image plane in the same manner. 
Thereafter, the first image and the second image en- 
larged are photographed by the photographing 
means as a superposed image. 1 - . « - 

Accordingly; the first image and the second im- 
age enlarged can be observed. 

The seventh embodiment is achieved by the pro- 
vision of an alignment apparatus for aligning a first 
reference image drawn on a photomask with a sec- 
ond reference image drawn on a sample, comprising: 
a light source for radiating beams of alignment 
light to illuminate the first and second reference im- 
ages; 

an objective lens for refracting both a beam of 
first alignment light diverging from the first reference 
image and a beam of second alignment light diverging 
from the second reference image which are illumin- 
ated with the alignment light radiated from the light 
source, a first distance between the objective lens 
and the first reference image of the photomask dif- 
fering from a second distance between the objective 
lens and the second reference image of the sample; 

a hologram lens for transmitting the first align- 
ment light refracted by the objective lens without any 
diffraction to form a beam of transmitted light and dif- 
fracting the second alignment light refracted by the 
objective lens to form a beam of diffracted light, the 
hologram lens functioning as a lens for the second 
alignment light to pass the diffracted light through the 
samei optical path as" the transmitted light passes 
through, and a beam of superposed light being 
formed of the transmitted light and the diffracted 
light; 

an inner lens for converging the superposed 
light formed by the hologram lens at an image point 
of an image plane to simultaneously form the first and 
second reference images enlarged on the image 
plane, ah optical axis passing through centers of the 
objective leris, the hologram lens and the inner lens; 

photographing means for photographing a su- 
perposed image formed of the first and second im- 
ages enlarged on the image plane by converging the 
superposed light in the inner lens; and 

moving means for moving the photomask or 
the sample according to the superposed image pho- 
tographed by the photographing means to align the 
first reference image with the second reference im- 
age along the optical axis. 

In the above configuration, the objective lens, the 
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hologram lens and the inner lens are the same as 
those. In the binary focus microscope. Therefore, the 
first and second images enlarged on the image plane 
is photographed by the photographing means as a su- 
perposed image. Thereafter, the photomask or the 
sample is moved in a direction perpendicular to the 
optical axis by the moving means to aljgn the f irstref- 
erence image with the second reference image along 
the optical axis. 

Accordingly, because the superposed image 
formed of the first and second reference images en- 
larged is photographed by the photographing means, 
a relative position between the first and second ref- 
erence images can be accurately observed. There- 
fore, the first reference image can be accurately 
aligned with the second reference image. 

The eighth embodiment is achieved by the pro- 
vision of a focusing method for focusing light on a first 
information medium having a first thickness. or a sec- 
ond information medium having a second thickness 
to record or reproduce a piece of information on or 
from the first information medium or the second infor- 
mation medium, comprising the steps of: 

moving an optical head apparatus in a direc- 
tion to decrease or increase the distance between the 
optical head apparatus and the first or second infor- 
mation medium, the optical head apparatus compris- 
ing 

a light source for radiating a beam of incident 

light, 

hologram means for transmitting a part of the 
incident light radiated from the light source without 
any diffraction on an outgoing path to form a beam 
of transmit ted light and diffracting a remaining partof 
the incident light radiated from the light source on the 
outgoing path to form a beam of diffracted light, the 
hologram means functioning as a lens for the diffract- 
ed light to diverge the diffracted light from the holo- 
gram means or converge the diffracted light, 

lens means for converging the transmitted 
light formed in the hologram means at a first focal 
length on the outgoing path to form a first converging 
spot at a front surface of the first information medium 
or converging the diffracted light formed in the holo- 
gram means at a second focal length on the outgoing 
path to form a second converging spot at a front sur- 
face of the second information medium, the transmit- 
ted light being incident on a rear surface of the first 
information medium and being converged at the front 
surface of the first information medium, the transmit- 
ted light being reflected at the rear surface of the first 
information medium and again passing through the 
lens means and the hologram means on an incoming 
path, the diffracted light being incident on a rear sur- 
face of the second information medium and being 
converged at the front surface of the second informa- 
tion medium, and the diffracted light being reflected 
at the rear surface of the first information medium 



and again passing through the lens means and the 
hologram means on the incoming path, 

wavefront changing means for changing a wa-. 
vefront of the transmitted light or the diffracted light 

5 passing through the lens means and the hologram 
means on the incoming path to form one or more 
beams of information light, and 

detecting means for detecting intensities of 
the information light formed by the wavefront chang- 

10 ing means and generating an information signal and 
a focus error signal according to the intensities of the 
information light, the information signaj expressing a 
piece of information recorded on the first information 
medium or the second information medium; 

15 judging whether or not an intensity of the focus 

error signal generated in the detecting means is larg- 
er than a threshold value; and 

adjusting the position of the optical head ap- 
paratus to decrease the intensity of the focus error 

20 signal to zero when the intensity of the focus error sig- 
nal becomes larger than the threshold value. 

In the above steps, the focusing method is per- 
formed by utilizing the optical head apparatus descri- 
bed above. The intensity of the focus error signal is 

25 largely increased when the distance between the lens 
means and the first or second information medium is 
near to a focal length of the lens means. Therefore, 
when the intensity of the focus error signal becomes 
larger than a threshold value, the lens means is 

30 placed near to a just-focus point in which the trans- 
mitted light or the diffracted light is converged on the 
first or second information medium in focus. 

Accordingly, in cases where the position of the 
optical head apparatus is adjusted to decrease the in- 

35 tensity of the focus error signal to zero when the in- 
tensity of the focus error signal becomes larger than 
the threshold value, the transmitted light or the dif- 
fracted light can be focused on the first or second in- 
formation medium. 

40 The ninth embodiment is achieved by the provi- 

sion of an information reproducing method for repro- 
ducing a piece of recording information from an opt- 
ical disk in which the recording information are re- 
corded at a high density on a first substrate having a 

45 first thickness and a piece of distinguishing informa- 
tion informing that the recording information are re- 
corded on the first substrate is recorded at an ordi- 
nary density on a second substrate having a second 
thickness larger than the first thickness, comprising 

so the step of: 

moving an optical disk apparatus under the 
second substrate of the optical disk, the optical disk 
comprising 

rotating means for rotating the optical disk at 
55 a regular speed, 

a light source for radiating a beam of incident 

light; 

hologram means for transmitting a part of the 
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incident light radiated from the light source without 
any diffraction on an outgoing path to form a beam 
of transmitted light and diffracting a remaining partof 
the incident light radiated from the light source on the 
outgoing path to form a beam of diffracted' light, the 5 
hologram means functioning as a lens for the diffract- 
ed light to diverge the diffracted light from the holo- 
gram means, 

lens means for converging the transmitted 
light formed in the hologram means on the first sub- 10 
strate of the optical disk rotated by the rotat ing means 
to record or reproduce a piece of recording informa- 
t ion on or from the optical disk and converging the dif- 
fracted light formed in the hologram means on the 
second substrate of the optical disk rotated by the ro- 15 
tat ing means to reproduce the distinguishing informa- 
tion from the optical disk, the transmitted light being 
reflected by the first substrate of the optical disk and 
again passing through the lens means and the holo- 
gram means on an incoming path, and the diffracted 20 
light being reflected by the second substrate of the 
optical disk and again passing through the lens 
means and the hologram means on the incoming 
path, 

. wavef ront changing means for changing a wa- 25 
vefront of the transmitted light passing through the 
lens means and the hologram means on the incoming 
path to form one or more beams of recording informa- 
tion light and changing a wavef ront of the diffracted 
light passing through the lens means and the holo- 30 
gram means on the incoming path to form one or more 
beams of distinguishing information light, and 

detecting means for detecting intensities of 
the recording information light formed by the wave- 
front changing means to generate a recording infor- 35 
mat ion signal according to the intensities of the re- 
cording information light and detecting intensities of 
the distinguishing information light formed by the wa- 
vef ront changing means to generate a distinguishing 
information signal according to the intensities of the 4o 
distinguishing information light, the distinguishing in- 
formation signal expressing the distinguishing infor- 
mation recorded on the second substrate of the opt- 
ical disk, and the recording information signal ex- 
pressing the recording information recorded on the 45 
first substrate of the optical disk; and 

converging the diffracted light on the second 
substrate of the optical disk to reproduce the distin- 
guishing information; 

moving the optical disk apparatus to a position 50 
under the first substrate of the optical disk to con- 
verge the transmitted light on the first substrate of the 
optical disk when the distinguishing information is de- 
tected in the detecting means; and 

reproducing the recording information by gen- 55 
erating the recording information signal in the detect- 
ing means. 

In the above steps, the information reproducing 



method is performed by utilizing the optical disk ap- 
paratus described above. The distinguishing informa- 
tion placed on the second substrate of the optical disk 
is reproduce with the diffracted light. In this case, be- 
cause the second substrate has the second thick- 
ness, the diffracted light is just focused on the second 
substrate. Thereafter, when the distinguishing infor- 
mation is detected,- the optical disk apparatus is 
moved to a position under the first substrate of the 
optical disk, and the transmitted light is converged on 
the first substrate of the optical disk. In this case, be- 
cause the first substrate has the first thickness, the 
diffracted light is just focused on the first substrate. 

Accordingly, the recording information can be re- 
liably reproduced. 

The features and advantages of the present in- 
vention will become apparent from the following de- 
scription of exemplary embodiments and the acconv 
panying drawings; in which:- 

Fig. 1 is a constitutional view of a conventional 
optical head apparatus proposed in Japanese 
Patent Application No. 46630 of 1 991; 
Figs. 2A, 2B are respectively a cross sectional 
viewbf a set of an objective Tlens and a blazed ho- 
logram shown in FigM; - 
Fig. 3 shows a relationship between the thick- 
ness of an optical disk and a numerical aperture 
of an objective lens on condition that the tilt of the 
optical axis is constant; 

Fig. 4A is a constitutional view of an i maging opt- 
ical system having a compound objective lens ac- 
cording to a first embodiment of the present in- 
vention, a beam of transmitted light notdiffracted 
being converged on a thin type of information 
medium; 

Fig. 4B is a constitutional view of the imaging 
optical system shown in Fig. 4A, a beam of first- 
order diffracted light being converged on a thick 
type of information medium; 
Fig. 5 is a plan view of a hologram lens shown in 
Figs. 4A, 4B, a grating pattern of the hologram 
lens being depicted; 

Fig. 6 is a cross sectional view of the hologram 
lens shown in Fig. 5, the grating pattern formed 
in relief on the hologram lens being shown; 
Fig. 7 is an explanatory diagram showing an in- 
tensity distribution of transmitted light L4 con- 
verged on a converging spotSI of afirst informa- 
tion medium, a primary maximum and secondary 
maxima suppressed occurring in the converging 
spot S1 ; 

Fig. 8A is a cross sectional view of the hologram 
lens shown in Fig. 5, the grating pattern approx- 
imating to a stepwise shape composed of four 
stairs being shown; 

Fig. 8B is a cross sectional view of the hologram 
lens shown in Fig. 5, the grating pattern approx- 
imating to a stepwise shape composed of a plur- 
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ality of stairs being shown; 
Fig. 9A is a constitutional view of an imaging opt- 
ical system having a compound objective lens ac- 
cording to a modification of the first embodiment, 
a beam of first-order diffracted light being con- 5 
verged on a thin type of information medium; 
Fig. 9B is a constitutional view of the imaging 
optical system shown in Fig. 9A, a beam of trans- 
mitted light not diffracted being converged on a 
thick type of information medium; 10 
Fig. 10A is a constitutional view of an imaging 
optical system having a compound objective lens 
according to a second embodiment of the present 
invention, a beam of transmitted light notdiff ract- 
ed being converged on a thin type of information 15 
medium; 

Fig. 1 0B is a constitutional view of the imaging 
optical system shown in Fig. 10A, a beam of first- 
order diffracted light being converged on a thick 
type of information medium; 20 
Fig. 11 shows a change of a diffraction efficiency 
of a hologram lens shown in Figs. 10A, 10B; 
Figs. 1 2A to 12E are respectively a cross section- 
al view of the hologram lens shown in Figs. 10A ? 
10B, the grating pattern of the hologram lens ap- 25 
proximating to a step-wise shape; 
Fig. 13A shows an intensity distribution of inci- 
dent light utilized in the second embodiment, a 
far field pattern of the incident light being distrib- 
uted in a Gaussian distribution; 30 
Fig. 13B shows an intensity distribution of trans- 
mitted light transmitting through a hologram lens 
shown in Figs. 10A, 1 0B, a far field pattern of the 
incident light being distributed in a gently-sloping 
shape; 35 
Figs. 14A to 14C show intensity distributions of 
transmitted light and diffracted light transmitting 
through a hologram lens shown in Figs. 10A, 10B; 
Fig. 1 5A is a plan view of a hologram lens accord- 
ing to a modification of the second embodiment, 40 
a grating pattern of the hologram lens being de- 
picted; 

Figs. 15B, 15C are respectively a constitutional 
view of an imaging optical system having a com- 
pound objective lens according to another modi- 45 
fication of the second embodiment; 
Fig. 16A is a constitutional view of an imaging 
optical system having a compound objective lens 
according to a third embodiment of the present in- 
vention, a beam of first-order diffracted light be- so 
ing converged on a thin type of information me- 
dium; 

Fig. 16B is a constitutional view of the imaging 
optical system shown in Fig. 16A, a beam of 
transmitted light not diffracted being converged 55 
on a thick type of information mediumr 
Fig. 1 7 shows a change of a diffraction efficiency 
of a hologram lens shown in Figs. 16A T 16B; 



Figs. 18A to 18C show intensity distributions of 
transmitted light and diffracted light transmitting 
through a hologram lens shown in Figs. 16A, 16B; 
Fig. 19A is a cross sectional view of a compound 
objective lens according to a fourth embodiment 
of the present invention; 
Fig. 19B is a cross sectional view of a compound 
objective lens according to a modification of the 
fourth embodiment of the present invention; 
Fig. 20 is a cross sectional view of a compound 
objective lens according to a fifth embodiment of 
the present invention; 

Fig. 21 is a constitutional view of an optical head 
apparatus according to a sixth embodiment of the 
present invention; 

Fig. 22 is a plan view of a wavefront changing de- 
vice utilized in the six, ninth and twelfth embodi- 
ments, a grating pattern of a hologram lens util- 
ized as the wavefront changing device being de- 
picted; 

Fig. 23 shows a positional relation between focal 
points of diffracted light occurring in the wave- 
front changing device shown in Fig. 22 and a pho- 
to detector; 

Fig. 24 is a plan view of a photo detector utilized 
in the six, ninth, tenth, twelfth, thirteenth and sev- 
enteenth embodiments; 

Fig. 25Aand 25C respectively show a converging 
spot of first-order diffracted light radiated to de- 
tecting sections SE1, SE2 and SE3 of a sextant 
photo-detector shown in Fig. 24 and another con- 
verging spot of minus first-order diffracted light 
radiated to detecting sections SE4, SE5 and SE6 
of the sextant photo-detector on condition that an 
objective lens shown in Fig. 21 is defocused on 
an information medium; 

Fig. 25B shows a converging spot of first-order 
diffracted light radiated to the detecting sections 
SE1, SE2 and SE3 of the sextant photo-detector 
and another converging spot of minus first-order 
diffracted light radiated to the detecting sections 

SE4, SE5 ami SEo uf iiie scaicuii piiuiu-ucieCiui 

on condition that the objective lens is just focused 
on the information medium; 
Fig. 26 shows a relationship between beams of 
diffracted light occurring in the wavefront chang- 
ing device shown in Fig. 22 and the photo detec- 
tor shown in Fig. 24; 

Fig. 27 is a constitutional view of an optical head 
apparatus according to a seventh embodiment; 
Fig. 28 is a plan view of a photo detector utilized 
in the seven, ninth, tenth, twelfth and thirteenth 
embodiments; 

Figs. 29A, 29B, 29C show various shapes of con- 
verging spots converged on the photo detector 
shown in Fig. 28; 

Fig. 29D shows a radial direction Dr and a tan- 
gential direction Dt; 
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Fig. 30 is a constitutional view of an optical head 
apparatus according to a first modification of the 
seventh embodiment; 

Fig. 31 is a constitutional view of an optical head 
apparatus according to a second modification of s 
the seventh embodiment; 
Fig. 32 is a constitutional view of an optical head 
apparatus according to a third modification of the 
seventh embodiment; 

Fig. 33 is a constitutional view of an optical head 10 
apparatus according to a forth modification of 
the seventh embodiment; 
Fig. 34 shows a beam of transmitted light not dif- 
fracted on an incoming optical path and a beam 
of transmitted light diffracted on the incoming 15 
optical path, the beams being utilized to detect 
an information signal; 

Fig. 35A graphically shows a change of a focus 
error signal obtained by detecting the intensity of 
transmitted light, the strength of the focus error 20 
signaldepending oh a distance between an ob- 
jective lens and a first information medium; 
Fig. 35B graphically shows a change of a focus 
error signal obtained by detecting the intensity of 
diffracted light, the strength of the focus error 25 
signal depending on a distance between an ob- 
jective lens and a second information medium. 
Fig. 36A graphically shows a change of a focus 
error signal obtained by detecting the intensity of 
diffracted light, the strength of the focus error 30 
signal depending on a distance between an ob- 
jective lens and a first information medium; 
Fig. 36B graphically shows a change of a focus 
error signal obtained by detecting the intensity of 
transmitted light, the strength of the focus error 35 
signal depending on a distance between an ob- 
jective lens and a second information medium; 
Fig. 37 is a constitutional view of an optical head 
apparatus according to a ninth embodiment; 
Fig. 38 is a constitutional view of an optical head 40 
apparatus according to a tenth embodiment; 
Fig. 39 is a plan view of a beam splitter having a 
reflection type of hologram utilized in the optical 
head apparatus shown in Fig. 38; 
Figs. 40A, 40B are respectively a constitutional 45 
view of an optical head apparatus according an 
eleventh embodiment; 

Fig. 41 is a plan view of a beam splitter having a 
reflection type of hologram utilized in the optical 
head apparatus shown in Fig. 38; 50 
Fig. 42Aand 42C respectively show a converging 
spot of first-order diffracted light radiated to de- 
tecting sections SE1, SE2 and SE3 of a sextant 
photo-detector shown in Fig. 24 and another con- 
verging spot of minus first-order diffracted light 55 
radiated to detecting sections SE4, SE5 and SE6 
of the sextant photo-detector on condition that 
diffracted light is converged in defocus on a sec- 



ond information medium; 
Fig. 42B shows a converging spot of first-order 
diffracted light radiated to the detecting sections 
SE1, SE2 and SE3 of a sextant photo-detector 
shown in Fig. 24 and another converging spot of 
minus first-order diffracted light radiated to the 
detecting sections SE4, SE5 and SE6 of the sex- 
tant photo-detector on condition that diffracted 
light is converged in focus on a second informa- 
tion medium; 

Fig. 43 is a constitutional view of an optical head 
apparatus according to a twelfth embodiment; 
Fig. 44 is a constitutional view of an optical head 
apparatus according to a thirteenth embodiment; 
Fig. 45 is a constitutional view of an optical head 
apparatus according to a fourteenth embodi- 
ment; 

Fig. 46 is a plan view of a hologram lens utilized 
in the optical head apparatus shown in Fig. 45; 
Fig. 47 is a constitutional view of an optical head 
apparatus according to a fifteenth embodiment; 
Fig. 48 is a plan view of a hologram lens utilized 
in the optical head apparatus shown in Fig. 47; 
Figs. 49A, 49B respectively show a positional re- 
lation between unnecessary light occurring in the 
hologram lens shown in Fig. 48 and a photo de- 
tector shown in Fig. 47; 

Fig. 50 is a constitutional view of an optical head 
apparatus according to a sixteenth embodiment; 
Fig. 51 is a diagonal view of a light source and 
photo detectors utilized in the optical head appa- 
ratus shown in Fig. 50; 

Fig. 52 is a constitutional view of an optical head 
apparatus according to a seventeenth embodi- 
ment; 

Fig. 53 is a diagonal view of a high density optical 
disk according to an eighteenth embodiment, a 
cross sectional view of the disk being partially 
shown; 

Fig. 54 is a diagonal view of a high density optical 
disk according to a nineteenth embodiment, a 
cross sectional view of the disk being partially 
shown; 

Fig. 55 is a block diagram. of an optical disk ap- 
paratus with one of the optical head apparatuses 
shown in Figs. 21, 27, 30, 31, 32, 33, 37, 38, 40A, 
43, 44, 50 and 52 according to a twentieth em- 
bodiment; 

Fig. 56 is a flow chart showing the operation of 
the optical disk apparatus shown in Fig. 55; 
Fig. 57 is a block diagram of an optical disk ap- 
paratus with one of the optical head apparatuses 
shown in Figs. 21, 27, 30, 31, 32, 33, 37, 38, 40A, 
43, 44, 50 and 52 according to a twenty-first em- 
bodiment; 

Fig. 58 is a flow chart showing the operation of 
the optical disk apparatus shown in Fig. 57; 
Fig. 59 is a constitutional view of a binary focus 
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microscope according to a twenty-second em- 
bodiment; 

Fig. 60 is a partial view of the binary focus micro- 
scope shown in Fig. 59 in cases where first and 
second samples are located at bottoms of sample 5 
holders; 

Fig. 61 is a constitutional view of a binary focus 
microscope according to a modification of the 
twenty-second embodiment; and 
Fig. 62 is a constitutional view of an alignment w 
apparatus according to a twenty-third embodi- 
ment. 

DETAIL DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS ~ ^ 

Preferred embodiments of a compound objective 
lens, an imaging optical system, an optical head ap- 
paratus, an optical disk, an optical disk apparatus, a 
binary focus microscope and an alignment apparatus. 20 
according to the present invention are described with 
reference to drawings. 

(First Embodiment) 

25 

Fig. 4A is a constitutional view of an imaging opt- 
ical system having a compound objective lens ac- 
cording to a first embodiment of the present inven- 
tion, a beam of transmitted light not diffracted being 
converged on a thin type of information medium. Fig. 30 
4B is a constitutional view of the imaging optical sys- 
tem shown in Fig. 4A, a beam of first-order diffracted 
light being converged on a thick type of information 
medium. Fig. 5 is a plan view of a hologram lens 
shown in Figs. 4A, 4B, a grating pattern of the holo- 
gram lens being depicted. 

As shown in Figs. 4A, 4B, an imaging optical sys- 
tem 21 for converging light on a first substrate 22 of 
a thin type of first information medium 23 (a thickness 
T1) or a second substrate 24 of a thick type of second 
information medium 25 (a thickness T2) to form a dif- 
fraction-limited converging spot comprises a blazed 
hologram lens 26 for transmitting a part of incident 
light L3 radiated from a light source without any dif- 
fraction to form a beam of transmitted light L4 and dif- 
fracting a remaining part of the incident light L3 to 
form a beam of first-order diffracted light L5, and an 
objective lens 27 for converging the transmitted light 
L4 on the first information medium 23 or converging 
the first-order diffracted light L5 on the second infor- 
mation medium 25. - 

The first information medium 23 represents a 
prospective optical disk having a high density mem- 
ory capacity, and the thickness T1 of the first infor- 
mation medium 23 ranges from 0.4 mm to 0.8 mm. 
The second information medium 25 represent a 
compact disk or a laser disk appearing on the market 
now, and the thickness T2 of the second information 



medium 25 is about 1.2 mm. 

The term "convergence" denotes in this specifi- 
cation that divergent light or colli mated light is fo- 
cused to form a diffraction-limited micro spot. 

In the above configuration, a part of incident light 
L3 collimated transmits through the hologram lens 26 
without any diffraction, and a beam of transmitted 
light L4 (that is, a beam of zero-order diffracted light 
L4) is formed. Thereafter, the transmitted light L4 is 
converged by the objective lens 27. Also, a remaining 
part of the incident light L3 is diffracted and refracted 
by the hologram lens 26, and a beam of first-order dif- 
fracted light L5 is formed. In this case, the hologram 
lens 26 selectively functions as a concave lens for the 
first-order diffracted light L5, so that the first-order 
diffracted light L5 diverges from the hologram lens 
26. Thereafter, the first-order diffracted light L5 is 
converged by the objective lens 27. 

In cases where the thin type of first information 
medium 23 is utilized to record or reproduce pieces 
of information on or from a front surface of the me- 
dium 23, as shown in Fig. 4A, the transmitted light L4 
is incident on a rear surface of the first information 
medium 23 and is focused on its front surface by the 
objective lens 27 to form a diffraction-limited con- 
verging spot S1 on the first information medium 23. 
In contrast, in cases where the thick type of second 
information medium 25 is utilized to record or repro- 
duce pieces of information on or from a front surface 
of the medium 25, the diffracted light L5 is incident on 
a rear surface of the second information medium 25 
and is focused on its front surface to form a diffrac- 
tion-limited converging spot S2 on the second infor- 
mation medium 25. Because the hologram lens 26 
functions as a concave lens to diverge the first-order 
diffracted light L5, the diffraction-limited converging 
spots S1, S2 are formed even though the thickness 
T1 of the first information medium 23 differs from the 
thickness T2 of the second information medium 25. 
Therefore, a compound objective lens 29 composed 
of the hologram lens 26 and the objective lens 27 has 
substantially two focal points. 

As shown in Fig. 5, the hologram lens 26 is 
formed by drawing a grating pattern P1 in a pattern 
region 26Aof a transparent substrate 28 in a concen- 
tric circle shape. The pattern region 26A is positioned 
in a center portion of the transparent substrate 28, 
and a no-pattern region 26B is positioned in a periph- 
eral portion of the transparent substrate 28 to sur- 
round the pattern region 26A. An optical axis of the 
imaging optical system 21 passes through a central 
point of the grating pattern P1 and a central axis of 
the objective lens 27. 

In addition, as shown in Fig. 6, the grating pattern 
P1 of the hologram lens 26 is formed in relief to pro- 
duce a phase modulation type of hologram lens. That 
is, blocks which each are composed of a bottom por- 
tion and a top portion are concentrically formed in the 
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grating pattern P1. The height H of the reiief in the 
grating pattern P1 is set to: 

H<A7(n(X)-1), (1) 
where the symbol X denotes a wavelength of the in- 
cident light L3 and the symbol n(X) denotes a refrac- 5 
tive index of the transparent substrate 28 for the in- 
cident light L3. In this case, a difference in phase 
modulation degree between the incident light L3 
transmitting through a bottom portion of the grating 
pattern P1 and the incident light L3 transmitting 10 
through a top portion of the grating pattern P1 is low- 
er than 2n radians. Therefore, a diffraction efficiency 
of the hologram lens 26 for the incident light L3 trans- 
mitting through the grating pattern P1 is less than 
100 % to generate the light L4 transmitting through 15 
the grating pattern P1. Also, the incident light L3 
transmitting through the no-pattern region 26B is not 
diffracted. As a result the intensity of the transmitted 
light L4 can be sufficient to record or reproduce 
pieces of information on or from the first information 20 
medium 23. 

Also, because the intensity of the transmitted 
light L4 is sufficient over the entire surface of the ho- 
logram lens 26, secondary maxima (side lobes) of the 
transmitted light L4 undesirably occurring in the con- 25 
verging spot S1 can be suppressed. In detail, as an 
intensity distribution of the transmitted light L4 con- 
verged on thb converging spot S1 is shown in Fig. 7, 
a primary maximum (a main lobe) of the transmitted 
light L4 positioned in a center of the converging spot 30 
S1 is utilized to record or reproduce a piece of infor- 
mation on or from the first information medium 23, 
and secondary maxima positioned around the pri- 
mary maximum are unnecessary because the sec- 
ondary maxima deteriorate a recording pit or a repro- 35 
ducing signal formed by the primary maximum. 

the grating pattern P1 of hologram lens 26 
formed in relief is blazed as shown in Fig. 6, so that 
the occurrence of minus first-order diffracted tight is 
considerably suppressed. Therefore, the intensity 40 
sum of the transmitted light L4 and the first-order dif- 
fracted light L5 is maximized. In other words, a utili- 
zation efficiency of the incident light L3 is enhanced. 

The numerical aperture NAof the objective lens 
27 is equal to or more than 0.6. Also, when the trans- 45 
mitted light L4 is converged by the objective lens 27, 
the diffraction-limited converging spot S1 is formed 
on the first information medium 23 having a thickness 
T1. 

A diameter of the hologram lens 26 is almost the 50 
same as an aperture of the objective lens 27, so that 
a diameter of the pattern region 26A is smaller than 
the aperture of the objective lens 27. Because the in- 
cident light L3 transmitting through the no-pattern re- 
gion 26B is not diffracted, not only the light L4 trans- 55 
mitting through the pattern region 26A but also the 
light L4 transmitting through the no-pattern region 
26B are converged on the first information medium 
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23 by the objective lens 27 having a high numerical 
aperture. Therefore, the intensity of the transmitted 
light L4 converged at the converging point S1 can be 
increased. In contrast to the transmitted light L4, only 
the incident light L3 transmitting through the pattern 
region 26A of the hologram lens 26 is changed to the 
first-order diffracted light L5, and the first-order dif- 
fracted light L5 is converged on the second informa- 
tion medium 25 by the objective lens 27 having sub- 
stantially a low numerical aperture. 

The phase of the light L4 transmitting through the 
grating pattern P1 of the pattern region 26A is deter- 
mined by an average value of the phase modulation 
degrees in the light L4 transmitting through the bot- 
tom and top portions of the grating pattern P1. In con- 
trast, because the height of the no-pattern region 26B 
is constant, the phase of the light L4 transmitting 
through the no-pattern region 26B is modulated at a 
phase modulation degree. Therefore, as shown in 
Fig. 6, the height of the no-pattern region 26B is set 
even with an average height of the grating pattern P1 
to enhance the convergence function of the objective 
lens 27. 

For example, as shown in Fig. 8A, in cases where 
each block of the grating pattern P1 in the hologram 
lens 26 shown in Fig. 6 approximates to a step-wise 
shape composed of four stairs, a first step is etched 
at a depth h1+h2 and a width W1 t a second step is 
etched at a depth hi and a width W2, a third step is 
etched at a depth h2 and a width W2, and a fourth 
step is etched at a width W1. Therefore, the grating 
pattern P1 approximating to the step-wise shape is 
formed in the pattern region 26A. Thereafter, a per- 
ipheral portion of the transparent substrate 28 is 
etched by a depth hi or h2 to form the no-pattern re- 
gion 26B. Therefore, the height of the no-pattern re- 
gion 26B is almost the same as an average height of 
the pattern region 26A, so that the phase of the light 
L4 transmitting through the pattern region 26A is al- 
most the same as that of the light L4 transmitting 
through the no-pattern region 26B. 

In addition, as shown in Fig. 8B, an ideal blazed 
shape of the hologram lens 26 shown in Fig. 6 can ap- 
proximate to a step-wise shape which is obtained by 
etching a center portion of the transparent substrate 
28 many times. In this case, the height HO of the step- 
wise shape is set to satisfy an equation HO < )J(r\(Xy 
1) so that the difference in phase modulation degree 
is set to a value lower than 2n radians. Specifically, 
in cases where the step-wise shape of the hologram 
lens 26 is composed of a flight of N stairs having the 
same difference n 0 in level, the difference n c in level 
is set to satisfy an equation n 0 < A/{(n(X)-1)*N} to set 
the difference in phase modulation degree of each 
stairs to a value lower than 2n/N radians. A peripheral 
portion of the transparent substrate 28 is etched to 
set the thickness of the no-pattern region 26B to a 
thickness of the pattern region 26A at one of the N 
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stairs which is not the top stair or the bottom stair. 
Therefore, the height of the no-pattern region 26B is 
almost the same as an average height of the pattern 
region 26A, so that the phase of the light L4 transmit- 
ting through the pattern region 26A is almost the 5 
same as that of the light L4 transmitting through the 
no-pattern region 26B. 

The grating pattern P1 of the hologram lens 26 is 
designed to correct any aberration occurring in the 
objective lens 27 and the second information medium 1 o 
25, so that the first-order diffracted light L5 transmits 
through the second information medium 25 having a 
thickness T2 and is converged on the medium 25 to 
form the diffraction-limited converging spot S2 with- 
out any aberration. A method for designing the holo- 15 
gram lens 26 having an aberration correcting func- 
tion is described. 

After the first-order diffracted light L5 is con- 
verged on the second information medium 25, sphe- 
rical waves diverge from the converging spot S2 and, 20 
transmit through the second substrate 24 and the ob- 
jective lens 27. Thereafter, the spherical waves trans- 
mit through the transparent substrate 28 and optically 
interfere with the incident light L3. Therefore, an inter- 
ference pattern is formed by the interference be- 25 
tween the spherical waves and the incident light L3. 
The interference pattern can be calculated by sub- 
tracting the phase of the spherical waves from an in- 
verted phase obtained by inverting the phase of the 
incident light L3. Accordingly, the grating pattern P1 30 
of the hologram lens 26 which agrees with the inter- 
ference pattern calculated can be easily formed ac- 
cording to a computer generated hologram technique. 

Accordingly, because the compound objective 
lens 29 is composed of the objective lens 27 and the 35 
hologram lens 26 in which a part of the incident light 
L3 is diffracted and refracted, a diffraction-limited 
converging spot can be reliably formed on an informa- 
tion medium regardless of whether the information 
medium has a thickness T1 or a thickness T2. Also, 40 
two diffraction-limited converging spots can be si- 
multaneously formed on an information medium at 
difference depths. In other words, the compound ob- 
jective lens has substantially two focal points. 

Also, because the diffraction efficiency of the ho- 45 
logram lens 26 is less than 100 % and the intensity of 
the light L4 transmitting through the hologram lens 26 
is suff icient to record or reproduce information on or 
from the first information medium 23, the secondary 
maxima of the transmitted light L4 converged on the so 
converging spot S1 can be suppressed. 

Also, because the hologram lens 26 is blazed, the 
occurrence of minus first-order diffracted light can be 
considerably suppressed. Therefore, the intensity 
sum of the transmitted light L4 and the f irst-order dif- 55 
fracted light L5 can be maximized, and a utilization 
efficiency of the incident light L3 can be enhanced. 
Also, because the hologram lens 26 functions as 



a lens only for the first-order diffracted light, the pos- 
ition of the converging point S1 formed by the trans- 
mitted light L4 differs from that of the converging 
point S2 formed by the first-order diffracted light L5 
in an optical axis direction. Therefore, when the trans- 
mitted light L4 is converged in focus on an information 
recording plane of the information medium 23 to re- 
cord or read a piece of information, the first-order dif- 
fracted light L5 converged on the information medium 
23 is out of focus at the information recording plane. 
In the same manner, when the first-order diffracted 
light L5 is converged in focus on an information re- 
cording plane of the information medium 25, the 
transmitted light L4 converged on the information 
medium 25 is out of focus at the information recording 
plane. Accordingly, when the light L4 (or L5) is con- 
verged on the converging spot S1 (or S2) in focus to 
record or read the information, the light L5 (or L4) not 
converged on the converging spot S1 (or S2) in focus 
does not adversely influence on the recording or 
reading of the information. To reliably prevent the ad- 
verse influence on the recording or reading of the in- 
formation, a difference in the optical axis direction 
between the converging spots S1, S2 is required to 
be equal to or more than 50 u,m. That is, when the dif- 
ference is equal to or more than 50 urn, the light L5 
(or L4) largely diverges to reduce the intensity of the 
light L5 (or L4) at an information recording plane 
when the light L4 (or L5) is converged on the converg- 
ing spot S1 (or S2) of the information recording plane 
at a high intensity. 

Also, because the thickness T2 of the second in- 
formation medium 25 representing the compact disk 
or the laser disk is about 1. 2 mm and because the 
thickness T1 of the first information medium 23 rep- 
resenting a prospective optical disk ranges from 0.4 
mm to 0.8 mm, the difference in the optical axis direc- 
tion between the converging points S1, S2 is required 
to be equal to or less than 1.0 mm by considering a 
moving range of an actuator with which the position 
of the compound objective lens 29 composed of the 
objective lens 27 and the hologram lens 26 is adjust- 
ed according to a focus servo signal. Because the ho- 
logram lens 26 functions as a concave lens for the 
first-order diffracted light, the difference between 
the converging points S1, S2 can be increased to 
about 1 mm. 

Accordingly, even though the transmitted light L4 
and the first-order diffracted light L5 are simultane- 
ously converged by the objective lens 27, no adverse 
influence is exerted on the recording or reproduction 
of the information on condition that the difference be- 
tween the converging points S1, S2 ranges from 50 
u.m to 1 mm. 

Examples of the utilization of the imaging optical 
system 21 for various types of optical disks are de- 
scribed. 

In cases where the image optical system 21 is 
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utilized for an optical disk device in which pieces of 
information recorded in a thin type of high density 
optical disk and a thick type of compact disk are ex- 
clusively reproduced, the diffraction efficiency of the 
hologram lens 26 for changing the incident light L3 to 5 
the diffracted light L5 is set in a range from about 20 
% to 70 %. In this case, the intensity of the transmit- 
ted light L4 converged on the high density optical disk 
is almost the same as that of the first-order diffracted 
light L5 converged on the compact disk. Therefore, w 
the output power of the incident light L3 can be mini- 
mized. 

Also, in cases where the image optical system 21 
is utilized for an optical disk device in which pieces of 
information recorded in a thin type of high density is 
optical disk are recorded or reproduced and pieces of 
information recorded in a thick type of optical disk are 
exclusively reproduced, the diffraction efficiency of 
the hologram lens 26 for changing the incident light L3 
to the first-order diffracted light L5 is set to a value 1 20 
equal to or lower than 30 % In this case, even though 
a high intensity of transmitted light L4 is required to 
record a piece of information on the high density opt- 
ical disk, the recording of the information can be reli- 
ably performed without increasing the intensity of the 25 
incident light L3 because a transmission efficiency of 
the hologram lens 26 for the incident light L3 is high. 
In other words, a utilization efficiency of the incident 
light L3 can be enhanced when a piece of information 
is recorded on the high density optical disk, so that 30 
the output power of the incident light L3 can be mini- 
mized. 

In the first embodiment, the hologram lens 26 
functions as a concave lens for the first-order dif- 
fracted light L5. However, it is applicable that a holo- 35 
gram lens 26M functioning as a convex lens for the 
first-order diffracted light L5 be utilized in place of the 
hologram lens 26. That is, as shown in Figs. 9A t 9B, 
the diffracted light L5 is converged on the first infor- 
mation medium 23 by the objective lens 27 to form 40 
the diffraction limited converging spot S1, and the 
transmitted light L4 is converged on the second infor- 
mation medium 25 by the objective lens 27 to form 
the diffraction limited converging spot S2. In this 
case, the difference between the converging points 45 
S1, S2 is required to be equal to or less than 0.5 mm 
by considering the moving range of the actuator. How- 
ever, the occurrence of a chromatic aberration can be 
prevented in an imaging optical system 21 M in which 
the hologram lens 26M functioning as a concave lens so 
for the diffracted light L5 is utilized. The achromati- 
zation function in the imaging optical system is de- 
scribed in detail. 

When a focal length of the hologram lens 26M for 
the incident light L3 having a wavelength ko is repre- 55 
sented by f H0 and another focal length of the holo- 
gram lens 26M for the incident light L3 having a wa- 
velength X, is represented by f^, an equation (2) is 
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satisfied. 

f ni = fHO * >o/>h (2) 
The focal length f H of the hologram lens 22 is 
shortened as the wavelength A of the incident light L3 
becomes longer. Also, when a refractive index of the 
objective lens 27 for the incident light L3 having a wa- 
velength Xq is represented by n(Xo) and another re- 
fractive index of the objective lens 27 for the incident 
light L3 having a wavelength X, is represented by nft), 
a focal length f D (X) of the objective lens 27 for the in- 
cident light L3 having a wavelength X is formulated by 
an equation (3). 

'dM = fofto) x (n(Xo) - 1)/(n(X,) - 1) (3) 
The focal length f D (X) of the objective lens 27 Is 
lengthened as the wavelength X of the incident light 
L3 becomes longer. That is, the dependence of the fo- 
cal length f D (X) on the wavelength X in the objective 
lens 27 is opposite to that of the focal length f„ on the 
wavelength X in the hologram lens 26M. Therefore, a 
condition that the compound objective lens29M com- 
posed of the objective lens 27 and the hologram lens 
26M functions as an achromatic lens is formulated by 
an equation (4). 

Mho + 1/foOo) ■ 1/fw 1/f D (*<) 
= Who x XJXd + 
(n(X,) - Wo(M * (n(Xo) - 1)} (4) 
Accordingly, because the dependence of the fo- 
cal length f D (X) on the wavelength A in the objective 
lens 27 is opposite to that in the hologram lens 22, the 
compound objective lens 29M having an achromatic 
function can be formed by the combination of the 
lenses 26M, 27, and the occurrence of the chromatic 
aberration can be prevented. Also, even though the 
equation (4) is not strictly satisfied, the occurrence of 
the chromatic aberration can be largely suppressed. 

. Also, a curvature of the objective lens 27 can be 
small because the hologram lens 26M functions as a 
convex lens for the : first-order diffracted light L5. 
Also, because the hologram lens 26M is a plane type 
of element, a lightweight type of compound objective 
lens having an achromatic function can be made in 
large scale manufacture. A principal of the achroma- 
tization has been proposed in a first literature (D. Fa- 
klis and M. Morris, Photonics Spectrafl 991), Novem- 
ber p.205 & December p.131), a second literature 
(MA Ganetal., S.P.I.E.(1991), Vol.1507, p.116) f and 
a third literature (P. Twardowski and P. Meirueis, 
S.P.I.E.(1991), Vol.1507, p.55). 

(Second Embodiment) 

Fig. 10A is a constitutional view of an imaging 
optical system having a compound objective lens ac- 
cording to a second embodiment of the present inven- 
tion, a beam of transmitted light not diffracted being 
converged on a thin type of information medium. Fig. 
1 0B is a constitutional view of the imaging optical 
system shown in Fig. 10A, a beam of first-order dif- 
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fracted light being converged on a thick type of infor- 
mation medium. 

As shown. in Figs. 10A, 10B, an.imaging optical 
system 31 for converging light on the first substrate 

22 of the first information medium 23 (the thickness 
T1 ) or the second substrate 24 of the second informa- 
tion medium 25 (the thickness T2) to form a diffrac- 
tion-limited converging spot, comprises a blazed ho- 
logram lens 32 for transmitting a part of incident light 
L3 without any diffraction to form a beam of transmit- 
ted light L4 anddiffracting a remaining part of inci- 
dent light L3 to form a beam of first-order diffracted 
light L5, and the objective lens 27 for converging the 
transmitted light L4 on the first information medium 

23 or converging the first-order diffracted light L5 on 
the second information medium 25. 

The hologram lens 32 is formed by drawing a 
grating pattern P2 in a pattern region 32A of the 
transparent substrate 28 in a concentric circle shape. 
The pattern region 32A is positioned in a center por- ( 
tion of the transparent substrate 28. An diameter of 
the grating pattern P2 is equal to or larger than an 
aperture of the objective lens 27. Also, a diffraction 
efficiency of the hologram lens 32 for the incident light 
L3 transmitting through the.grating pattern P2 is less 
than 1 00 % in the same manner as in the first embodi- 
ment, so that the intensity of the transmitted light L4 
is sufficient to record or reproduce a piece of infor ma- 
tion on or from the first information medium 23. 

i In addition, as shown in Fig. 11, the diffraction ef- 
ficiency in a central portion of the pattern region 32A 
is high, and the diffraction efficiency is gradually de- 
creased toward an outer direction of the pattern re- 
gion 32A. In other words, in cases where the grating 
pattern P2 of the hologram lens 32 is formed in relief, 
the height H of the relief in the grating pattern P2 is 
gradually lowered toward the outer direction of the 
pattern region 32A. Or, in cases . where an, ideal 
blazed shape of .the hologram lens 26 approximates 
to a step-wise shape, each block of the grating pat- 
tern P2 positioned in the central portion of the trans- 
parent substrate 28 is formed in a step-wise shape 
shown in Fig. 12A in which. an inclined angle 9-, of 
stairs is large and a relationship W1>W2 between a 
first etching width W1 and a second etching width W2 
is satisfied, and the grating pattern P2 formed in the 
step-wise shape shown in Fig. 12A is gradually 
changed by decreasing the first etching width W1 and 
increasing the second etching width W2 toward the 
outer direction of the pattern region 32A while the 
height H of the grating pattern P2 is gradually de- 
creased. Therefore, each block of the grating pattern 
P2 positioned in a peripheral portion of the transpar- 
ent substrate 28 is formed in a step-wise shape 
shown in Fig. 12B in which an inclined angle 6 2 of 
stairs is small and a relationship W1 <W2 between the 
etching widths is satisfied. Also, each block of the 
grating pattern P2 positioned in a middle portion be- 



tween the centra! and peripheral portions is formed 
in a step-wise shape shown in. Fig. 12C in which the 
etching widths W1, W2 is the same. 

In the above configuration of the imaging optical 
5 system 31, a part of the incident light L3 transmits 
through the hologram lens 32 without any diffraction 
to form a beam of transmitted light L4, and the trans- 
mitted light L4 is converged by the objective lens 27. 
Also, a remaining part of the incident light L3 is dif- 
10 fracted and refracted by the hologram lens 32. In this 
case, the hologram lens 32 functions as a concave 
lens for the incident light L3, so that a first-order dif- 
fracted light L5 diverges from the hologram lens 32. 
Thereafter, the first-order diffracted light L5 is con- 
15 verged by the objective lens 27. 

In cases where the thin type of first information 
medium 23 is utilized to record or reproduce pieces 
of information on or from a front surface of the me- 
dium 23, as shown in Fig. 10A, the transmitted Mght 
20 L4 is incident on a rear surface of the first information 
medium 23 and is focused on its front surface by the 
objective lens 27 to form a diffraction-limited con- 
verging spot S3 on the first information medium 23. 
In this case, because the diffraction efficiency in the 
25 central portion of the grating pattern P2 is high and 
because the diffraction efficiency is gradually de- 
creased toward the outer direction of the grating pat- 
tern P2, a diffraction probability of the incident light 
L3 is lowered in the peripheral portion of the grating 
30 pattern P2. Therefore, the light L4 transmits through 
the objective lens 27 on condition that the numerical 
aperture NAof the objective lens 27 is high. 

In contrast, in cases where the thick type of sec- 
ond information medium 25 is utilized to record or re- 
35 produce pieces of information on or from a front sur- 
face of the medium 25, the diffracted light L5 is inci- 
dent on a rear surface of the second information me- 
dium 25 and js focused on its front surface to form a 
diffraction-iimited converging spot S5 on the second 
40 information medium 25. In this case, because the ho- 
logram lens 32 functions as a concave lens to diverge 
the first-order diffracted light.L5, the diffraction-lim- 
ited converging spots S3, S4 are formed even though 
the thickness T1 of the first information medium 23 
45 differs from the thickness T2 of the second informa- 
tion medium 25. Therefore, a compound objective 
lens 34 composed of the hologram lens 32 and the ob- 
jective lens 27 has substantially two focal points. 
Accordingly, because the light L4 transmits 
50 through the objective lens 27 on condition thatthe nu- 
merical aperture NA of the objective lens 27 is high, 
the intensity of the transmitted light L4 converged on 
the first information medium 23 can be high. 

Also, in cases where the incident light L3 is radi- 
55 ated from a semiconductor laser, a far field pattern of 
the incident light L3 is distributed in a Gaussian dis- 
tribution as shown in Fig. 13A. Therefore, because 
the diffraction efficiency is gradually decreased to- 
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ward the outer direction of the grating pattern P2, a 
far field pattern of the transmitted light L4 is distrib- 
uted in a gently-sloping shape as shown in Fig. 13B. 
In contrast to the second embodiment, because the 
incident light L3 is riot diffracted in the no-pattern re- 
gion 26b~df the Koldgram lens 26 in the first embodi- 
ment the intensity of the transmitted light L4 is sud- 
denly increased at the peripheral portion of the holo- 
gram lens 26. 

Accordingly, secondary maxima of the transmit- 
ted light L4 converged on the converging spot S3 can 
be moreover suppressed in the second embodiment 
as compared with in thefirst embodiment That is, the 
recording and reproducing of the information can be 
performed without any deterioration of the informa- 
tion by utilizing the imaging optical system 31. 

In addition, in cases where the first-order dif- 
fracted light Ls is converged on the second informa- 
tion medium 25 to form the diffraction-limited con- 
verging spot S4, a numerical aperture of the objective 
lens 27 for the first-order diffracted light L5 is low be- 
cause the.dif fraction efficiency of the hologram lens 
32 is decrease^ toward an outer direction of the pat- 
tern region 32A. As a result, the intensity of the first- 
order diffracted light L5 becomes iowered. In cases 
where the difjfraction efficiency of the hologram lens 
32 is .heightened to increase this intensity of the first- 
order diffracted light L5, the intensity of the transmit- 
ted light L4 at its inner beam portion is largely de- 
creased, and secondary maxima (or side lobes) of the 
transmitted light L4 at the converging spot S3 is un- 
desirably incr^sed. Therefore, the incident light t3 of 
which the far field pattern is distributed in the Gaus- 
sian distribution is radiated to the hologram lens 32 to 
increase the intensity of the first-order diffracted light 
L5 without any increase of the second maxima. In de- 
tail, as shown in Fig. 14/\ the incident light L3 distrib- 
uted not only in a central portion of the Gaussian dis- 
tribution but also in a pe'ripherai portion of the Gaus- 
sian distribution transmits through the hologram lens 
32 and is refracted by thejDbjective lens 27 because 
the diameter of the grating pattern P2 is equal to or 
larger than the aperture of the objective lens 27. 
Therefore, a numerical aperture NA of the objective 
lens 27 at a light source side for the incident light t3 
becomes higher than that in the first embodiment, 
and the diffraction efficiency of the hologram lens 32 
is heightened. As a result, the intensity of the first- 
order diffracted light L5 converged on the second in- 
formation medium 25 can be increased, as shown in 
Fig. 14B. Also, because the intensity of the incident 
light L3 at the peripheral portion of the Gaussian dis- 
tribution is low and because the diffraction efficiency 
of the hologram lens 32 is increased toward the inner 
direction of the grating pattern region 32A, intensity 
of the transmitted light t4 is distributed in a gently- 
sloping shape as shown in Fig. 14C. Accordingly, sec- 
ondary maxima of the transmitted light L4 at the con- 



verging spot S3 can be suppressed; - 

Examples of the utilization of the imaging optical 
system 31 for various types of optical disks are de- 
scribed. 

In cases where the image optical system 31 is 
utilized for an optical disk device in which pieces of 
information recorded in a thin type of high density 
optical disk and a thick type of compact disk are ex- 
clusively reproduced, the diffraction efficiency of the 
10 hologram lens 32 for the incident light L3 is set in a 
range from about 20 % to 70 %. In this case, the in- 
tensity of the transmitted light L4 converged on the 
high density optical disk is almost the same as that of 
the first-order diffracted light L5 converged on the 
15 compact disk. Therefore, the output power of the in- 
cident light t3 can be minimized. 

Also, in cases where the image optical system 31 
is utilized for an optical disk device in which pieces of 
information recorded in a thin type of high density 
20 optical disk are recorded or reproduced and pieces of 
information recorded in a thick type of optical disk are 
exclusively reproduced, the diffraction efficiency of 
the hologram lens 32 for the incident light t3 is set to 
a value equal to or lower than 30 %; In this case, even 
25 though a high intensity of transmitted light t4 is re- 
quired to record a piece of information on the high 
density optical disk, the recording of the information 
can be reliably performed without increasing the in- 
tensity of the incident light L3 because a transmission 
30 efficiency of the hologram lens 32 for the incident light 
L3 is high. In other words, a utilization efficiency of 
the incident light L3 can be enhanced when a piece 
of information is recorded on the high density optical 
disk, so that the output power of the incident light L3 
35 can be minimized. 

In the second embodiment, the grating pattern 
P2 positioned in the central portion of the transparent 
substrate 28 is gradually changed toward the outer di- 
rect ion of the pattern region 32A from the step-wise 
40 shape shown in Fig. 12A to the step-wise shape 
shown in Fig. 12B through the step- wise shape shown 
in Fig. 12C. However, because the occurrence of un- 
necessary diffracted light such as minus first-order 
diffracted light can be effectively prevented in the 
45 middle portion of the transparent substrate 28 in 
which the grating pattern P2 is formed in the step- 
wise shape shown in Fig. 12C, it is preferred that the 
middle portion occupy a large part of the pattern re- 
gion 32Aof the hologram lens 32. In this case, the in- 
50 tensity sum of the transmitted light L4 and the first- 
order diffracted light L5 can be maximized, so that a 
utilization efficiency of the incident light t3 can be en- 
hanced. 

Also, because the first etching width W1 of the 
55 grating pattern P2 is gradually decreased toward the 
outer direction of the pattern region 32A, it is applica- 
ble that the grating pattern P2 formed in the step- 
wise shape shown in Fig. 12B be changed to a step- 
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wise shape shown in Fig. 1 2D.when the first width W1 
is decreased to a value lower than about 1 That 
is, a flight of four stairs shown in Fig. 12B is changed 
to a flight of two stairs. In this case, the grating pat- 
tern P2 formed in the step-wise shape shown in Fig. 
12D can be easily made. In addition, in cases where 
a. height H4 of the grating pattern P2 formed in the 
step-wise shape shown in Fig. 12D is moreover de- 
creased toward the outer direction of the pattern re- 
gion 32A, it is preferred that the grating pattern P2 be 
formed in a step-wise shape shown in Fig. 12E. That 
is, a third etching width W3 is gradually decreased to- 
ward the outer direction of the pattern region 32A 
while decreasing a height H5 of the grating pattern 
P2 Therefore, the diffraction efficiency of the holo- 
gram lens 32 can be gradually decreased toward the 
outer direction of the pattern region 32A without any 
manufacturing diff iculty of the grating pattern P2. 

In addition, as shown in Fig. 15A, it is applicable 
that a hologram lens 33 be formed, in place of the ho- 
logram lens 32, by placing the grating pattern P1 of 
the pattern region 32A in a central portion of the 
transparent substrate 28 and placing four types of dif- 
fraction regions 33A, 33B, 33C and 33D which sur- 
round the grating pattern P1. A part of the incident 
light L3 transmitting through each of the diffraction 
regions 33A to 33D is diffracted to control a transmis- 
sion efficiency of the hdogram lens 33. In this case, 
the intensity of the transmitted light L4 at its periph- 
eral portion is decreased, so that secondary maxima 
occurring in the converging spot S3 can be sup- 
pressed. Also, it is applicable that the grating pattern 
P1 of the hologram be replaced with the grating pat- 
tern P2. Also, it is applicable that grating directions of 
the diffraction regions 33A to 33D differ from each 
other. In this case, even though the first-order dif- 
fracted light L5 diffracted in the diffraction region 33A 
is, for example, incident on the diffraction region 33c 
after the diffracted light L5 is reflected by the second 
information medium 25, the diffracted jight L5 again 
diffracted in the diffraction region 33c does not pass 
in parallel to the optical axis. Therefore, in cases 
where a piece of information read from the second in- 
formation medium 25 is detected in a detector to re- 
produce the information, the first-order diffracted 
light L5 diffracted in the diffraction regions 33A to 
33D is not detected by the detector as stray light Ac- 
cordingly, the. reproduction of the information does 
not deteriorate. 

Also, as shown in Fig. 1 5B, it is applicable that the 
hologram lens 32 function as a convex lens. In this 
case, the diffracted light L5 is converged on the first 
information medium 23, and the transmitted light L4 
is converged on the second information medium 25, 
as shown in Fig. 15C. 



(Third Embodiment) 

Fig. 16A is a constitutional view of an imaging 
optical system having a compound objective lens ac- 
5 cording to a third embodiment of the present inven- 
tion, a beam of first-order diffracted light being con- 
verged on a thin type of information medium. Fig. 1 6B 
is a constitutional view of the imaging optical system 
shown in Fig. 16A, a beam of transmitted light not dif- 
10 fracted being converged on a thick type of informa- 
tion medium. 

As shown in Figs. 16A, 16B, an imaging optical 
system 41 for converging light on the first substrate 
22 of the first information medium 23 (the thickness 
15 T1)orthesecondsubstrate24ofthesecond informa- 
tion medium 25 (the thickness T2) to form a diffrac- 
tion-limited converging spot comprises a blazed ho- 
logram lens 42 for transmitting a part of incident light 
L3 without any diffraction to form a beam of transmit- 
20 ted light L4 and diffracting a remaining part of inci- 
dent light L3 to form a beam of first-order diffracted 
light L6, and the objective lens 27 for converging the 
first-order diffracted Nght L6 on the first information 
medium 23 or converging the transmitted light L4 on 
25 the second information medium 25. 

The hologram lens 42 is formed by drawing a 
grating pattern P3 in a pattern region 42A of the 
transparent substrate 28 in a concentric circle shape. 
The pattern region 42A is positioned in a center por- 
30 tion of the transparent substrate 28. An diameter of 
the grating pattern P3 is equal to or larger than an 
aperture of the objective lens 27. Also, a diffraction 
efficiency of the hologram lens42forthe iricidentlight 
L3 transmitting through the grating pattern P3 is less 
35 than 1 00 % in 1 the same manner as in the first embodi- 
ment, so that the intensity of the transmitted light L4 
is sufficient to record or reprodube a piece of informa- 
tion on or from the second information medium 25. 
In addition, as shown in Fig. 17, the diffraction 
40 efficiency of the hologram lens 42 is high in a periph- 
eral portion of the pattern region 42A, and the diffrac- 
tion efficiency is gradually decreased toward an inner 
direction of the pattern region 42A. In other words, in 
cases where the grating pattern P3 of the hologram 
45 lens 42 is formed in relief, the height H of the relief in 
the grating pattern P3 is gradually lowered toward the 
inner direction of the pattern region 42A. Or, in cases 
where an ideal bjazed shape of the hologram lens 26 
approximates to a step- wise shape, each pitch of the 
so grating pattern P3 positioned in the peripheral por- 
tion of the transparent substrate 28 is formed in a 
step-wise shape shown in Fig. 12A in which the in- 
clined angle 9i of stairs is large and the relationship 
W1>W2 between the first and second etching widths 
55 W1, W2 is satisfied, and the grating pattern P3 
formed in the step-wise shape shown in Fig. 12A is 
gradually changed by decreasing the first etching 
width W1 and increasing the second etching width W2 
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toward the inner direction of the pattern region 42A 
while the height H of the grating pattern P3 is gradu- 
ally decreased. Therefore, each pitch of the grating 
pattern P3 positioned in a central portion of the trans- 
parent substrate 28 is formed in a step-wise shape 5 
shown in Fig. 12B in which the inclined angle 9 2 of 
stairs is small and the relationship W1<W2 is satis- 
fied. Also, each pitch of the grating pattern P3 posi- 
tioned in a middle portion between the central and 
peripheral portions is formed in a step-wise shape 10 
shown in Fig. 12C in which the etching widths W1 , W2 
is the same. 

In the above configuration of the imaging optical 
system 41, as shown in Fig. 16B, a part of the incident 
light L3 transmits through the hologram lens 42 with- 15 
out any diffraction to form a beam of transmitted light 
L4, and the transmitted light L4 is converged by the 
objective lens 27. Also, a remaining part of the inci- 
dent light L3 is diffracted by the hologram lens 42 to 
form a beam of first-order diffracted light L6. In this ' 20 
case, the hologram lens 42 functions as a convex 
lens for the incident light L3, so that a first-order dif- 
fracted light L6 formed in the hologram lens 42 con- 
verges. Thereafter, the diffracted light L6 is con- 
verged by the objective lens 27. 25 

In cases where the thin type of first information 
medium 23 is utiiized to record or reproduce pieces 
of information on or from a front surface of the me- 
dium 23, as shown in Fig. 16A, the diffracted light L6 
is incident on a rear surface of the first information 30 
medium 23 and is focused on its front surface to form 
a diffraction-limited converging spot S5 on the first 
information medium 23. In contrast, in cases where 
the thick type of second information medium 25 is 
utilized to record or reproduce pieces of information 35 
on or from a front surface of the medium 25, the trans- 
mitted light L4 is incident on a rear surface of the sec- 
ond information medium 25 and is focused on its front 
surface to form a diffraction-limited converging spot 
S6 on the second information medium 25. 40 

In this case, because the hologram lens 42 func- 
tions as a convex lens to converge the diffracted light 
L6, the diffraction-limited converging spots S5, S6 
are formed even though the thickness T1 of the first 
information medium 23 differs from the thickness T2 45 
of the second information medium 25. Therefore, a 
compound objective lens 43 composed of the holo- 
gram lens 42 and the objective lens 27 has substan- 
tially two focal points. 

Also, because the hologram lens 42 functions as 50 
a convex lens for the diffracted light L6, the diffracted 
light L6 transmits through the objective lens 27 on 
condition that the numerical aperture NAof the objec- 
tive lens 27 is substantially high. 

In addition, because the diffraction efficiency in 55 
the peripheral portion of the grating pattern P3 is high 
and because the diffraction efficiency is gradually 
decreased toward the inner direction of the grating 



pattern P3; a diffraction- probability of the incident 
light L3 is higher in the peripheral portion of the grat- 
ing pattern P3. " 

The grating pattern P3 ofthe hologram lens 42 is 
designed to correct "any aberration occurring in the 
objective lens 27 and the first information medium 
23, so that the diffracted light L6 transmits through 
the first information medium 23 having the thickness 
T1 and is converged on the medium 23 to form the dif- 
fract ioivlimrtecj converging spot S5 without any aber- 
ration. A method for designing the hotogram lens 42 
having an aberration ' correcting function is descri- 
bed. - 

After the difffected light L6 is converged on the 
first information medium 23, spherical waves diverge 
from the converging spot S5 and transmit through the 
first substrate 22 and the objective lens 27. There- 
after, the spherical weaves transmit through the trans- 
parent substrate 28 and optically interfere with the in- 
cident light L3. therefore, an interference pattern is 
formed by the ! interference between the spherical 
waves and the incident light L3. The interference pat- 
tern can .jM^^atQjd; by adding ; the phase of the 
spheirical wav£s to an inverted ph^se "obtained By in- 
verting the ph&se of the incident light L3. Accordingly, 
the grating" pattern hologram lens 42 which 

agrees with the ^interference pattern calculated can 
be easily formed according to a computer generated 
hologram technique: 

Accordingly, because the hologram lens 42 func- 
tions as a convex lens for the first-order diffracted 
light L6, a curvature of the objective lens 27 can be 
lowered. Also, a glass material having a high refrac- 
tive index is not required to produce the objective lens 

Also, because the first-order diffracted light L6 
formed in th^ hologram lens 42 converges before the 
diff racted light L6 is incident on the objective lens 27, 
the distance in an optical axis direction between the 
converging spots S5, S6 tan be lengthened to about 
1 mm. Therefore, even though the transmitted light L4 
(or the first-order diffracted light L6) is converged on 
the converging spot S6 (or S5) in focus to record or 
read a piece of information, the light L6 (or L4) is not 
converged on the converging spot S6 (or S5) in focus 
to reduce the intensity ofthe light L6 (or L4) at the con- 
verging spot S6 (or S5). Accordingly, no adverse in- 
fluence is exerted on the recording or reproduction of 
the information 

Also, because the hologram lens 42 functions as 
a convex lens for the first-order diffracted light L6, the 
occurrence of a chromatic aberration can be prevent- 
ed in the imaging optical system 41. In detail, the fo- 
cal length ofthe hologram lens 42 is shortened as the 
wavelength of the incident light L3 becomes longer. In 
contrast, the focal length of the objective lens 27 is 
lengthened as the wavelength of the incident light L3 
becomes longer. That is, the dependence of the focal 
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length on the wavelength in the objective lens 27 is 
opposite to that of the focal length on the wavelength 
in the hologram lens 42. Therefore, the compound ob- 
jective lens 43 having an achromatic function can be 
formed by the combination of the lenses 27, 42, and 5 
the occurrence of the chromatic aberration can be 
prevented. 

Also, because the hologram lens 42 is a plane 
type of element, a lightweight type of compound ob- 
jective lens can be made in large scale manufacture. 10 

Also, because the diffraction efficiency of the ho- 
logram lens 42 is gradually decreased toward an inner 
direction of the pattern region 42A, the numerical 
aperture of the objective lens 27 for the first-order 
diffracted light L6 becomes substantially enlarged. 15 
Therefore, the intensity of the first-order diffracted 
light L6 can be enlarged to record or reproduce a 
piece of information on or from the first information 
medium 23. 

Also, in cases where the incident light L3 is radi- , 20 
ated from a semiconductor laser, a far field pattern of 
the incident light L3 is distributed in a Gaussian dis- 
tribution as shown in Fig. 13A. Therefore, because 
the diffraction efficiency of the hologram lens 42 is 
gradually decreased toward the inner direction of the 25 
grating pattern P2, afar field pattern of the first-order 
diffracted light L6 is distributed in a gently-sloping 
shape. Accordingly, secondary maxima of the first- 
order diffracted light L6 converged on the converging 
spot S5 can be moreover suppressed in the third em- 30 
bodiment as compared with in the first embodiment. 
That is, the recording and reproducing of the informa- 
tion ca n be performed without any deteriorat ion of the 
information by utilizing the imaging optical system 
41. 35 

In addition, in cases where the transmitted light 
L4 is converged on the second information medium 
25 to form the diffraction-limited converging spot S6, 
a numerical aperture of the objective lens 27 for the 
transmitted light L4 is low because the diffraction ef- 40 
f iciency of the hologram lens 42 is increased toward 
an outer direction of the grating pattern 42A. As a re- 
sult, the intensity of the transmitted light L4 becomes 
lowered. In cases where a transmission efficiency of 
the hologram lens 42 is heightened to increase the in- 45 
tensity of the transmitted light L4, the intensity of the 
first-order diffracted light L6 at its inner beam portion 
is largely decreased, and secondary maxima (or side 
lobes) of the first-order diffracted light L6 at the con- 
verging spot S6 is undesirably increased. Therefore, 50 
the incident light L3 of which the far field pattern is 
distributed in the Gaussian distribution is radiated to 
the hologram lens 42 to increase the intensity of the 
transmitted light L4 without any increase of the sec- 
ond maxima. In detail, as shown in Fig. 18A, the inci- 55 
dent light L3 distributed in not only a central portion 
of the Gaussian distribution but also a peripheral por- 
tion of the Gaussian distribution transmits through 



the hologram lens 42 and is refracted by the objective 
lens 27 because the diameter of the grating pattern 
P3 is equal to or larger than the aperture of the ob- 
jective lens 27. Therefore, a numerical aperture NAof 
the objective lens 27 at a light source side for the in- 
cident light L3 becomes higher than that in the first 
embodiment, and a transmission efficiency of the ho- 
logram lens 42 is heightened. As a result, the intensity 
of the transmitted light L4 converged on the second 
information medium 25 can be increased, as shown 
in Fig. 1 8B. Also, because the intensity of the incident 
light L3 at the peripheral portion of the Gaussian dis- 
tribution is iow and because the diffraction efficiency 
of the hologram lens 42 is decreased toward the inner 
direction of the grating pattern 42A, the first-order 
diffracted light L6 is distributed in a gently-sloping 
shape as shown in Fig. 18C. Accordingly, secondary 
maxima of the first-order diffracted light L6 at the 
converging spot S5 can be suppressed. 

Examples of the utilization of the imaging optical 
system 41 for various types of optical disks are de- 
scribed. 

In cases where the image optical system 41 is 
utilized for an optical disk device in which pieces of 
information recorded in a thin type of high density 
optical disk and a thick type of compact disk are ex- 
clusively reproduced, the diffraction efficiency of the 
hologram lens 42 for the incident light L3 is set in a 
range from about 20 % to 70 %. In this case, the in- 
tensity of the transmitted light L4 converged on the 
compact disk is almost the same as that of the first- 
order diffracted light L6 converged on the high den- 
sity optical disk. Therefore, the output power of the in- 
cident light L3 can be minimized. 

Also, in cases where the image optical system 41 
is utilized for an optical disk device in which pieces of 
information recorded in a thin type of high density 
optical disk are recorded or reproduced and pieces of 
information recorded in a thick type of optical disk are 
exclusively reproduced, the diffraction efficiency of 
the hologram lens 42 for the incident light L3 is set to 
a value equal to or higher than 55 %. In this case, 
even though a high intensity of the first-order diffract- 
ed light L6 is required to record a piece of information 
on the high density optical disk, the recording of the 
information can be reliably performed without in- 
creasing the intensity of the incident light L3 because 
the diffraction efficiency of the hologram lens 42 for 
changing the incident light L3 to the first-order dif- 
fracted lightL6 is high. In other words, a utilization ef- 
ficiency of the incident light L3 can be enhanced when 
a piece of information is recorded on the high density 
optical disk, so that the output power of the incident 
light L3 can be minimized. Also, because the diffrac- 
t ion efficiency of the hologram lens 42 is gradually de- 
creased toward an inner direction of the pattern re- 
gion 42A, the numerical aperture of the objective lens 
27 for the first-order diffracted light L6 becomes sub- 



25 



49 



EP 0 610 055 A2 



50 



stantialiy enlarged. Therefore, the intensity of the 
first-order diffracted light L6 can be enlarged to re- 
cord or reproduce a piece of information on or from 
the high density opt ical disk. 

In the third embodiment, the grating pattern P3 
positioned in the pattern region 42Aof the transpar- 
ent substrate 28 is gradually changed toward the out- 
er direction of the pattern region 42Afrom the step- 
wise shape shown in Fig. 12B to the step-wise shape 
shown in Fig. 12A through the step-wise shape shown 
in Fig. 12C while increasing the height H of the grating 
pattern P3. However, because the occurrence of un- 
necessary diffracted light such as minus first-order 
diffracted light can be effectively prevented in the 
middle portion of the transparent substrate 28 in 
which the grating pattern P3 is formed in the step- 
wise shape shown in Fig. 12C, it is preferred that the 
middle portion occupy a large part of the pattern re- 
gion 42Aof the hologram lens 42. In this case, the in- 
tensity sum of the transmitted light L4 and the first- 
order diffracted light L6 can be maximized, so that a 
utilization efficiency of the incident light L3 can be en- 
hanced. 

Also, because the first etching width W1 of the 
grating pattern P3 is gradually decreased toward the 
inner direction.of the pattern region 42A, it is applica- 
ble that the grating pattern P3 formed in the step- 
wise shape shown in Fig. 12B be changed to a step- 
wise shape shown in Fig. 1 2D when the first width W1 
is decreased to a value lower than about 1 uxn. In this 
case, the grating pattern P3 formed in the step-wise 
shape shown in Fig. 12D can be easily made. In ad- 
dition, in cases where a height H4 of the grating pat- 
tern P3 formed in the step-wise shape shown in Fig. 
1 2D is moreover decreased toward the inner direction 
of the pattern region 42A, it is preferred that the grat- 
ing pattern P3 be formed in a step-wise shape shown 
in Fig. 12E. In this case, a third etching width W3 is 
gradually decreased toward the inner direction of the 
pattern region 42A while decreasing a height H5 of 
the grating pattern P3. Therefore, the diffraction ef- 
ficiency of the hologram lens 42 can be gradually de- 
creased toward the inner direction of the pattern re- 
gion 42A without any manufacturing difficulty of the 
grating pattern P3. 

In the first to third embodiments of the image opt- 
ical systems 21, 31 and 41, the grating patterns P1, 
P2 and P3 of the hologram lenses 26, 32 and 42 are 
respectively formed on a front side of the transparent 
substrate 28 not facing the objective lens 27. There- 
fore, a beam of light reflected at the front side of the 
transparent substrate 28 does not adversely influ- 
ence as stray light on the recording or reproduction of 
the information. In detail, because the reflected light 
is diffracted by the hologram lens, the reflected light 
is scattered. Also, evert' though the first-order dif- 
fracted light L5 or L6 is reflected at a reverse side of 
the transparent substrate 28, the diffracted light re- 



flected is again diffracted by the hologram lens and 
is scattered. Therefore, the light reflected at the front 
or reverse side of the hologram lens does not ad- 
versely influence on the recording or reproduction of 

5 the information. 

However, in cases where an anti-reflection film 
is coated on a front side of the hologram lens 28 at 
which the grating pattern is not formed, it is applica- 
ble that the grating patterns Pi, P2 and P3 of the hb- 

10 logram lenses 26, 32 and 42 be respectively formed 
on a reverse side of the transparent substrate 28 fac- 
ing the objective lens 27. In this case, because the 
first-order diffraction light L5, L6 is not refracted at 
the front side of the hologram lens 28, the design of 
15 the image optical systems 21, 31 and 41 can be sim- 
plified. 

Also, in the first to third embodiments, the grat- 
ing patterns P1 , P2 and P3 of the hologram lenses 26, 
32 and 42 are respectively formed in relief to produce 

20 a phase modulation type of hologram lens. However, 
as is described in Provisional Publication No. 
189504/86 (S61-1 89504) and Provisional Publication 
No. 241735/88 (S63-241735), the phase modulation 
type of hologram lens can be produced by utilizing a 

25 liquid crystal ceil. Also, the phase modulation type of 
hologram lens can be produced by utilizing a birefrin- 
gece material such as lithium niobate. For exarnple, 
the phase modulation type of hologram lens can be 
produced by proton-exchanging a surface part of a li- 

30 thium niobate substrate. 

(Fourth Embodiment) 

Also, in the first to third embodiments, the com- 

35 pound objective lens 29, 34 or 43 having two focal 
points is composed of the objective lens 27 and the 
hologram lens 26, 32 or 42. However, as a compound 
objective lens according to a fourth embodiment is 
shown in Fig. 19A, it is preferred that each of the ho- 

40 logram lenses 26, 32 and 42 and the objective lens 27 
be unified with a packaging means 44 to form a com- 
pound objective lens 45 in which a relative position 
between each of the hologram lenses 26, 32 and 42 
and the objective lens 27 is fixed. In this case, the 

45 transmitted light L4 and the first-order diffracted light 
L5, L6 can be easily converged on the first or second 
information medium 23, 25 by adjusting the position 
of the packing means 44 with an actuator. Also, as an- 
other compound objective lens according to a modi- 

50 f ied fourth embodiment is shown in Fig. 1 9B, it is pre- 
ferred that each of the grating patterns P1, P2and P3 
be directly drawn on a curved side of the objective 
lens 27 facing a light source side to form a compound 
objective lens 46 in which each of the hologram lens- 
55 es 26, 32 and 42 is integrally formed with the objec- 
tive lens 27. 

Accordingly, the central axis of the objective lens 
27 can always agree with that of each of the hologram 

76 
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lenses 26, 32 and 42, so that abaxial aberrations of 
each of the hologram lenses 26, 32 and 42 such as a 
coma aberration and an astigmatic aberration occur- 
ring in the first-order diffracted light can be prevented 
in the fourth embodiment. 

(Fifth Embodiment) 

Also, as a compound objective lens according to 
a fifth embodiment is shown in Fig. 20, it is preferred 
that each of the grating patterns P1 , P2 and P3 be di- 
rectly drawn on a side of the objective lens 27 facing 
the information medium 23 or 25 to form a compound 
objective lens 47 in which each of the hologram lens- 
es 26, 32 and 42 is integrally formed with the objec- 
tive lens 27. In this case, a curvature at the side of the 
objective lens 27.can be small or in a plane shape. 
Therefore, each of the grating patterns P1, P2 and P3 
can be made at a low cost. Also, in cases where an 
aberration is caused by tilting the hologram lensf rom 
the optical axis, the aberration can be prevented by 
fixing the hologram lens and a light source of the in- 
cident light L3 on the same base. 

(Sixth Embodiment) 

An optical head apparatus with one of the com- 
pound objective lenses 29, 29M, 34, 43, 45, 46 and 
47 shown in the first to fifth embodiments is descri- 
bed with reference to Figs. 21 to 26 according to a 
sixth embodiment of the present invention. X, Y and 
Z co-ordinates shown in Figs. 21 to 26 are utilized in 
common. 

Fig. 21 is a constitutional view of an optical head 
apparatus according to a sixth embodiment. 

As shown in Fig. 21, an optical head apparatus 
51 for recording or reproducing pieces of information 
on orf rom the information medium 23 or 25, compris- 
es a light source 52 such as a semiconductor laser for 
radiating the incident light L3, a collimator lens 53 for 
collimating the incident light L3, a beam splitter 54 for 
transmitting the incident light 1.3 on an outgoing opt- 
ical path and reflecting, a beam of transmitted light 
L4R formed by reflecting the transmitted light L4 on 
the information medium 23 or 25 or a beam of dif- 
fracted light L5R (or L6R) formed by reflecting the dif- 
fracted light L5 (or L6) on the information medium 23 
or 25 on an incoming optical path, the compound ob- 
jective lens 29 (or 29M, 34, 43, 45, 46 or 47) com- 
posed of the hologram lens 26 (or 26M, 32, 33 or 42) 
and the objective lens 27, a converging lens 55 for 
converging the transmitted light L4 R or the diffracted 
light L5R reflected by the beam splitter 54, a wave- 
front changing device 56 such as a hologram for 
changing a wavefront of the transmitted light L4R or 
the diffracted light L5R to form a plurality of converg- 
ing spots of the transmitted light L4R or the diffracted 
light L5R, a photo detector 57 for detecting intensities 



of the converging spots of the transmitted light L4R 
or the diffracted light L5R of which the wavefront is 
changed by the wavefront changing device 56 to ob- 
tain an information signal recorded on the informa- 

5 tion medium 23 or 25 and servo signals such as a fo- 
cus error signal and a tracking error signal, and an ac- 
tuating unit 58 for moving the compound objective 
lens composed of the hologram lens 26 and the ob- 
jective lens 27 according to the servo signals. 

10 In the above configuration, a beam of incident 

light L3 radiated from the light source 52 is collimated 
in the collimator lens 53 and transmits through the 
beam splitter 54. Thereafter, a part of the incident 
light L3 transmits through the compound objective 

15 lens 29 without any diffraction, and a remaining part 
of the incident light L3 is diffracted. 

Thereafter, in cases where a piece of information 
is recorded or reproduced on or from the first infor- 
mation medium 23, the transmitted light L4 is con- 

20 verged on the first information medium 23 to form the 
first converging spot S1 . That is, the transmitted light 
L4 is incident on a rear surface of the first information 
medium 23. and the first converging spot S1 is 
formed on a front surface of the first information me- 

25 dium 23. Thereafter, a beam of transmitted light L4R 
reflected at the front surface of the first information 
medium 23 passes through the same optical path in 
the reverse direction. That is, a part of the transmit- 
ted light L4R again transmits through the compound 

30 objective lens 29 without any diffraction and is re- 
flected by the beam splitter 54. In this case, the trans- 
mitted light L4R is collimated. Thereafter, the trans- 
mitted light L4R is converged by the converging lens 
55, and the wavefront of a large part of the transmit- 

35 ted light L4 R is changed to form a plurality of converg- 
ing spots on the photo detector 57. Thereafter, the in- 
tensities of the converging spots of the transmitted 
light L4R are detected in the photo detector 57. There- 
fore, an information signal and servo signals such as 

40 a focus error signal and a tracking error signal are ob- 
tained. The actuating unit 58 are operated according 
to the servo signals to move the compound objective 
lens 29 at high speed, so that the transmitted light L4 
is converged on the first information medium 23 in fo- 

45 CUS. 

Also, in cases where a piece of information is re- 
corded or reproduced on orf rom the second informa- 
tion medium 25, the diffracted light L5 is converged 
on the second information medium 25 to form the 

so second converging spot S2. That is, the diffracted 
light L5 is incident on a rear surface of the second in- 
formation medium 25, and the second converging 
spot S2 is formed on a front surface of the second in- 
formation medium 25. Thereafter, a beam of diff ract- 

55 ed light L5R reflected at the front surface of the sec- 
ond information medium 25 passes through the same 
optical path in the reverse direction. That is, a part of 
the diffracted light L5R is again diffracted by the ho- 
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logram lens 26 and is reflected by the beam splitter 
54. In this case, the diffracted light L5R is coflimated. 
Thereafter, the diffracted light L5R is converged by 
the converging lens 55, and the wavefront of a large 
part of the diffracted light L5R is changed to form a 5 
plurality of converging spots on the photo detector 57. 
In this case, the diffracted light L5R incident on the 
converging lens 55 is collimated in the same manner 
as the transmitted light L4R incident on the converg- 
ing lens 55, the converging spots of the diffracted 10 
light L5R are formed at the same positions as those 
of the transmitted light L4R. Thereafter, the intensi- 
ties of the converging spots of the diffracted light L5R 
are detected in the photo detector 57. Therefore, an 
information signal and servo signals such as a focus is 
error signal and a tracking error signal are obtained. 
The actuating unit 58 are operated according to the 
servo signals to move the compound objective lens 
29 at high speed, so that the diffracted light L5 is con- 
verged on the second information medium 25 in fo- 20 
cus. 

In this case, because the transmitted light L4R 
again transmits through the compound objective lens 
without any diffraction and the diffracted light L5R is 
again diffracted by the hologram lens 26. the outgo- 25 
ing optical path agrees with the incoming optical path 
in a range between the information medium 23 or 25 
and the beam splitter 54 even though the converging 
spot SI differs from the converging spot S2. There- 
fore, a converging spot S7 on the photo detector 57 30 
at which the light L4R or L5R not diffracted by the wa- 
vefront changing device 56 is converged relates to a 
radiation point of the light source 52 in a mirror image, 
so that the light L4R and L5R not diffracted by the wa- 
vefront changing device 56 are converged at the 35 
same converging point S7. In the same manner, the 
light L4R and L5R diffracted by the wavefront chang- 
ing device 56 are converged at the same other con- 
verging points. 

Accordingly, even though the compound objec- 40 
tive lens has two focal points, the wavefront changing 
unit 56 and the photo detector 57 required to detect 
the intensity of the transmitted light L4R can be util- 
ized to detect the intensity of the diffracted light L5R. 
Therefore, the number of parts required to manufac- 45 
ture the optical head apparatus 51 can be reduced, 
and a small sized optical head apparatus can be man- 
ufactured at a low cost and in light weight even though 
pieces of information are recorded or reproduced on 
orfrom an information medium by utilizing the optical 50 
head apparatus 51 regardless of whether the infor- 
mation medium is thick or thin. 

In cases where the hologram lens 26 (or 32, 33, 
42) is integrally formed with the objective lens 27 as 
shown in Fig. 1 9A, 19B or 20, each of the compound 55 
objective lenses 45, 46 and 47 can be manufactured 
in light weight because the hologram lens 26 (or 32, 
33, 42) is a plane type of optical device. For example, 
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the hologram lens 26 (or 32, 33, 42) is less than sev- 
eral tens mg in weight Therefore, the hologram lens 
26 integrally formed with the objective lens 27 can be 
easily moved by the actuating unit 58. 

Next, a detecting method of the servo signals is 
described. Fig. 22 is a plan view of the wavefront 
changing unit 56. Fig. 23 is an enlarged view of first- 
order diffracted light and transmitted light detected in 
the photo detector 57. As shown in Fig. 22, the wave- 
front changing unit 56 is partitioned into a diffracted 
light generating region 56a in which a grating pattern 
P4 is drawn and a pair of diffracted light generating 
regions 56b, 56c in which a pair of grating patterns 
P5, P6 are drawn. The light L4R or L5R incident on the 
diffracted light generating region 56a is diffracted to 
obtain a focus error signal. The light L4R or L5R inci- 
dent on each of the diffracted light generating regions 
56b, 56c is diffracted to obtain a tracking error signal. 

Initially, a spot size detection method utilized to 
detect a focus error signal is described as an example 
of a detecting method of a focus error signal. The 
method is proposed in Japanese Patent Application 
No. 185722 of 1990. In short, in cases where the 
method is adopted, an allowable assembly error in an 
optical head apparatus can be remarkably enlarged, 
and the servo signal such as a focus error signal can 
be stably obtained to adjust the position of the com- 
pound objective lens even though the wavelength of 
the incident light L3 varies. 

In detail, as shown in Fig. 23, the grating pattern 
P4 is designed to change the transmitted light L4R (or 
the diffracted light L5R) transmitting through the dif- 
fracted light generating region 56a of the wavefront 
changing unit 56 to a beam of first-order diffracted 
light L7 and a beam of minus first-order diffracted 
light L8, The diffracted light L7, L8 are expressed by 
two types of spherical waves having different curva- 
tures. That is, interference fringes are produced by 
actually interfering a spherical wave having a focal 
point FP1 in the front of the photo detector 57 with an- 
other spherical wave diverging from the converging 
spot S7 according to a two-beam interferometric 
process, so that the grating pattern P4 agreeing with 
the interference fringes is formed. In other case, the 
interference fringes are calculated according to a 
computer generated hologram method. As a result, 
the transmitted light L4R (or the diffracted light L5R) 
transmitting through the diffracted light generating 
region 56a of the wavefront changing unit 56 is dif- 
fracted and changed to beams of conjugate diffract- 
ed light such as a beam of first-order diffracted light 
L7 and a beam of minus first-order diffracted light L8. 
The beam of first-order diffracted light L7 has the fo- 
cal point FP1 atthe front surface of the photo detector 
57, and the beam of minus first-order diffracted light 
L8 has a focal point FP2 in the rear of the photo de- 
tector 57. 

As shown in Fig. 24, the photo detector 57 com- 
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prises a sextant photo-detector 59 (or a six-division 
photo detector) in which six detecting sections SE1, 
SE2, SE3, SE4, SE5 and SE6 are provided. The in- 
tensity of the first-order diffracted light L7 is detected 
by each of the detecting sections SE1, SE2 and SE3 5 
of the sextant photo-detector 59 and is changed to 
electric current signals SC1 , SC2 and SC3. Also, the 
intensity of the minus first-order diffracted light L8 is 
detected by each of the detecting sections SE4, SE5 
and SE6 of the sextant photo- detector 59 and is 10 
changed to electric current signals SC4, SC5 and 
SC6. 

Fig. 25A and 25C respectively show a converging 
spot of the first-order diffracted light L7 radiated to 
the detecting sections SE1 , SE2 and SE3 of the sex- 15 
tant photo-detector 59 and another converging spot of 
the minus first-order diffracted light L8 radiated to the 
detecting sections SE4, SE5 and SE6 of the sextant 
photo-detector 59 on condition that the objective lens 
27 is defocused on the information medium 23 or 25., 20 
Fig. 25B shows a converging spot of the first-order 
diffracted light L7 radiated to the detecting sections 
SE1, SE2 and SE3 of the sextant photo-detector 59 
and another converging spot of the minus first-order 
diffracted light L8 radiated to the detecting sections 25 
SE4, SE5 and SE6 of the sextant photo-detector 59 
on condition that the objective lens 27 is just focused 
on the information medium 23 or 25. 

As shown in Figs. 25A to 25C, in cases where the 
transmitted light L4 (or the diffracted light L5) is con- 
verged on the information medium 23 (or 25) on con- 
dition that the objective lens 27 is defocused on the 
information medium 23 (or 25), a converging spot S8 
of the diffracted light L7 shown at the left side of Figs. 
25A, 25C is formed on the sextant photo-detector 59, 
and another converging spot S9 of the diffracted light 
L8 shown at the right side of Fig. 25Aor 25C is formed 
on the sextant photo-detector 59. In contrast, in cases 
where the transmitted light L4 (or the diffracted light 
L5) is converged on the information medium 23 (or 
25) . on condition that the objective lens 27 is just fo- 
cused. on the information medium 23 (or 25), a con- 
verging spot S8 of the diffracted light L7 shown at the 
left side of Fig. 25B is formed on the sextant photo- 
detector 59, and another converging spot S9 of the 
diffracted light L8 shown at the right side of Fig. 25B 
is formed on the sextant photo-detector 59. The inten- 
sity of the diffracted light L7 is detected in each of the 
detecting sections SE1, SE2 and SE3 of the sextant 
photo-detector 59 and is changed to electric current 
signals SC1 , SC2, SC3. Also, the intensity of the dif- 
fracted light L8 is detected in the detecting sections 
SE4, SE5 and SE6 of the sextant photo-detector 59 
and is changed to electric current signals SC4, SC5 
and SC6. Thereafter, a focus error signal S fe is ob- 
tained according to the spot size detection method by 
calculating an equation (5). 

S fe = (SC1 + SC3 - SC2) - (SC4 + SC6 - 



SC5) (5) 

Thereafter, the position of the compound objective 
lens is moved in a direction along an optical axis at 
high speed so as to minimize the absolute value of the 
focus error signal S fe . 

In the spot size detection method, the diffracted 
light L7, L8 are expressed by two types of spherical 
waves having different curvatures to detect the focus 
error signal S fe . However, two beams of diffracted 
light L7, L8 radiated to the photo detector 57 are not 
limited to the spherical waves. That is, because the 
change of the diffracted light L7, L8 in a Y-direction 
is detected by the photo detector 57 according to the 
spot size detection method, it is required that a one- 
dimensional focal point of the diffracted light L7 is 
positioned in the front of the photo detector 57 and a 
one-dimensional focal point of the diffracted light L8 
is positioned in the rear of the photo detector 57. 
Therefore, it is applicable that diffracted light includ- 
ing astigmatic aberration be radiated to the photo de- 
tector 57. 

In addition, an information signal S, n is obtained 
by adding all of the electric current signals according 
to an equation (6). 

S, n = SC1 + SC2 + SC3 + SC4 + SC5 + 
SC6 (6) 

Because the information medium 23 or 25 is ro- 
tated at high speed, a patterned track pit radiated by 
the converging spots S8, S9 of the diffracted light 
L7,L8 is rapidly changed one afteranother, so that the 
intensity of the information signal S, n is changed. 
Therefore, the information stored in the information 
medium 23 or 25 can be reproduced according to the 
information signal S in . 

Next, the detection of a tracking error signal de- 
pending on a relative position between a converging 
spot and a patterned track pit on the information me- 
dium 23 or 25 is described. 

The grating pattern P5 drawn in the diffracted 
light generating region 56b shown in Fig. 22 is de- 
signed to change the transmitted light L4R (or the dif- 
fracted light LSR) transmitting through the diffracted 
light generating region 56b of the wavefront changing 
unit 56 to a beam of first-order diffracted light L9 and 
a beam of minus first-order diffracted light L1 0. Also, 
the grating pattern P6 drawn in the diffracted light 
generating region 56c shown in Fig. 22 is designed to 
change the transmitted light L4R (or the diffracted 
light L5R) transmitting through the diffracted light 
generating region 56c of the wavefront changing unit 
56 to a beam of first-order diffracted light L11 and a 
beam of minus first-order diffracted light L12. 

As shown in Fig. 24, the photo detector 57 further 
comprises four tracking photo-detectors 60a to 60d 
for detecting intensities of the diffracted light L9 to 
L12. As shown in Fig. 26, the intensity of the diffract- 
ed light L9 is detected by the tracking photo-detector 
60a and is changed to an electric current signal SC7, 



35 



40 



45 



50 



29 



57 



EP 0 610 055 A2 



58 



the intensity of the diffracted light L10 is detected by 
the tracking photo-detector 60d and is changed to an 
electric current signal SC10, the intensity of the dif- 
fracted light L11 is detected by the tracking photo-de- 
tector 60b and is changed to an electric current signal s 
SC8, and the intensity of the diffracted light L12 is de- 
tected by the tracking photo-detector 60c and is 
changed to an electric current signal SC9. A tracking 
error signal S te is calculated according to an equation 
(7). 

x h 10 
S te = SC7 - SC8- SC9 + SC10 (7) 
Therefore, the asymmetry of the intensity distrib- 
ution of the transmitted light L4R (or the diffracted 
light L5R) incident on the wavef ront changing unit 56, 
which changes in dependence on the positional rela- 15 
Hon between the converging spot S1 (or S2) and a 
patterned track pit radiated by the light L4 or L5, is ex- 
pressed by the tracking error signal S te . 

Thereafter, the objective lens 27 is moved in a ra- 
dial direction so as to reduce a tracking error indicat- 20 
ed by the tracking error signal S^. The radial direction 
is defined as a direction perpendicular to both the opt- 
ical axis and a series of patterned track pits. There- 
fore, the converging spot S1 (or S2) of the transmitted 
light L4 (or the diffracted light L5) on the information 25 
medium 23 (or 25) can be formed in the middle of the 
patterned track pit, so that the tracking error be- 
comes zero. 

Accordingly, focus and tracking servo character- 
istics can be stably obtained in the optical head ap- 30 
paratus 51. That is, because the wavef ront changing 
unit 56 has a wavef ront changing function, a focus er- 
ror signal can be easily obtained. Also, because the 
diffracted light generating regions 56b, 56c are pro- 
vided in the wavef ront changing unit 56, a tracking er- 35 
ror signal can be easily obtained. Therefore, the num- 
ber of parts required to manufacture the optical head 
apparatus 51 can be reduced, and the number of 
manufacturing steps can be reduced. In addition, the 
optical head apparatus can be manufactured at a low 40 
cost and in light weight. 

Also, because the compound objective lens hav- 
ing two focal points is utilized in the optical head ap- 
paratus 51, pieces of information can be reliably re- 
corded or reproduced from an information medium by 45 
utilizing the optical head apparatus 51 regardless of 
whether the information medium is thick or thin. 

(Seventh Embodiment) 

so 

Next, an optical head apparatus in which servo 
signals such as a focus error signal and a tracking er- 
ror signal are detected according to an astigmatic 
aberration method is described according to a sev- 
enth embodiment of the present invention. 55 

Fig. 27 is a constitutional view of an optical head 
apparatus according to a seventh embodiment. 

As shown in Fig. 27, an optical head apparatus 



61 for recording or reproducing pieces of information 
on or from the information medium 23 or 25, compris- 
es the light source 52, the collimator lens 53, the 
beam splitter 54, the compound objective lens 29 (or 
29M, 34, 43, 45, 46 or 47) composed of the hologram 
lens 26 (or 26M, 32, 33 or 42) and the objective lens 
27, the actuating unit 58, the converging lens 55, an 
astigmatic aberration generating unit 62 such as a 
plane parallel plate for generating an astigmatic aber- 
ration in the transmitted light L4R or the diffracted 
light L5R converged by the converging lens 55, and 
a photo detector 63 for detecting the intensity of the 
transmitted light L4R or the diffracted light L5R in 
which the astigmatic aberration is generated to ob- 
tain an information signal and servo signals such as 
a focus error signal and a tracking error signal. 

The astigmatic aberration generating unit 62 is 
classified into one of the wavef ront changing unit 56 
because a wavef rorit of the transmitted light L4R or 
the diffracted light L5R is changed by the generating 
unit 62 to generate the astigmatic aberration in the 
light L4R or L5R. Also, a normal line of the unit 62 is 
tilted from an optical axis. 

As shown in Fig. 28, the photo detector 63 com- 
prises a quadrant photo-detector 64 in which four de- 
tecting sections SE7, SE8, SE9 and SE10 are provid- 
ed. 

In the above configuration, the transmitted light 
L4R (or the diffracted light L5R) reflected by the in- 
formation medium 23 (or 25) is converged by the con- 
verging lens 55 in the same manner as in the sixth em- 
bodiment Thereafter, the transmitted light L4R (or 
the diffracted light L5R) transmits through the astig- 
matic aberration generating unit 62 and is converged 
on the photo detector 57 to form a converging spot 
S10 on the detecting sections SE7, SE8, SE9 and 
SE10 of the quadrant photo-detector 64. In this case, 
because the transmitted light L4R (or the diffracted 
light L5R) converged by the converging lens 55 is a 
spherical wave, an astigmatic aberration is generat- 
ed in the transmitted light L4R (or the diffracted light 
L5R) by the astigmatic aberration generating unit 62. 
Therefore, as shown in Figs. 29A to 29C, the shape 
of the converging spot S10 considerably changes de- 
pending on a distance between the compound objec- 
tive lens 29 and the information medium 23 (or 25). 

For example, in cases where the transmitted light 
L4 (or the diffracted light L5) is converged on the in- 
formation medium 23 (or 25) on condition that the ob- 
jective lens 27 is defocused on the information me- 
dium 23 (or 25), the converging spot S 10 of the trans- 
mitted light L4R (or the diffracted light L5R) is formed 
on the quadrant photo-detector 64 as shown in Figs. 
29A, 29C. In contrast, in cases where the transmitted 
light L4 (or the diffracted light L5) is converged on the 
information medium 23 (or 25) on condition that the 
objective lens 27 is just focused on the information 
medium 23 (or 25), the converging spot S10 of the 



30 



59 



EP 0 610 055 A2 



60 



transmitted light L4R (or the diffracted light L5R) is 
formed on the quadrant photo-detector 64 as shown 
in Fig. 25B. 

The intensity of the transmitted light L4R (or the 
diffracted light L5R) is detected in the detecting sec- 5 
tions SE7, SE8, SE9 and SE1 0 of the quadrant photo- 
detector 64 and is changed to electric current signals 
SC11; SC12, SC13 andSC14. Thereafter, a focus er- 
ror signal S fe is obtained according to an astigmatic 
aberration method by calculating an equation (8). 10 

S fe = (SC11 + SC14) - (SC12 + SC13) . (8) 
Thereafter, the position of the compound objective 
lens 29 is moved in a direction parallel to an optical 
axis at high speed so as to minimize the absolute val- 
ue of the focus error signal S fe . 15 

Also, a tangential direction Dt agreeing with an 
extending direction of patterned recording pits and a 
radial direction Dr perpendicular to both the optical 
axis and the patterned recording pits are defined as 
shown in Fig. 29D. In this case, when the quadrant 20 
photo-detector 64 is directed as shown in Figs. 29Ato 
29C, a tracking error signal S te is calculated accord- 
ing to an equation (9) by utilizing an intensity distrib- 
ution change of the transmitted light L4R (or the, dif- 
fracted light L5R) which depends on a positional re- 25 
lation between the converging spot S10 and a record- 
ing pit radiated by the light L4 or L5. 

S te = SC11 + SC13 - (SC12 + SC14) (9) 
Thereafter, the objective lens 27 is moved in the 
radial direction so as to reduce a tracking error indi- 30 
cated by the tracking error signal S te . Therefore$he 
converging spot S1 , (or S2) of the transmitted light L4 
(or the diffracted light L5) on the information medium 
23 (or 25) can be formed in the middle of the recording 
pit, so that the tracking error becomes zero. 

In other case, the tracking error signal S te is ob- 
tained according to a phase difference method by 
utilizing the result calculated in the equation (8). 

* In addition, an information signal S, n is obtained 
by adding all of the electric current signals according 
to an equation (10). » 

S, n = SC11 + SC12 + SC13 + SC14 (10) 
Accordingly, focus and tracking servo character- 
istics can be stably obtained in the optical head ap- 
paratus 61 . That is, because an astigmatic aberration 
is generated in the transmitted light L4R (or the dif- 
fracted light L5R) by the astigmatic aberration gen- 
erating unit 62 made of a plane parallel plate, the ser- 
vo signals such as a focus error signal and a tracking 
error signal can be easily obtained. Therefore, the 
number of parts required to manufacture the optical 
head apparatus 61 can be reduced, and the number 
of manufacturing steps can be reduced. In addition, 
the optical head apparatus 61 can be manufactured 
at a low cost and in light weight. 

Also, because the compound objective lens hav- 
ing two focal points is utilized in the optical head ap- 
paratus 61, pieces of information can be reliably re- 



corded or reproduced from an information medium by 
utilizing the optical head apparatus 61 regardless of 
whether the information medium is thick or thin. 

In the seventh embodiment, the astigmatic aber- 
ration generating unit 62 formed out of the plane par- 
allel plate is arranged between the converging lens 
55 and the photo detector 63. However, as an optical 
head apparatus 65 is shown in Fig. 30, it is applicable 
that a cylindrical lens 66 integrally formed with the 
converging lens 55 be arranged in place of the plane 
parallel plate to generate an astigmatic aberration in 
the transmitted light L4R (or the diffracted light L5R). 
In this case, because the cylindrical lens 66 is inte- 
grally formed with the converging lens 55, the optical 
head apparatus can be moreover manufactured at 
low cost. In addition, as shown in Fig. 30, it is appli- 
cable that a normal line of the hologram lens 26 (or 
32, 33, 42) be tilted from an optical axis passing 
through the center of the objective jens 27 by about 
one degree to prevent stray light reflected in a sur- 
face of the hologram lens 26 from, being incident on 
the photo detector 57 or 63.. Also, it is applicable that 
the hologram lens 26 (or 32, 33, 42) be coated with 
an anti-reflection coating to prevent the occurrence 
of stray light. . 

Also, as an optical head apparatus 67 is shown 
in Fig. 31 , it is applicable that a polarized beam splitter 

68 be arranged in place of the beam splitter 54 to per- 
fectly transmit the incident light L3 and a 1/4-X plate 

69 be additionally placed between the hologram lens 
26 (or 32, 33, 42) and the polarized beam splitter 68. 
In this case, because the incident light L3 transmits 
through the 1/4-X plate 69 in an outgoing optical path 
and because the transmitted light L4R (or the dif : 
fracted light L5R) again transmits through the V4-X 
plate 69 in an incoming optical path, the transmitted 
light L4R (or the diffracted light L5R) is perfectly re- 
flected by the polarized beam splitter 68. Accordingly, 
a utilization efficiency of the incident light L3 can be 
enhanced. Also, a signal-noise ratio of each of the 
servo signals and the information signal can be en- 
hanced. 

Also, as an optical head apparatus 70 is shown 
in Fig. 32, it is applicable that the polarized beam split- 
ter 68 be arranged in place of the beam splitter 54 to 
perfectly transmit the incident light L3 and the 1/4-X 
plate 69 be additionally placed between the hologram 
lens 26 (or 32, 33, 42) and the objective lens 27. In 
this case, the transmitted light L4R (or the diffracted 
light L5R) is perfectly reflected by the polarized beam 
splitter 68 in the same manner as the optical head ap- 
paratus shown in Fig. 31. In addition, because stray 
light reflected from the hologram lens 26 (or 32, 33, 
42) transmits through the polarized beam splitter 68, 
the stray light is not incident on the photo detector 63. 
Accordingly, a signal-noise ratio of each of the servo 
signals and the information signal can be moreover 
enhanced. 
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Also, as an optical head apparatus 71 is shown 
in Fig. 33, it is applicable that a wedge-like prism 72 
for reshaping the incident light L3 radiated from the 
light source 52 be additionally placed between the 
collimator lens 53 and the polarized beam splitter 68. 5 
In this case, an elliptic wavefront of the incident light 
L3 is reshaped to a circular wavefront by the wedge- 
like prism 72. Accordingly, a utilization efficiency of 
the incident light L3 can be enhanced. 

In the sixth and seventh embodiments, when the 10 
transmitted light L4 (that is, zero-order diffracted light 
L4) converged on the first information medium 23 is 
reflected toward the compound objective lens to re- 
produce a piece of information recorded on the first 
information medium 23, a part of the transmitted light 15 
L4R is diffracted in the hologram leris 26 (or 32, 33, 
42) on the incoming optical path, so that the part of 
the transmitted light L4R is changed to a beam of 
first-order diffracted light L13. Therefore, the first- 
order diffracted light LI 3 diverges from the hologram 20 
lens 26, and a converging spot S11 of the diffracted 
light L13 is formed on the photo detector 57 or 63 in 
a relatively large size, as shown in Fig. 34. The size 
of the converging spot S11 is larger than those of the 
sextant photo-detector 59 and the quadrant photo-de- 25 
tectbr 64. Therefore*, there is a drawback that a signal- 
noise ratio in trfe information signal deteriorates. 

Jo solve the drawback, it is preferred that the 
photo detector 57 (or 63) further comprise an infor- 
mation photo-detector 73 surrounding the sextant 30 
photo-detector 59 (or the quadrant photo-detector 
64). The size of the information photo-detector 73 is 
equal to or larger than a 1mm square. Therefore, in 
cases where the information signal is determined by 
the sum of the intensity of the transmitted light L4 de- 35 
tected in the sextant photo-detector 59 (or the quad- 
rant photo-detector 64) and the intensity of the dif- 
fracted light '"LI 3 detected ih the information photo- 
deteptor 73, the signal-noise ratio in the information 
signal can be enhanced/and frequency characteris- 40 
tics of the information signal can be enhanced. 

(Eighth Embodiment) 

Next, a method of focusing performed in the opt- 45 
ical head apparatuses 51, 61 , 65, 67, 70 and 71 is de- 
scribed according to an eighth embodiment of the 
present invention. 

Fig. 35A graphically shows a change of the focus 
error signal obtained by detecting the intensity of the 50 
transmitted light L4 formed in the hologram lens 26, 
32 or 33, the strength of the focus error signal de- 
pending on a distance between the objective lens 27 
and the first information medium 23. Fig. 35B graph- 
ically shows a change of the focus error signal ob- 55 
tained by detecting the intensity of the diffracted light 
L5 formed in the hologram lens 26, 32 or 33, the 
strength of the focus error signal depending on a dis- 



tance between the objective lens 27 and the second 
information medium 25. 

The intensity of the transmitted light L4 is high 
because the numerical aperture of the objective lens 
27 for the transmitted light L4 is large. Therefore, as 
shown in Fig."35A, a chart ge of a focus error signal 
FE1 obtained in cases where the objective lens 27 is 
almost focused on the first information medium 23 is 
considerably large as compared with a change of an 
unnecessary focus error signal FE2 obtained in cas- 
es where the objective lens 27 is defocused on the 
first information medium 23. In addition, in cases 
where the hologram lens 26, 32 or 33 is utilized in 
each of the optical head apparatuses 51, 61, 65, 67, 
70 and 71 , the unnecessary focus error signal FE2 is 
generated when the distance between the objective 
lens 27 and the first information medium 23 is larger 
than the focal length of the objective lens 27 for the 
transmitted light L4. 

Ih contrast, the intensity of the diffracted light L5 
is comparatively low because the numerical aperture 
of the objective lens 27 for the diffracted light L5 is 
comparatively small. Therefore; as shown in Fig. 35B, 
a change of a focus error signal FE3 obtained in cas- 
es where the objective lens 27 is almost focused on 
the second information medium 25' is almost the 
same as that of an unnecessary focus error signal 
FE4 obtained in cases where the objective lens 27 is 
defocused on the second information medium 25. In 
addition, in cases where the hologram lens 26, 32 or 
33 is utilized in each of the optical head apparatuses 
51, 61, 65, 67, 70 and*71, the unnecessary focus er- 
ror signal FE4 is generated when the distance be- 
tween the objective lens 27 and the second informa- 
tion medium 25 is smaller than the focal length of the 
objective lens 27 for the diffracted light L5. 

Therefore, in cases where the focusing of the 
transmitted light L4 on the first information medium 
23 is performed, the objective lens 27 placed far from 
the first information medium 23 is gradually brought 
near to the first information medium 23. Thereafter, 
when the strength of the focus error signal reaches a 
threshold value, a focus servo loop provided in the 
photo detector 57 or 63 is set to an operation condi- 
tion, so that the objective lens 27 is set to be focused 
on the first information medium 23. Also, in cases 
where the focusing of the diffracted light L5 on the 
second information medium 25 is performed, the ob- 
jective lens 27 placed far from the second information 
medium 25 is gradually brought near to the second in- 
formation medium 25 in the same manner. There- 
after, when the strength of the focus error signal 
reaches a threshold value, a focus servo loop provid- 
ed in the photo detector 57 or 63 is set to an operation 
condition, so that the objective lens 27 is set to be fo- 
cused on the second information medium 25. 

Accordingly, the inverse influence of the unnec- 
essary focus error signal FE4 on the focusing of the 



32 



63 



EP 0 610 055 A2 



64 



diffracted light L5 can be prevented. Also, because 
the objective lens 27 placed far from the information 
medium 23 or 25 is gradually brought near to the in- 
formation medium 23 or 25 regardless of whether the 
information medium is T1 or T2 in thickness, a focus- 
ing operation in each of the optical head apparatuses 
51, 61, 65, 67, 70 and 71 with the hologram lens 26, 
32 or 33 can be performed according to a common 
procedure by changing the threshold value or per- 
forming an auto gain control in which the focus error 
signal is normalized by detecting the total intensity of 
the transmitted light L4R or.the diffracted light L5R. 
Therefore, a control circuit required to perform the fo- 
cusing operation can be made at a low cost. 

Fig. 36A graphically shows a change of the focus 
error signal obtained by detecting the intensity of the 
diffracted light L6formed in the hologram lens 42, the 
strength of the focus error signal depending on a dis- 
tance between the objective lens 27 and the first in- 
formation medium 23. Fig. 36B graphically shows a 
change of the focus error signal obtained by detecting 
the intensity of the transmitted light L4 formed in the 
hologram lens 42, the strength of the focus error sig- 
nal depending on a distance between the objective 
lens 27 and the second information medium 25. 

As shown in Fig. 36A, a change of a focus error 
signal FE5 obtained in cases where the objective lens 
27 is almost focused on the first information medium 
23 is considerably large as compared with a change 
of an unnecessary focus error signal FE6 obtained in 
cases where the objective lens 27 is defocused on the 
first information medium 23. In addition, in cases 
where the hologram lens 42 is utilized in each of the 
optical head apparatuses 51, 61, 65, 67, 70 and 71, 
the unnecessary focus error signal FE6 is generated 
when the distance between the objective lens 27 and 
the first information medium 23 is smaller than the fo- 
cal length of the objective lens 27 for the diffracted 
light L6. 

In contrast, as shown in Fig. 36B, a change of a 
focus error signal FE7 obtained in cases where the 
objective lens 27 is almost focused on the second in- 
formation medium 25 is almost the same as that of an 
unnecessary focus error signal FE8 obtained in cas- 
es where the objective lens 27 is defocused on the 
second information medium 25. In addition, in cases 
where the hologram lens 42 is utilized in each of the 
optical head apparatuses 51, 61, 65, 67, 70 and 71, 
the unnecessary focus error signal FE8 is generated 
when the distance between the objective lens 27 and 
the second information medium 25 is larger than the 
focal length of the objective lens 27 for the transmit- 
ted light L4. 

Therefore, in cases where the focusing of the dif- 
fracted light L6 on the first information medium 23 is 
performed, the objective lens 27 placed near to the 
first information medium 23 is gradually moved away 
from the first information medium 23. Thereafter, 



when the strength of the focus error signal reaches a 
threshold value, a focus servo loop provided in the 
photo detector 57 or 63 is set to an operation condi- 
tion, so that the objective lens 27 is set to be focused 

5 on the first information medium 23. Also, in cases 
where the focusing of the transmitted light L4 on the 
second information medium 25 is performed, the ob- 
jective lens 27 placed near to the second information 
medium 25 is gradually moved away from the second 

10 information medium 25 in the same manner. There- 
after, when the strength of the focus error signal 
reaches a threshold value, a focus servo loop provid- 
ed in the photo detector 57 or 63 is set to an operation 
condition, so that the objective lens 27 is set to be fo- 

15 cused on the second information medium 25. 

Accordingly, the inverse influence of the unnec- 
essary focus error signal FE8 on the focusing of the 
transmitted light L4 can be prevented. Also, because 
the objective lens 27 placed near to the information 

20 medium 23 or 25 is gradually moved away from the 
information medium 23 or 25 regardless of whether 
the information medium is T1 or T2 in thickness, a fo- 
cusing operation in each of the optical head appara- 
tuses 51 , 61 , 65, 67, 70 and 71 with the hologram lens 

25 42 can be performed according to a common proce- 
dure by changing the threshold value or performing 
the auto gain control. Therefore, a control circuit re- 
quired to perform the focusing operation can be made 
at a low cost. 

30 

(Ninth Embodiment) 

An optical head apparatus with the compound 
objective lens 29, 34, 45, 46 or 47 in which the inci- 

35 dent light L3 is efficiently utilized to obtain an infor- 
mation signal and servo signals is described with ref- 
erence to Figs. 29, 37 according to a ninth embodi- 
ment of the present invention. 

Fig. 37 is a constitutional view of an optical head 

40 apparatus according to a ninth embodiment. 

As shown in Fig. 37, an optical head apparatus 
81 for recording or reproducing pieces of information 
on or from the information medium 23 or 25, compris- 
es the light source 52, the collimator lens 53, the 

45 beam splitter 54, the compound objective lens the 
compound objective lens 29 (34, 45, 46 or 47) com- 
posed of the hologram lens 26 (or 32 or 33) and the 
objective lens 27, the actuating unit 58, the converg- 
ing lens 55, a beam splitter 82 for transmitting a beam 

so of diffracted light L5R or reflecting a beam of trans- 
mitted light L4R, the photo detector 63 for detecting 
the intensity of the diffracted light L5R transmitting 
through the beam splitter 82 to obtain servo signals 
and an information signal recorded on the second in- 

55 formation medium 25, the wavef ront changing device 
56 such as a hologram for changing a wavef ront of the 
transmitted light L4R reflected by the beam splitter 
82, and the photo detector 57 for detecting the inten- 
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sity of the transmitted light L4R to obtain servo sig- 
nals and ah information signal recorded on the first 
information medium 23. The beam splitter 82 is made 
of a plane parallel plate of which a normal line is tilted 
from an optical path, so that an astigmatic aberration 5 
is generated in .the diffracted light L5R passing 
through the beam splitter 82. Also, a coating is ap- 
plied on a surface of the plane parallel plate. 

In the above configuration, the transmitted light 
L4 (or the diffracted light L5) are converged by the 10 
converging lens 27 in the same manner as in the sixth 
embodiment. Thereaf ter, in cases where a piece of in- 
formation is recorded or reproduced on or from the 
first information medium 23, the transmitted light L4 
is converged on the first information medium 23 to 15 
form the first converging spotSL Thereafter, a beam 
of transmitted light L4R reflected by the first informa- 
tion medium 23 passes through the same optical path 
in the reverse direction. That is, a great part of the 
transmitted light L4R again transmits through the 20 
compound objective lens without any diffraction and 
is reflected by the beam splitter 54. Thereafter, the 
transmitted light L4R is converged by the converging 
len§ 55, and a part of the transmitted light L4R is re- 
flected by the beam splitter 82. thereafter, the wave- 25 
front of a gr ; eat, part of the transmitted light L4R is 
changed by the wavefrorit changing unit 56, and the 
great part of the transmitted light L4R is converged on 
the photo detector 57 to form the converging spots 
S8, S9. Therefore, an information signal and servo 30 
signals such as a focus error signal and a tracking er- 
ror signal are obtained in the same manner as in the 
sixth embodiment. Also, a remaining part of the trans- 
mitted light L4R not changed its wavefront is con- 
verged on the photo detector 57 to form the converg- 35 
ing spot S7. 

In contrast, in cases where a piece of information 
is recorded or reproduced on or from the second in- 
formation medium 25, the diffracted light L5 is con- 
verged on the second information medium 25 to form 40 
the second converging spot S2. Thereafter, a beam of 
diffracted light L5R reflected by the second informa- 
tion medium 25 passes through the same optical path 
in the reverse direction, and a great part of the dif- 
fracted light L5R transmits through the hologram lens 45 
26 without any diffraction. Therefore, the diffracted 
light L5R passes through the incoming optical path 
differing from the outgoing optical path. Thereafter, 
the diffracted light L5R is reflected by the beam split- 
ter 54 and is converged by the converging lens 55. 50 
Thereafter, a part of the diffracted light L5R transmits 
through the beam splitter 82. In this case, an astig- 
matic aberration is generated in the diffracted light 
L5R. Thereafter, the diffracted light L5R is converged 
on the photo detector 63 to form a converging spot 55 
S12 of which the shape is the same as the converging 
spot S10 shown in Figs. 29A to 29C, and the intensity 
of the diffracted light L5R is detected in the photo de- 



tector 63. Therefore, ah information signal and servo 
signals such as a focus error signal and a tracking er- 
ror signal are obtained in the same manner as in the 
seventh embodiment. 

| n .'this case, though a remaining part of the trans- 
mitted light L4R transmits through the beam splitter 
82, the remaining part of the transrhitted light L4R is 
not converged at the converging spot S12 because 
the transmitted light L4R passes through the same 
optical path. Also, though a remaining part of the dif- 
fracted light L5R is reflected the beam splitter 82, the 
remaining part of the diffracted light L5R is not con- 
verged at the converging spot's?, S8 or S9 because 
the diffracted light L5R passes through the incoming 
optical path differing from the outgoing optical psith. 

In the ninth embodiment, because the diffracted 
light L5R transmits through the hologram lens 26 
without any diffractibn, the converging spot S1 2 
formed on the photo detector 63 does not relate to a 
radiating point of the light source 52 in si mirror image, 
whi le the converging spot S7 formed bh the photo de- 
tector 57 relates to the radiating point of the light 
source 52 in the mirror image. In other words, a focal 
point of the diff racted light L5R converged by thecon- 
verging lens 55 differs from that ofthe transmitted 
light L4R converged by the converging - lens 55. 
Therefore, the photo detector 57 for detecting th6 in- 
tensity of the transmitted light L4R and the photo de- 
tector 63 for detecting the intensity of the diffracted 
light L5R are required. 

Accordingly, because the compound objective 
lens having two focal points is utilized in the optical 
head apparatus 81, pieces of information can be re- 
liably recorded or reproduced on or from an informa- 
tion medium regardless of whether the information 
medium is thick or thin. 

An example of the utilization ofthe optical head 
apparatus 81 for various types of optical disks is de- 
scribed. 

In cases where the optical head apparatus 81 is 
utilized for an optical disk device in which pieces of 
information recorded in a thin type of high density 
optical disk 23 are recorded or reproduced and pieces 
of information recorded in a thick type of optical disk 
25 are exclusively reproduced, the diffraction effi- 
ciency ofthe hologram lens 26, 32 or 33 in the com- 
pound objective lens 29, 34, 45, 46 or 47 for changing 
a beam of light to a beam of first-order diffracted light 
is set to a value equal to or lower than 30 %. There- 
fore, in cases where a piece of information recorded 
on the thick type of optical disk 25 is reproduced in 
the photo detector 63, a signal-noise ratio of each of 
the servo signals and the information signal obtained 
in the photo detector 63 can be enhanced because 
the diffracted light L5R transmitting through the ho- 
logram lens 26, 32 or 33 at a high transmission effi- 
ciency is utilized to obtain the servo signals and the 
information signal. In other words, a utilization effi- 
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ciency of the incident light L3 can be enhanced when 
a piece of information recorded on the thick type of 
optical disk 25 is reproduced, so that the output power 
of the incident light L3 can be minimized. Also, even 
though a high intensity of the transmitted light L4 is 
required to record a piece of information on the high 
density optical disk 23, the recording of the informa- 
tion can be reliably performed without increasing the 
intensity of the incident light L3 because a transmis- 
sion efficiency of the hologram lens 26, 32 or 33 for 
the incident light L3 is high. Also, in cases where a 
piece of informat ion recorded on the high density opt- 
ical disk 23 is reproduced in the photo detector 57, a 
signal-noise ratio of each signal obtained in the photo 
detector 57 can be enhanced because the transmis- 
sion efficiency of the hologram lens 26, 32 or 33 for 
the light L3, L4R is high. 

(Tenth Embodiment) 

An optical head apparatus with the compound 
objective lens 29, 34, 45, 46 or 47 in which the inci- 
dent light L3 is efficiently utilized to obtain an infor- 
mation signal and servo signals is described with ref- 
erence to Figs. 38, 39 according to a tenth embodi- 
ment of the present invention. X1 andY1 coordinates 
shown in Figs. 38, 39 are utilized in common. 

Fig. 38 is a constitutional view of an optical head 
apparatus according to a tenth embodiment. Fig. 39 
is a plan view of a beam splitter having a reflection 
type of hologram utilized in the optical head appara- 
tus shown in Fig. 38. 

As shown in Fig. 38, an optical head apparatus 
91 for recording or reproducing pieces of information 
on or from the information medium 23 or 25, compris- 
es the light source 52, the collimator lens 53, the 
beam splitter 54, the compound objective lens 29 (or 
34, 45, 46 or 47) composed of the hologram lens 26 
(or 32 or 33) and the objective lens 27, the actuating 
unit 58, the converging lens 55, a beam splitter 92 
having a reflection type of hojogram 93 for transmit- 
ting a large part of the transmitted light L4R or reflect- 
ing all of the diffracted light L5R incident on the holo- 
gram 93, the photo detector 63 for detecting the inten- 
sity of the transmitted light L4R transmitting through 
the beam splitter 92 to obtain servo signals and an in- 
formation signal recorded in the first information me- 
dium 23, and the photo detector 57 for detecting the 
intensity of the diffracted light L5R to obtain servo 
signals and an information signal recorded in the sec- 
ond information medium 25. 

The beam splitter 92 is made of a plane parallel 
plate inclined to an optical path, so that an astigmatic 
aberration is generated in the transmitted light L4R 
passing through the beamsplitter 92. Also, as shown 
in Fig. 39, the reflection type of hologram 93 is ar- 
ranged at a center portion of the beam splitter 92, and 
a light transmitt ing region 92a is arranged at a periph- 



eral portion of the beam splitter 92 to surround the 
hologram 93. Light incident on the light transmitting 
region 92a transmits without any diffraction. The ho- 
logram 92 is partitioned into a diffracted light gener- 

5 ating region 93a in which a grating pattern P7 is 
drawn and a pair of diffracted light generating regions 
93b, 93c in which a pair of grating patterns P8, P9 are 
drawn. The diffracted light L5R incident on the dif- 
fracted light generating region 93a is diffracted to ob- 

10 tain a focus error signal in the photo detector 57. The 
diffracted light L5R incident on each of the diffracted 
light generating regions 93b, 93c is diffracted to ob- 
tain a tracking error signal in the photo detector 57. 
In the above configuration, the transmitted light 

15 L4 and the diffracted light L5 are converged by the 
converging lens 27 in the same manner as in the sixth 
embodiment. Thereafter, in cases where a piece of in- 
formation is recorded or reproduced on or from the 
first information medium 23, the transmitted light L4 

20 is converged on the first information medium 23 to 
form the first converging spot S1 . Thereafter, a beam 
of transmitted light L4R reflected by the first informa- 
tion medium 23 passes through the same optical path 
in the reverse direction. That is, a large part of the 

25 transmitted light L4R again transmits through the 
compound objective lens 29 without any diffraction 
and is reflected by the beam splitter 54. Thereafter, 
the transmitted light L4R is converged by the con- 
verging lens 55, and a large part of the transmitted 

30 light L4R transmits through the beam splitter 92. In 
this case, an astigmatic aberration is generated in 
the transmitted light L4R. Thereafter, the transmitted 
light L4R is converged on the photo detector 63 to 
form a converging spot S1 3 of which the shape is the 

35 same as the converging spot S10 shown in Figs. 29A 
to 29C, and the intensity of the transmitted light L4R 
is detected in the photo detector 63. Therefore, an in- 
formation signal and servo signals such as a focus 
error signal and a tracking error signal are obtained 

40 in the same manner as in the seventh embodiment 
In contrast, in cases where a piece of information 
is recorded or reproduced on or from the second in- 
formation medium 25, the diffracted light L5 is con- 
verged on the second information medium 25 to form 

45 the second converging spot S2. Thereafter, a beam 
of diffracted light L5R reflected by the second infor- 
mation medium 25 passes through the same optical 
path in the reverse direction, and a large part of the 
diffracted light L5R transmits through the hologram 

so lens 26 without any diffraction. Therefore, the dif- 
fracted light L5R transmits on the incoming optical 
path differing from the outgoing optical path in the 
same manner as in the ninth embodiment. There- 
after, the diffracted light L5R is reflected by the beam 

55 splitter 54 and is converged by the converging lens 55 
on the beam splitter 92 to form a converging spot on 
the reflect ion type of hologram 93 of the beam splitter 
92. Therefore, all of the diffracted light L5R is diff ract- 
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ed and reflected by the hologram 93 to be converged 
on the photo detector 57. That is, the diffracted light 
L5R diffracted and reflected in the diffracted light 
generating region 93a of the hologram 93 is splitted 
into two beams and is converged on the detecting 
sections SE1 to SE6 of the sextant photo-detector 59 
in the photo detector 57 in the same manner as in the 
sixth embodiment Also, the diffracted light L5R dif- 
fracted and reflected in the diffracted light generating 
region 93b of the hologram 93 is splitted into two 
beams, and the intensity of the diffracted light L5R is 
detected in the tracking photo-detectors 60a and 60d. 
Also, the diffracted light L5R diffracted and reflected 
in the diffracted light generating region 93c of the ho- 
logram 93 is splitted into two beams, and the intensity 
of the diffracted light L5R is detected in the tracking 
photo-detectors 60b and 60c. Therefore, an informa- 
tion signal and servo signals such as a focus error 
signal and a tracking error signal are obtained in the 
same manner as in the sixth embodiment. 

In the tenth embodiment, because the transmit- 
ted light L4R transmits through the hologram lens 26 
without any diffraction, the converging spot S13 
formed on the photo detector 63 does not relate to a 
radiating point of the light source 52 in a mirror image. 
Therefore, the photo detector 57 for detecting the in- 
tensity of the diffracted light L5R and the photo de- 
tector 63 for detecting the intensity of the transmitted 
light L4R are required. 

Accordingly, because the compound objective 
lens having two focal points is utilized in the optical 
head apparatus 91, pieces of information can be re- 
liably recorded or reproduced on or from an informa- 
tion medium regardless of whether the information 
medium is thick or thin. 

Also, because all of the diffracted light L5R is 
completely diffracted and reflected by the hologram 
93 of the beamsplitter 92, the diffracted light L5R can 
be utilized at high efficiency. Therefore, a signal-noi- 
se ratio of the signals obtained in the photo detector 
57 can be enhanced. 

An example of the utilization of the optical head 
apparatus 91 for various types of optical disks is de- 
scribed. 

In cases where the optical head apparatus 91 is 
utilized for an optical disk device in which pieces of 
information recorded in a thin type of high density 
optical disk 23 are recorded or reproduced and pieces 
of information recorded in a thick type of optical disk 
25 are exclusively reproduced, the diffraction effi- 
ciency of the hologram lens 26, 32 or 33 in the com- 
pound objective lens 29, 34, 45, 46 or 47 for changing 
a beam of light to a beam of first-order diffracted light 
is set to a value equal to or lower than 30 %. There- 
fore, in cases where a piece of information recorded 
on the thicktype of optical disk 25 is reproduced in the 
photo detector 57, a signal-noise ratio of each of the 
servo signals and the information signal obtained in 



the photo detector 57 can be enhanced because the 
diffracted light L5R transmitting through the holo- 
gram lens 26, 32 or 33 at a high transmission efficien- 
cy is utilized to obtain the servo signals and the infor- 

5 mation signal. In other words f a utilization efficiency 
of the incident light L3 can be enhanced when a piece 
of information recorded on the thick type of optical 
disk 25 is reproduced, so that the output power of the 
incident light L3 can be minimized. Also, even though 

10 a high intensity of the transmitted light L4 is required 
to record a piece of information on the high density 
optical disk 23, the recording of the information can 
be reliably performed without increasing the intensity 
of the incident light L3 because a transmission effi- 

15 ciency of the hologram lens 26, 32 or 33 for the inci- 
dent light L3 is high. Also, in cases where a piece of 
information recorded on the high density optical disk 
23 is reproduced in the photo detector 63, a signal- 
noise ratio of each signal obtained in the photo detec- 
20 tor 63 can be enhanced because the transmission ef- 
ficiency of the hologram lens 26, 32 or 33 for the light 
L3, L4R is high. 

(Eleventh Embodiment) 

25 

An optical head apparatus with the compound 
objective lens 29, 34, 45, 46 or 47 in which the inci- 
dent iight L3 is efficiently utilized to obtain an infor- 
mation signal and servo signals is described with ref- 

30 erence to Figs. 40 to 42 according to an eleventh em- 
bodiment of the present invention. X1 and Y1 co-or- 
dinates shown in Figs. 40, 41 are utilized in common, 
and X, Y and Z co-ordinates shown in Figs. 40, 42 are 
utilized in common. 

35 Figs. 40A, 40B are respectively a constitutional 

view of an optical head apparatus according an elev- 
enth embodiment; Fig. 41 is a plan view of a beam 
splitter having a reflection type of hologram utilized 
in the optical head apparatus shown in Fig. 38. 

40 As shown in Figs. 40A, 40B, an optical head ap- 

paratus 101 for recording or reproducing pieces of in- 
formation on or from the information medium 23 or 
25, comprises the light source 52, the collimator len« 
53, the beam splitter 54, the compound objective lem 

45 29 (or 34, 45, 46 or 47) composed of the hologram 
lens 26 (or 32 or 33) and the objective lens 27, the ac- 
tuating unit 58, the converging lens 55, a beam split- 
ter 102 having a transmission type of hologram 103 
for transmitting the transmitted light L4R converged 

so on the first information medium 23 and the diffracted 
light L5R converged on the second information me- 
dium 25 and diffracting the transmitted light L4R 
which is converged on the second information me- 
dium 25 in defocus, a photo detector 104 for detecting 

55 the intensity of the transmitted light L4R converged 
on the first information medium 23 to obtain servo 
signals and an information signal recorded in the first 
information medium 23, detecting in defocus the in- 
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tensity of the diffracted light L5R to obtain an infor- 
mation signal recorded in the second information me- 
dium 25, and detecting the intensity of the transmit- 
ted light L4R converged on the second information 
medium 25 in defocus to obtain a focus error signal. 

The beam splitter 102 is made of a plane parallel 
plate inclined to an optical path, so that an astigmatic 
aberration is generated in the light L4R, L5R passing 
through the beam splitter 102. Also, as shown in Fig. 
41, the transmission type of hologram 103 is ar- 
ranged at a center portion of the beam splitter 102, 
and a light transmitting region 102a is arranged at a 
peripheral portion of the beam splitter 102 to sur- 
round the hologram 103. The transmitted light L4R in- 
cident on the light transmitting region 102a transmits 
without any diffraction. The hologram 102 is parti- 
tioned into diffracted light generating regions 103a, 
103b alternately arranged to detect a focus error sig- 
nal according to the spot size detection method de- 
scribed in the sixth embodiment. That is, a grating, 
pattern P10 is drawn in each of the diffracted light 
generating regions 103a, and a converging spot is 
formed by the transmitted light L4R diffracted in the 
regions 103a. Also, a grating pattern P11 is drawn in 
each of the diffracted light generating regions 103b, 
and another converging spot is formed by the trans- 
mitted light L4R diffracted in the regions 103b. 

The photo detector 104 comprises the sextant 
photo-detector 59 in which the detecting sections 
SE1, SE2, SE3, SE4, SE5 and SE6 are provided in 
the same manner as the photo detector 57. 

In the above configuration, the transmitted light 
L4 and the diffracted light L5 are converged by the 
converging lens 27 in the same manner as in the sixth 
embodiment. Thereafter, in cases where a piece of in- 
formation is recorded or reproduced on or from the 
first information medium 23, as shown in Fig. 40A, 
the transmitted light L4 is converged on the first in- 
formation medium 23 to form the first converging 
spot S1. Thereafter, a beam of transmitted light L4R 
reflected by the first information medium 23 passes 
through the same optical path in the reverse direc- 
tion. That is, the transmitted light L4R again transmits 
through the compound objective lens without any dif- 
fraction and is reflected by the beam splitter 54. 
Thereafter, the transmitted light L4R is converged by 
the converging lens 55, and a major part of the trans- 
mitted light L4R transmits through the beam splitter 
103. In this case, an astigmatic aberration is gener- 
ated in the transmitted light L4R. Thereafter, the 
transmitted light L4R is converged on the photo de- 
tector 104 to form a converging spot S14 of which the 
shape is the same as the converging spot S10 shown 
in Figs. 29A to 29C, and the intensity of the transmit- 
ted light L4R is detected in the photo detector 104. 
Therefore, an information signal and servo signals 
such as a focus error signal and a tracking error sig- 
nal are obtained in the same manner as in the seventh 



embodiment. In this case, because the position of the 
photo detector 104 detecting the transmitted light 
L4R relates to a radiation point of the light source 52 
in a mirror image, the transmitted light L4R is con- 

5 verged on the photo detector 104 just in focus. 

In contrast, in cases where a piece of information 
is recorded or reproduced on or from the second in- 
formation medium 25, as shown in Fig. 40B, the dif- 
fracted light L5 is converged on the second informa- 

10 tion medium 25 to form the second converging spot 
S2. Thereafter, a beam of diffracted light L5R reflect- 
ed by the second information medium 25 passes 
through the same optical path in the reverse direction 
and transmits through the hologram lens 26 without 

15 any diffraction. Therefore, the diffracted light L5R 
transmits on the incoming optical path differing from 
the outgoing optical path in the same manner as in the 
ninth embodiment. Thereafter, the diffracted light 
L5R is reflected by the beam splitter 54 and is con- 

20 verged by the converging lens 55. Thereafter, a major 
part of the diffracted light L5R transmits through the 
beam splitter 102, and the diffracted light L5R is con- 
verged on the photo detector 57. In this case, an as- 
tigmatic aberration is generated in the diffracted light 

25 L5R. Also, because the diffracted light L5R is not dif- 
fracted by the hologram lens 26 on the incoming opt- 
ical path, the position of the photo detector 104 de- 
tecting the diffracted light L5R does not relate to the 
radiation point of the light source 52 in the mirror im- 

30 age. Therefore, the diffracted light L5R is converged 
on the photo detector 104 in defocus. However, be- 
cause the entire intensity of the diffracted light L5R 
converged in defocus is detected in the photo detec- 
tor 104, an information signal is obtained in the same 

35 manner as in the seventh embodiment. 

Also, the transmitted light L4 is converged on the 
second information medium 25 in defocus as shown 
in Fig. 40B. That is, the transmitted light L4 incident 
on the rear surface of the second information medium 

40 25 is converged at the front surface of the second in- 
formation medium 25. Thereafter, a beam of trans- 
mitted light L4R reflected at the front surface of the 
second information medium 25 again transmits 
through the compound objective lens without any dif- 

45 fraction and is reflected by the beam splitter 54. 
Thereafter, the transmitted light L4R is converged by 
the converging lens 55 on the beam splitter 102 to 
form a converging spot on the of hologram 1 03 of the 
beam splitter 102. Therefore, all of the transmitted 

50 light L4R is diffracted by the hologram 1 03 and is con- 
verged on the photo detector 104. That is, the trans- 
mitted light L4R diffracted in the diffracted light gen- 
erating regions 103a of the hologram 103 is changed 
to a first spherical wave SW1 of which a focal point is 

55 placed at the front of the photo detector 104, and the 
transmitted light L4R diffracted in the diffracted light 
generating regions 103b of the hologram 103 is 
changed to a second spherical wave SW2 of which a 
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focal point is placed at the rear of the photo detector 
1 04. Thereafter, as shown in Figs. 42A to 42C, the 
first spherical wave SW1 is converged on the detect- 
ing sections SE1 to SE3 of the sextant photo-detector 
59 in the photo detector 1 04 to form a converging spot 5 
S15A, and the second spherical wave SW2 is con- 
verged on the detecting sections SE4 to SE6 of the 
sextant photo-detector 59 to form a converging spot 
S15B. Because the regions 103a, 103b are divided 
into many pieces, the converging spots S15A, S15B 10 
are respectively divided into many pieces. 

In cases where the diffracted light L5 is con- 
verged on the information medium 25 in defocus, the 
converging spots S15A, S15B of the transmitted light 
L4R shown in Figs. 42A, 420 are formed on the sex- 1 s 
tant photd-detector 59. In contrast, in cases where the 
diffracted light L5 is converged on the information 
medium 25 in focus, the converging spots S15A, 
S15B of the transmitted light L4R shown in Fig. 42B 
are formed on the sextant photo-detector 59. The in- 20 
tensity of the transmitted light L4R is detected in each 
of the detecting sections SE1 to SE6 of the sextant 
photo-detector 59 and is changed to electric current 
signals SC15 to SC20. Thereafter, a focus error sig- 
nal S f? is obtained according to the spot size detection 25 
method by calculating an equation (11). 
S fe = (SC15 + SC17 - SC16) - (SC18 + SC20 

- SC19) (11) 
Thereafter, the position of the compound objective 
lens is moved in a direction along an optical axis at 30 
high speed so as to minimize the absolute value of the 
focus error signal S fe . Therefore, the focus error sig- 
nal is obtained in the same manner as in the sixth em- 
bodiment 

Accordingly, because the compound objective 35 
lens having two focal prints is utilized in the optical 
head apparatus 101, pieces of information can be re- 
liably recorded or reproduced on or from an informa- 
tion medium regardless of whether the information 
medium is thick or thin. 40 

Also, because all of the transmitted light L4R re- 
flected by the second information medium 25 is com- 
pletely diffracted by the hologram 103 of the beam 
splitter 102 to detect the focus error signal, the trans- 
mitted light L4R can be utilized at high efficiency. 45 
Therefore, a signal-noise ratio of the focus error sig- 
nal obtained in the photo detector 104 can be en- 
hanced. 

Also, the information signal and the servo signals 
can be obtained in the photo detector 104 regardless 50 
of whether the information medium 23 or 25 is thin or 
thick. Therefore, the number of parts required to man- 
ufacture the optical head apparatus 101 can be re- 
duced, and a small sized optical head apparatus can 
be manufactured at a low cost and in I ight weight even 55 
though pieces of information are recorded or repro- 
duced on or from an information medium by utilizing 
the optical head apparatus 101 regardless of whether 



the Information medium is thick or thin. 

An example of the utilization of the optical head 
apparatus 101 for various types of optical disks is de- 
scribed. 

In cases where the optical head apparatus 101 is 
utilized for ah optical disk device in which pieces of 
information recorded in a thin type of high density 
optical disk 23 are recorded or reproduced and pieces 
of information recorded in a thick type of optical disk 
25 are exclusively reproduced, the diffraction effi- 
ciency of the hologram lens 26, 32 or 33 in the com- 
pound objective lens 29, 34, 45, 46 or 47 is set to a 
value equal to or lower than 30 %. Therefore, in cases 
where a piece of information recorded on the thick 
type of optical disk 25 is reproduced in the photo de- 
tector 104, a signal-noise ratio of each of the servo 
signals and the information signal obtained in the 
photo detector 104 can be enhanced because the dif- 
fracted light L5R transmitting through the hologram 
lens 26, 32 or 33 at a high transmission efficiency is 
utilized to obtain the information signal. In other 
words, a utilization efficiency of the incident light L3 
can be enhanced when a piece of information record- 
ed on the thick type of optical disk 25 is reproduced, 
so that the output power of the incident light L3 can 
be minimized. Also, even though a high intensity of 
the transmitted light L4 is required to record a piece 
of informat ion on the high density optical disk 23, the 
recording of the information can be reliably per- 
formed without increasing the intensity of the incident 
light L3 because a transmission efficiency of the ho- 
logram lens 26, 32 or 33 for the incident light L3 is 
high. Also, in cases where a piece of information re- 
corded on the high density optical disk 23 is repro- 
duced in the photo detector 63, a signal-noise ratio of 
each signal obtained in the photo detector 63 can be 
enhanced because the transmission efficiency of the 
hologram lens 26, 32 or 33 for the light L3, L4Rishigh. 

(Twelfth Embodiment) 

An optical head apparatus with the compound 
objective lens 29M, 43, 45, 46 or 47 in which the in- 
cident light L3 is efficiently utilized to obtain an infor- 
mation signal and servo signals is described with ref- 
erence to Fig. 43 according to a twelfth embodiment 
of the present invention. 

Fig. 43 is a constitutional view of an optical head 
apparatus according to a twelfth embodiment 

As shown in Fig. 43, an optical head apparatus 
111 for recording or reproducing pieces of information 
on or from the information medium 23 or 25, compris- 
es the light source . 52, the collimator lens 53, the 
beam splitter 54, the compound objective lens 29M 
(or 43, 45, 46 or 47) composed of the hologram lens 
42 (or 26M or 32) and the objective lens 27, the ac- 
tuating unit 58, the converging lens 55, the beam 
splitter 82, the photo detector 63, the wavefront 
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changing device 56, and the photo detector 57. 

In the above configuration, a beam of incident 
light L3 radiated from the light source 52 is collimated 
in the collimator lens 53 and transmits through the 
beam splitter 54. Thereafter, a part of the incident 5 
light L3 transmits through the compound objective 
lens 29 without any diffraction, and a remaining part 
of the incident light L3 is diffracted. 

Thereafter, in cases where a piece of information 
is recorded or reproduced on or from the first infor- 10 
mat ion medium 23, the diffracted light L6 is con- 
verged on the first information medium 23 to form the 
converging spot S5. That is, the diffracted light L6 is 
incident on the rear surface of the first information 
medium 23. and the converging spot S5 is formed on is 
the front surface of the first information medium 23. 
Thereafter, a beam of diffracted light L6R reflected at 
the front surface of the first information medium 23 
passes through the same optical path in the reverse 
direction, and a great part of the diffracted light L6R 20 
is again diffracted by the hologram lens 42. There- 
fore, the diffracted light L6R transmits on the incom- 
ing optical path agreeing with the outgoing optical 
path. Thereafter, the diffracted light L6R is reflected 
by the beam splitter 54 and is converged by the con- 25 
verging lens 55. Thereafter, a part of the diffracted 
light L6R transmits through the beam splitter 82. In 
this case, an astjgmaticaberration is generated in the 
diffracted light L6R. Thereafter, the diffracted light 
L6R is converged on the photo detector 63 to form the 30 
converging spot S10 of which the shape is shown in 
Figs. 29A to 29C, and the intensity of the diffracted 
light L6R is detected in the photo detector 63. There- 
fore, an information signal and servo signals such as 
a focus error signal and a tracking error signal are ob- 
tained in the same manner as in the seventh embodi- 
ment. , 

In contrast, in cases where a piece of information 
is recorded or reproduced on or from the second in- 
formation medium 25, the transmitted light L4 is con- 
verged on the second information medium 25 to form 
the converging spot S6fThat is, the transmitted light 
L4 is incident on the rear surface of the second infor- 
mation medium 25, and the converging spot S6 is 
formed on the front surface of the second information 
medium 25. Thereafter, a beam of transmitted light 
L4R reflected at the front surface of the second infor- 
mation medium 25 passes through the same optical 
path in the reverse direction. That is, the transmitted 
light L4R is collimated by the objective lens 27 on the 
incoming optical path. Thereafter, a great part of the 
transmitted light L4R is diffracted by the hologram 
lens 42. Therefore, the transmitted light L4R trans- 
mits on the incoming optical path differing from the 
outgoing optical path. Thereafter, the transmitted 
light L4R is reflected by the beam splitter 54 and is 
converged by the converging lens 55. Thereafter, a 
part of the transmitted light L4R is reflected by the 



beam splitter 82. Thereafter, the wavefront of a great 
part of the transmitted light L4R is changed by the wa- 
vefront changing unit 56, and the great part of the 
transmitted light L4R is converged on the photo de- 
tector 57 to form converging spots S16, S17. There- 
fore, an information signal and servo signals such as 
a focus error signal and a tracking error signal are ob- 
tained in the same manner as in the sixth embodi- 
ment. Also, a remaining part of the transmitted light 
L4R not changed its wavefront by the wavefront 
changing unit 56 is converged on the photo detector 
57 to form the converging spot S18. 

In the twelfth embodiment, because the trans- 
mitted light L4R is diffracted by the hologram lens 42 
on the incoming optical path, the converging spot S18 
formed on the photo detector 57 does not relate to a 
radiation point of the light source 52 in a mirrorimage f 
while the converging spot S10 formed on the photo 
detector 63 relates to the radiation point of the light 
source 52 in the mirror image. In other words, a focal 
point of the transmitted light L4R converged by the 
converging lens 55 differs from that of the diffracted 
light L6R converged by the converging lens 55. 
Therefore, the photo detector 57 for detecting the in- 
tensity of the transmitted light L4R and the photo de- 
tector 63 for detecting the intensity of the diffracted 
light L6R are required. 

Accordingly, even though pieces of information 
are recorded or reproduced on or from an information 
medium, the information can be reliably recorded or 
reproduced on or from the information medium re- 
gardless of whether the information medium is thick 
or thin. 

Also, because the diffracted light L6 formed in 
the hologram lens 42 converges before the diffracted 
light L6 is incident on the objective lens 27, the dis- 
tance in an optical axis direction between the con- 
verging spots S5, S6 can be lengthened to about 1 
mm. Therefore, even though the transmitted light L4 
(or the diffracted light L6) is converged on the con- 
verging spot S6 (or S5) in focus to record or read a 
piece of information, the light L6 (or L4) is not con- 
verged on the converging spot S6 (or S5) in focus to 
reduce the intensity of the light L6 (or L4) at the con- 
verging spot S6 (or S5). Accordingly, no adverse in- 
fluence is exerted on the recording or reproduction of 
the information 

Also, because the hologram lens 42 functions as 
a convex lens for the first-order diffracted lig ht L6, the 
occurrence of a chromatic aberration can be prevent- 
ed in the optical head apparatus 111. 

An example of the utilization of the optical head 
apparatus 111 for various types of optical disks is de- 
scribed. 

In cases where the optical head apparatus 111 is 
utilized for an optical disk device in which pieces of 
information recorded in a thin type of high density 
optical disk 23 are recorded or reproduced and pieces 
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of information recorded in a thick type of optical disk 
25 are exclusively reproduced, the diffraction effi- 
ciency of the hologram lens 26M or 42 in the com- 
pound objective lens 29M, 43, 45, 46 or 47 for chang- 
ing a beam of light to a beam of first-order diffracted 5 
light is set to a value equal to or higher than 55 %. 
Therefore, in cases where a piece of information re- 
corded on the thick type of optical disk 25 is repro- 
duced in the photo detector 57, a signal-noise ratio of 
each of the servo signals and the information signal 10 
obtained in the photo detector 57 can be enhanced 
because the transmitted light L4R diffracted by the 
hologram lens 26M or 42 at a high diffraction efficien- 
cy is utilized to obtain the servo signals and the infor- 
mation signal. In other words, a utilization efficiency 15 
of the incident light L3 can be enhanced when a piece 
of information recorded on the thick type of optical 
disk 25 is reproduced, so that the output power of the 
incident light L3 can be minimized. Also, even though 
a high intensity of the diffracted light L6 is required to 20 
record a piece of Information on the high density opt- 
ical disk 23, the recording of the information can be 
reliably performed without increasing the intensity of 
the incident light L3 because the diffraction efficien- 
cy of the hologram lens 26M or 42 for the incident light 25 
L3 and the diffracted light L6R is high. Also, in cases 
where a piece of information recorded on the high 
density optical disk 23 is reproduced in the photo de- 
tector 63, a signal-noise ratio of each signal obtained 
in the photo detector 63 can be enhanced because 30 
the diffraction efficiency of the hologram lens 26M or 
42 for the light L3, L6R is high. 



(Thirteenth Embodiment) 
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An optical head apparatus with the compound 
objective lens 29M, 43, 45, 46 or 47 in which the in- 
cident light L3 is efficiently utilized to obtain an infor- 
mation signal and servo signals is described with ref- 
erence to Fig. 44 according to a thirteenth embodi- 40 
ment of the present invention. 

Fig. 44 is a constitutional view of an optical head 
apparatus according to a thirteenth embodiment. 

As shown in Fig. 44, an optical head apparatus 
121 for recording or reproducing pieces of information 45 
on or from the information medium 23 or 25, compris- 
es the light source 52, the collimator lens 53, the 
beam splitter 54, the compound objective lens 43 (or 
29M, 45, 46 or 47) composed of the hologram lens 42 
(or 26M or 32) and the objective lens 27, the actuating 50 
unit 58, the converging lens 55, the beam splitter 92 
having the reflection type of hologram 93, the photo 
detector 63, and the photo detector 57. 

In the above configuration, the transmitted light 
L4 and the diffracted light L6 are converged by the 55 
converging lens 27 in the same manner as in the 
twelfth embodiment. Thereafter, in cases where a 
piece of information is recorded or reproduced on or 

40 



from the first information medium 23, the diffracted 
light L6 is converged on the first information medium 
23 to form the converging spot S5. Thereafter, a 
beam of diffracted light L6R reflected by the first in- 
formation medium 23 passes through the same opt- 
ical path in the reverse direction, and a large part of 
the diffracted light L6R is diffracted by the hologram 
lens 42. Therefore, the diffracted light L6R transmits 
on the incoming optical path agreeing with the outgo- 
ing optical path in the same manner as in the twelfth 
embodiment. Thereafter, the diffracted light L6R is 
reflected by the beam splitter 54 and is converged by 
the converging lens 55 on the beam splitter 92 to form 
a converging spot on the reflection type of hologram 
93 of the beam splitter 92. Therefore, all of the dif- 
fracted light L6R is diffracted and reflected by the ho- 
logram 93 to be converged on the photo detector 57 
in the same manner as in the tenth embodiment. 
Therefore, an information signal and servo signals 
such as a focus error signal and a tracking error sig- 
nal are obtained in the same manner as in the sixth 
embodiment. 

In contrast, in cases where a piece of information 
is recorded or reproduced on or from the second in- 
formation medium 25, the transmitted light L4 is; con- 
verged on the second information medium 25 to form 
the converging spot S6. Thereafter, a beam of trans- 
mitted light L4R reflected by the second information 
medium 25 passes through the same optical path in 
the reverse direction. That is, a large part of the trans- 
mitted light L4R is collimated by the objective lens 27 
on the incoming optical path. Thereafter, a great part 
of the transmitted light L4R is diffracted by the holo- 
gram lens 42. Therefore, the transmitted light L4R 
transmits on the incoming optical path differing from 
the outgoing optical path in the same manner as in the 
twelfth embodiment. Thereafter, the transmitted light 
L4R is reflected by the beam splitter 54 and is con- 
verged by the converging lens 55. Thereafter, a large 
part of the transmitted light L4R transmits through 
the beam splitter 92. In this case, an astigmatic aber- 
ration is generated in the transmitted light L4R. 
Thereafter, the transmitted light L4R is converged on 
the photo detector 63 to form a converging spot S19 
of which the shape is the same as the converging spot 
S10 shown in Figs. 29Ato 29C, and the intensity of 
the transmitted light L4R is detected in the photo de- 
tector 63. Therefore, an information signal and servo 
signals such as a focus error signal and a tracking er- 
ror signal are obtained in the same manner as in the 
seventh embodiment. 

In the thirteenth embodiment, because the trans- 
mitted light L4R is diffracted by the hologram lens 42, 
the converging spot S1 9 formed on the photo detector 
63 does not relate to a radiation point of the light 
source 52 in a mirror image. Therefore, the photo de- 
tector 57 for detecting the intensity of the diffracted 
light L6R and the photo detector 63 for detecting the 
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intensity of the transmitted light L4R are required. 

Accordingly, because the compound objective 
lens having two focal points is utilized in the optical 
head apparatus 121, pieces of information can be re- 
liably recorded or reproduced on or from an informa- 
tion medium regardless of whether the information 
medium is thick or thin. 

Also, because the diffracted light L6 formed in 
the hologram lens 42 converges before the diffracted 
light L6 is incident on the objective lens 27, the dis- 
tance in an optical axis direction between the con- 
verging spots S5, S6 can be lengthened to about 1 
mm. Therefore, even though the transmitted light L4 
(or the diffracted light L6) is converged on the con- 
verging spot S6 (or S5) in focus to record or read a 
piece of information, the light L6 (or L4) is not con- 
verged on the converging spot S6 (or S5) in focus to 
reduce the intensity of the light L6 (or L4) at the con- 
verging spot S6 (or S5). Accordingly, no adverse in- 
fluence is exerted on the recording or reproduction of 
the information 

Also, because the hologram lens 42 functions as 
a convex lens for the first-order diffracted light L6, the 
occurrence of a chromatic aberration can be prevent- 
ed in the optical head apparatus 121. 

An example of the utilization of the optical head 
apparatus 121 for various types of optical disks is de- 
scribed. 

In cases where the optical head apparatus 1 21 is 
utilized for an optical disk device in which pieces of 
information recorded in a thin type of high density 
optical disk 23 are recorded or reproduced and pieces 
of information recorded in a thick type of optical disk 
25 are exclusively reproduced, the diffraction effi- 
ciency of the hologram lens 26M or 42 in the com- 
pound objective lens 29M, 43, 45, 46 or 47 for chang- 
ing a beam of light to a beam of first-order diffracted 
light is set to a value equal to or higher than 70 %. 
Therefore, in cases where a piece of information re- 
corded on the thick type of optical disk 25 is repro- 
duced in the photo detector 57, a signal- noise ratio of 
each of the servo signals and the information signal 
obtained in the photo detector 57 can be enhanced 
because the transmitted light L4R diffracted by the 
hologram lens26M or 42 at a high diffraction efficien- 
cy is utilized to obtain the servo signals and the infor- 
mation signal. In other words, a utilization efficiency 
of the incident light L3 can be enhanced when a piece 
of information recorded on the thick type of optical 
disk 25 is reproduced, so that the output power of the 
incident light L3 can be minimized. Also, even though 
a high intensity of the diffracted light L6 is required to 
record a piece of information on the high density opt- 
ical disk 23, the recording of the information can be 
reliably performed without increasing the intensity of 
the incident light L3 because the diffraction efficien- 
cy of the hologram lens 26M or 42 for the incident light 
L3 and the diffracted light L6R is high. Also, in cases 



where a piece of information recorded on the high 
density optical disk 23 is reproduced in the photo de- 
tector 63, a signal-noise ratio of each signal obtained 
in the photo detector 63 can be enhanced because 
5 the diffraction efficiency of the hologram lens 26M or 
42 for the light L3, L6R is high. 

(Fourteenth Embodiment) 

10 An optical head apparatus in which noises includ- 

ed in an information signal are reduced is described 
with reference to Figs. 45, 46 according to a four- 
teenth embodiment of the present invention. 

Fig. 45 is a constitutional view of an optical head 
15 apparatus according to a fourteenth embodiment. 
Fig. 46 is a plan view of a hologram lens utilized in the 
optical head apparatus shown in Fig. 45. 

As shown in Fig. 45, an optical head apparatus 
131 for, recording or reproducing pieces of informa- 
20 tion qnorfrom the information medium 23 or 25, com- 
prises the light source 52, a beam splitter 132 having 
a polarizing. separation film 133 on its surface for re- 
flecting the incident light L3 radiated from the light 
source 52 on an outgoing optical path and transmit- 
25 ting through the light L4R or L5R reflected on the in- 
formation medium 23 or 25 on an incoming optical 
path, a collimator lens 134 forcollimating the incident 
light L3 on the outgoing optical path and converging 
the light L4R or L5R on the incoming optical path, a 
30 hologram lens 135 for transmitting a part of the inci- 
dent light L3 without any diffraction and diffracting a 
remajning part of the incident light L3, the 1/4-X plate 
69, the objective lens 27, the actuating unit 58, and 
a photo detector 136 for detecting the light transmit- 
35 ting through or diffracted by the hologramlens 135 on 
the incoming optical path. 

As shown in Fig. 46, the hologram lens 135 is 
formed by drawing the grating pattern P1 in a central 
region ; .135a of the transparent substrate 28 and a 
40 grating pattern P12 in a peripheral region 135b sur- 
rounding the central region 135a. The grating pattern 
P12 is drawn in a non-concentric shape. Because the 
grating pattern P1 are drawn in the hologram lens 
135, a compound objective lens 137 having two focal 
45 points is composed of the hologram lens 1 35 and the 
objective lens 27. Light passing through the peripher- 
al region 135b of the hologram lens 135 is detected 
by the photo detector 136 to cancel noises included 
in an information signal. An optical axis of the optical 
so head apparatus 1 31 passes through a central point of 
the grating pattern P1 and a central axis of the objec- 
tive lens 27. 

The photo detector 136 comprises the quadrant 
photo-detector 64 having the detecting sections SE7 
55 to SE10 and a noise cancelling photo detector 138 for 
detecting the intensity of light passing through the 
peripheral region 135b of the hologram lens 135. Be- 
cause the grating pattern P12of the peripheral region 



41 



81 



EP 0 610 055 A2 



82 



135b is drawn in the non-concentric shape, light dif- 
fracted in the peripheral region 1 35b is not converged 
on the detecting sections SE7 to SE10. 

In the above configuration, the incident light L3 
linearly polarized in a first direction is radiated from 5 
the light source 52 and is reflected by the beam split- 
ter 132 because the polarizing separation film 133 
functions as a mirror for the incident light L3 linearly 
polarized in the first direction. Therefore, the incident 
light L3 is directed in an upper direction and is colli- 10 
mated by the collimator lens 134. Thereafter, a part 
of the incident light L3 incident on the central region 
135a of the hologram lens 135 transmits through the 
central region 135a without any diffraction to form 
the transmitted light L4, and a rernaining part of the 15 
incident light L3 incident oh the central region 135a of 
the hologram lens 135 is diffracted in the central re- 
gion 135a to form the diffracted light L5. Also, a part 
of the incident light L3 incident on the peripheral re- 
gion 135b6f the hologramlens 135 transmits through 20 
the peripheral region 135b without any diffraction to 
form a beam of noise cancelling light L14. Thereafter, 
the light L4, L5 and L14 pass through the 1/4-X plates 
so that the light L4, L5 and 114 linearly polarized in 
the first direction is changed to the light 14; 15 and 25 
L14 circujarly polarized. Thereafter, the light L4. L5 
and L14 are converged By the converging liens 27. 

Thereafter, in cases where a piece of information 
is recorded or reproduced on or from the first infor- 
mation medium 23 (or the second information me- 30 
dium 25), the transmitted light L4 (or the diffracted 
light L5) is converged on the information medium 23 
(or 25) to form the converging spot S1 (or S2). There- 
after, a beam of transmitted light L4R (or a beam of 
diffracted light L5R) reflected by the information me- 35 
dium 23 (or 25) passes through the same optical path 
in the reverse direction! That is, the transmitted light 
L4R (or the diffracted light L5R) is circularly polarized 
in reverse and ^gain passes through the converging 
lens 27 and the 1/4-X pliate 69. Therefore, the light 40 
L4R (or L5R) is linearly polarized in a second direc- 
tion perpendicular to the first direction. Thereafter, a 
part of the transmitted light L4R transmits through 
the central region 135a of the hologram lens 135 with- 
out any diffraction, or a part of the diffracted light L5R 45 
is again diffracted in the central region 135a. There- 
after, the transmitted light L4R (or the diffracted light 
L5R) is converged by the collimator lens 134 and 
passes through the beam splitter 132 without any re- 
flection because the polarizing separation film 133 so 
functions as a transparent plate for the light L4R (or 
L5R) linearly polarized in the second direction. In this 
case, an astigmatic aberration is generated in the 
transmitted light L4R (or the diffracted light L5R) in 
the same manner as in the seventh embodiment. 55 
Thereafter, the transmitted light L4R (or the diffract- 
ed light L5R) is incident on the detecting sections SE7 
to SE10 of the photo detector 1 36 to form a converg- 
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ing spot S20 of which the shape is the same as the 
converging spot S10 shown in Figs. 29A to 29G. The 
intensity of the transmitted light L4R (or the diffracted 
light L5R) is changed to electric current signals SC21 
to SC24 in the detecting sections SE7 to SE10. 
Therefore; servo signals such as a focuserror signal 
and a tracking error signal are obtained in the same 
manner as in the seventh embodiment, so that the 
position of the compound objective lens 1 37 is adjust- 
ed to converge the transmitted light L4 (or the dif- 
fracted light L5) on the information medium 23 (or 25) 
in focus. Also, an information signal expressing a 
piece of information recorded on the information me- 
dium 23 (or 25) is obtained according to an equation 
(12), ■ 
S jn = SC21 + SC22 + SC23 + SC24 (12) 
Also, the noise cancelling light L14 is converged 
on the information medium 23 to form a converging 
spot Grounding the converging spot S1 . Thereafter, 
a beam of noise cancelling light L14R reflected by the 
first information medium 23 passes through the same 
optical path in the reverse direction. That is, the noise 
cancelling light LT4R again passes through the con- 
verging lens 27 andihe 1/4-X plate 69, and a part of 
the noise cancelling light L14R is diffracted and con- 
verged in the peripheral region 135b of the hologram 
lens 135 arid is incident on the noise cancelling photo 
detector 138. In the photo detector 138, an output sig- 
nal SC25 is generated according to the intensity of 
the noise cancelling light L14R. Thereafter, a noise 
cancelled information signal S nc expressing a piece of 
information recorded on the first information medium 
23 is obtained by adding all of the signals according 
to ah equation (13): 

S nc = (SC21 + SC22 + SC23 + SC24) + R x 

SC25 (13), 
wherS the symbol R is a weighting factor. 

In this case, because the term R x SC25 is added 
to obtain the information signal S^, inverse influence 
of noises included in the term (SC21 + SC22 + SC23 
+ SC24) on the noise cancelled information signal S nc 
can be reduced. The reason is described. 

As is well known (for example, Japanese Patent 
Gazette No. 22452 of 1990 laid open to public inspec- 
tion on July 23, 1985 under Provisional Publication 
No. 138748 of 1985 and Published Unexamined Pa- 
tent Application No. 131245 of 1986), signals ex- 
pressing pieces of information recorded on an optical 
disk shifts to a higher frequency as the density of the 
information recorded becomes high. Also, the ampli- 
tude of a signal having a high frequency becomes low 
as compared with that of a signal having a low fre- 
quency in cases where the signals are produced ac- 
cording to light passing through a central region of a 
hologram lens. In contrast, the amplitude of a signal 
having a high frequency is emphasized in cases 
where the signal is produced according to light pass- 
ing through a peripheral region of the hologram lens. 
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Therefore, in cases where the information .signal S nc 
is obtained according to the equation (13), high fre- 
quency components included in the information sig- 
nal S nc is emphasized, and low frequency noise com- 
ponents included in the term (SC21 + SC22 + SC23 
+ SC24) are comparatively reduced. As a result, a sig- 
nal-noise ratio in the information signal S nc can be en- 
hanced. 

Accordingly, because the compound objective 
lens having two focal points is utilized in the optical 
head apparatus 131 , pieces of information can be re- 
liably recorded or reproduced or or from an informa- 
tion medium regardless of whether the information 
medium is thick or thin. 

Also, even though pieces of information are 
densely recorded in a thin type of high density optical 
disk represented by the first information medium 23, 
the information signal S nc can be reliably reproduced 
at a high signal-noise ratio. 

Also, because the intensity of the light L4R or 
L5R incident on the detecting sections SE7 to SE10 
of the photo detector 136 is reduced by converging 
the noise cancelling light L14R on the photo detector 
138, a positioning accuracy of the photo detector 136 
can be coarsely lowered to 1/100. 

Also, in cases where the grating pattern P12 of 
the peripheral region 135b functions as a lens for the 
incident light L3 diffracted in the peripheral region 
135b, unnecessary diffracted light generated in the 
peripheral region 135b on the outgoing optical path 
forms a comparatively large converging spot in defo- 
cus on the first information medium 23. Therefore, 
pieces of information recorded on the first informa- 
tion medium 23 are read by the unnecessary diffract- 
ed light, and the information are treated as a piece of 
averaged information in the photo detector 136 even 
though the unnecessary diffracted light is incident on 
the photo detector 136. Accordingly, the information 
read by the unnecessary diffracted light does not ad- 
versely influence on the information signal S nc as a 
noise. 

Also, in cases where a transmission efficiency of 
the peripheral region 135b of the hologram lens 135 
is set to agree with another transmission efficiency of 
the centra! region 135a, secondary maxima (or side 
lobes) occurring around the converging spot S1 can 
be lowered as compared with the first embodiment. 
Accordingly, a signal-noise ratio in the information 
signal S nc can be enhanced. 

(Fifteenth Embodiment) 

An optical head apparatus in which noises includ- 
ed in an information signal are reduced is described 
with reference to Figs. 47 to 49 according to a fif- 
teenth embodiment of the present invention. 

Fig. 47 is a constitutional view of an optical head 
apparatus according to a fifteenth embodiment. Fig. 



48 is a plan view of a hologram lens utilized in the opt- 
ical head apparatus shown in Fig. 47. 

As shown in Fig. 47, an optical head apparatus 

141 for recording or reproducing pieces of informa- 
5 tion on or from the information medium 23 or 25, com- 
prises the light source 52, the beam splitter 82, the 
collimator lens 134, a hologram lens 142 for transmit- 
ting a part of the incident light L3 without any diffrac- 
tion and diffracting a remaining part of the incident 

10 light L3, the objective lens 27, the actuating unit 58, 
and a photo detector 143 for detecting the light trans- 
mitting through or diffracted by the hologram lens 

142 on the incoming optical path. 

As shown in Fig. 48, the hologram lens 142 is par- 
ts titioned into a central region 142a in which the grating 
pattern P1 is drawn, a pair of side peripheral regions 
142b, 142c in which grating patterns P13, P14 are 
drawn to cancel noises included in an information sig- 
nal, and a pair of no-designed regions 142d, 142e in 
20 which no grating pattern is drawn not to reduce the in- 
tensity of light. Because the grating pattern P1 are 
drawn in the hologram lens 135, a compound objec- 
tive lens 144 having two focal points is composed of 
the hologram lens 142 and the objective lens 27. An 
25 optical axis of the optical head apparatus 141 passes 
through a central point of the grating pattern P1 and 
a central axis of the objective lens 27. 

The photo detector 143 comprises the quadrant 
photo-detector 64 having the detecting sections SE7 
30 to SE10, a pair of noise cancelling photo detector 
1 38a, 1 38b for detecting the intensity of light passing 
through the peripheral region 142b, 142c of the holo- 
gram lens 142. 

In the above configuration, the transmitted light 
35 L4 (or the diffracted light L5) generated in the central 
region 142a of the hologram lens 142 is converged on 
the first information medium 23 (or the second infor- 
mation medium 25) in an outgoing optical path to form 
the converging spot S1 (or S2). Thereafter, the trans- 
40 mitted light L4R (or the diffracted light L5R) passes 
through the same optical path in the reverse direc- 
tion. That is, the transmitted light L4R (or the diffract- 
ed light L5R) again passes through the converging 
lens 27, and a part of the transmitted light L4R trans- 
45 mits through the central region 142a of the hologram 
lens 142 without any diffraction or a part of the dif- 
fracted light L5R is again diffracted in the central re- 
gion 142a. Thereafter, the transmitted light L4R (or 
the diffracted light L5R) is converged by the colli ma- 
50 tor lens 134 and passes through the beam splitter 82. 
In this case, an astigmatic aberration is generated in 
the transmitted light L4R (or the diffracted light L5R) 
in the same manner as in the seventh embodiment. 
Thereafter, the transmitted light L4R (or the diffract- 
55 ed light L5R) is incident on the detecting sections SE7 
to SE10 of the photo detector 143 to form a converg- 
ing spot S21 of which the shape is the same as the 
converging spot S10 shown in Figs. 29A to 29C. The 
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intensity of the transmitted light L4R (or the diffracted 
light L5R) is changed to electric current signals SC26 
to SC29 in the detecting sections SE7 to SE10. 
Therefore, servo signals such as a focus error signal 
and a tracking error signal are obtained in the same 5 
manner as in the seventh embodiment, so that the 
position of the compound objective lens 1 44 is adjust- 
ed to converge the transmitted light L4 (or the dif- 
fracted light L5) on>he information medium 23 (or 25) 
in focus. Also, an information signal recorded on the 10 
second information medium 25 is obtained according 
to an equation (14). 

S in = SC26 + SC27 + SC28 + SC29 (14) 
Also, a part of the incident light L3 incident on the 
peripheral region 142b of the hologram lens 142 15 
transmits through the peripheral region 142b without 
any diffraction to form a beam of noise cancelling 
light L15, and a part of the incident light L3 incident 
on the, peripheral region 142c of the hologram lens 
142 transmits through the peripheral region 142c 20 
without any diffraction to form a beam of noise can- 
celling light L1 6. Thereafter, the noise cancelling light 
L15, L16 are converged on the information medium 
23 to form a converging spot surrounding the con- 
verging spot , St. Thereafter, beams of noise cancel- 25 
ling light L1 5R, L16R reflected by the first information 
medium 23 passes through the same optical path in 
the reyerse directipn. That is, the noise cancelling 
light L15R, L16R again passes through the converg- 
ing lens 27. A part of the noise cancelling light L1 5R 30 
is diffracted and converged in the peripheral region 
142b of the hologram lens 142 and is incident on the 
noise cancelling photo detector 138a, and a part of 
the noise cancelling light L1 6R is diffracted and con- 
verged in the peripheral region 142c of the hologram 35 
lens,142 and is incident on the noise cancelling photo 
detector 138b. In the photo detector 138a, an output 
signal SC30 is generated according to the intensity of 
the.noise cancelling light L15R. Also, an output signal 
SC31 is generated according to the intensity of the 40 
noise cancelling light L16R in the photo detector 
138b. Thereafter, a noise cancelled information sig- 
nal S nc expressing the information recorded on the 
first information medium 23 is obtained by adding all 
of the signals according to an equation (15): 45 
S nc = (SC26 + SC27 + SC28 + SC29) + 
Rx(SC30 + SC31) (15), 
where the symbol R is a weighting factor. 

Accordingly, because the compound objective 
lens having two focal points is utilized in the optical 50 
head apparatus 141 , pieces of information can be re- 
liably recorded or reproduced from an information 
medium regardless of whether the information me- 
dium is thick or thin. 

Also, a signal-noise ratio in the information signal 55 
S^. can be enhanced in the same manner as in the 
fourteenth embodiment. 

Also, even though pieces of information are 

44 



densely recorded in a thin type of high density optical 
disk represented by the first information medium 23, 
the information signal can be reliably reproduced 
at a high signal-noise ratio. 

Also, because the intensity of the light L4R or 
L5R incident on the detecting sections SE7 to SE10 
of the photo detector 143 is reduced by converging 
the noise cancelling light L1 5R, L1 6R on the photo de- 
tectors 138a, 138b, a positioning accuracy of the pho- 
to detector 143 can be coarsely lowered to 1/100. 

Also, in cases where the grating patterns P13, 
P 1 4 of the peripheral regions 1 42b, 1 42c functions as 
a lens for the incident light L3 diffracted in the periph- 
eral region 142b, 142c, unnecessary diffracted light 
generated by diffracting the incident light L3 in the 
peripheral regions 142b, 142c on the outgoing optical 
path forms a comparatively large converging spot in 
defocus on the first information medium 23. Also, an 
numerical number of each of the peripheral regions 
142b, 142c is lowered as compared with that of the re- 
gion 135b in the fourteenth embodiment because the 
hologram lens 142 are partitioned into many fields. 
Therefore, the size of the converging spot of the un- 
necessary diffracted light formed in defocus oh the 
first information medium 23 becbmes larger than that 
in the fourteenth embodiment As a result, more 
pieces of information recorded on the first informa- 
tion medium 23 are read by the unnecessary diffract- 
ed light, and the information are treated as a piece of 
averaged information in the photo detector 143 even 
though the unnecessary diffracted light is incident on 
the photo detector 143. Accordingly, the information 
read by the unnecessary diffracted light is moreover 
averaged, and the averaged information does hot ad- 
versely influence on the information signal as a 
noise. 

Also, as shown in Figs. 49A, 49B, the unneces- 
sary diffracted light can be prevented from being in- 
cident on the photo detector 64 in which each of the 
detecting sections SE7 to SE10 has SLO square in 
size. In detail, in cases where light generated in the 
peripheral region 142c on the outgoing optical path is 
again diffracted in the peripheral region 142b to form 
a beam of unnecessary diffracted light Lu 1t the light 
Lu, is converged on a first position PT1 spaced SP1 
(SP1 > SLO) from the center of the photo detector 64. 
In cases where light generated in the peripheral re- 
gion 142b on the outgoing optical path is again dif- 
fracted in the peripheral region 142c to form a beam 
of unnecessary diffracted light Lu 2l the light Lu 2 is 
converged on a second position PT2 spaced SP2 
(SP2 > SLO) from the center of the photo detector 64. 
In cases where light generated in the peripheral re- 
gions 142b, 142c on the outgoing optical path are 
again diffracted in the same peripheral regions 142b, 
142c to form beams of unnecessary diffracted light 
Lu 3 , Lu 4 , the light Lu 3 , Lu 4 are converged on third and 
fourth position PT3, PT4 spaced SP3 (SP3 > SLO), 
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SP4 (SP4 > SLO) from the center of the photo detector 
64. Accordingly, the adverse influence of the unnec- 
essary diffracted light Lu t to Lu 4 can be prevented. 

In cases where the light source 52 is formed of a 
semiconductor laser, a far field pattern of the incident 5 
light L3 incident on the hologram lens 142 is distrib- 
uted in the Gaussian distribution as shown in Fig. 
13A, and a cross-sectional beam profile of the inci- 
dent light L3 distributed in the Gaussian distribution 
is in an elliptic shape. That is, a beam divergent angle 10 
(or a full angle at half maximum) of the incident light 
L3 in a perpendicular direction is larger than that in a 
horizontal direction. In this embodiment, the perpen- 
dicular direction of the incident light L3 is directed in 
an X2 direction shown in Fig. 48, and the horizontal 15 
direction of the incident light L3 is directed in a Y2 di- 
rection shown in Fig. 48. In this case, because a 
transmission efficiency of the regions 142b, 142c for 
the incident light L3 is smaller than that of the regions 
142d, 142e, the intensity of the incident light L3 trans- 20 
mitting through the hologram lens 142 without any 
diffraction is largely reduced in the perpendicular di- 
rection as compared with that in the horizontal direc- 
tion. Therefore, the cross-sectional beam profile of 
the incident light L3 is corrected to a circular shape in 25 
the hologram lens 142. That is, the converging spot 
S1 formed on the first information medium 23 is cor- 
rected to the circular shape. Accordingly, secondary 
maxima (or side lobes) occurring around the converg- 
ing spot S1 can be lowered, and a signal-noise ratio 30 
of the information signal can be enhanced. 

In the fifteenth embodiment, the noise cancelled 
information signal is obtained according to the 
equation (15). However, it is preferred that the noise 
cancelled information signal S nc be obtained accord- 35 
ing to the equation (16): 

S nc = (SC26 + SC27 + SC28 + SC29) + 
(R1 xSC30 + R2xSC31) (16), 
where the symbols R1.R2 are weighting factors. In 
this case, the noises included in the information can ao 
be moreover reduced. 

(Sixteenth Embodiment) 

An optical head apparatus manufactured in a 45 
small size and stably operated is described with ref- 
erence to Figs. 50, 51 according to a sixteenth em- 
bodiment of the present invention. 

Fig. 50 is a constitutional view of an optical head 
apparatus according to a sixteenth embodiment. Fig. so 
51 is a diagonal view of a light source and photo de- 
tectors utilized in the optical head apparatus shown 
in Fig. 50. 

As shown in Fig. 50, an optical head apparatus 
1 51 for recording or reproducing pieces of information 55 
on or from the information medium 23 or 25, compris- 
es the light source 52 for radiating the incident light 
L3 linearly polarized in a non-diffracting direction 



parallel to an X3 axis, an holographic element 152 for 
transmitting through the incident light L3 without any 
diffraction on an outgoing optical path and diffracting 
the transmitted light L4R or the diffracted light L5R 
linearly polarized in a diffracting direction parallel to 
a Y3 axis on an incoming optical path, the collimator 
lens 53, the 1/4-X plate 69, the hologram lens 26 (or 
26M, 32, 33, 42, 135 or 142), the objective lens 27, 
the actuating unit 58, and a photo detector 153 for de- 
tecting the intensity of the light L4R or L5R diffracted 
by the holographic element 1 52. 

As shown in Fig. 51, the light source 52 and the 
photo detector 153 are located on a substrate 154 to 
precisely fix a relative position between the light 
source 52 and the photo detector 153. The photo de- 
tector 153 comprises the sextant photo-detector 59 
having the detecting sections SE1 to SE6 and the 
tracking photo-detectors 60a to 60d. Also, a mirror 
element 155 is located on the substrate 154 to direct 
the incident light L3 radiated from the light source 52 
in a 23 direction. 

The holographic element 152 is produced by pro- 
ton-exchanging surface parts of a lithium niobate 
substrate or by utilizing a liquid crystal cell, as is de- 
scribed in Provisional Publication No. 189504/86 
(S61-189504) and Provisional Publication No. 
241735/88 (S63-241735). Therefore, light linearly po- 
larized in a non-diffracting direction parallel to an X3 
axis transmits through the holographic element 152 
without any diffraction. In contrast, light linearly po- 
larized in a diffracting direction parallel to a Y3 axis 
which is perpendicular to the X3 axis is diffracted by 
the holographic element 152. 

In the above conf iguration, the incident light L3 
linearly polarized in a non-diffracting direction paral- 
lel to an X3 axis is radiated from the light source 52 
and transmits through the holographic element 152 
without any diffraction. Thereafter, the incident light 
L3 is collimated by the collimator lens 53, and the in- 
cident light L3 linearly polarized is changed to the in- 
cident light L3 circularly polarized by the 1/4-X plate 
69. Thereafter, a part of the incident light L3 transmits 
through the hologram lens 26 without any diffraction 
to form the transmitted light L4, and a remaining part 
of the incident light L3 is diffracted by the hologram 
lens 26 to form the diffracted light L5. Thereafter, the 
light L4, L5 are converged by the objective lens 27, 
and the converging spot S1 of the transmitted light L4 
(or the converging spot S2 of the diffracted light L5) 
is formed on the first information medium 23 (or the 
second information medium 25). When the light L4 or 
L5 is reflected by the information medium 23 (or 25) 
and is changed to the light L4R (or L5R), a rotational 
direction of the circular polarization in the light L4 is 
reversed. Therefore, the light L4R (or L5R) having the 
reversed circular polarization passes through the 
same optical path in the opposite direction. That is, 
the transmitted light L4R (or the diffracted light L5R) 
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again passes through the converging lens 2T, and a 
part of the transmitted light L4R transmits through 
the hologram lens 142 without any diffraction or a 
part of the diffracted light L5R is again diffracted by 
the hologram lens 142. Thereafter, the transmitted 
light L4R (or the diffracted light L5R) circularly pola- 
rized in reverse is changed to the light L4R (or L5R) 
linearly polarized in a diffracting direction parallel to 
a Y3 axis by the 1/4-X plate 69. Thereafter, the light 
L4R (or L5R) is converged by the collimator lens 53 
and is diffracted by the holographic element 152 to 
form a plurality of converging spots on the photo de- 
tectors 153. Therefore, an information signal ex- 
pressing a piece of information recorded on the infor- 
mation medium 23 (or 25) and servo signals such as 
a focus error signal and a tracking error signal are ob- 
tained in the photo detector 153 in the same manner 
as in the sixth embodiment. 

Accordingly, because the compound objective 
lens having two focal points is utilized in the optical 
head apparatus 151, pieces of information can be re- 
liably recorded or reproduced or or from an informa- 
tion medium regardless of whether the information 
medium is thick or thin. 

Also, because all of the incident light L3 transmits 
through the holographic element 152 on the outgoing 
optical path and because all of the light L4R or L5R 
is diffracted by the holographic element 1 52 on the in- 
coming optical path, a utilization efficiency of the in- 
cident light L3 can be enhanced. Therefore, even 
though a radiation intensity of the incident light L3 in 
the light source 52 is low, the information signal and 
the servo signals having a high signal-noise ratio can 
be reliably obtained. 

Also, because no beam splitter is utilized in the 
optical head apparatus 151, the optical head appara- 
tus 151 can be manufactured at a small size, in a light 
weight, and at a low cost. 

Also, because optical parts of the optical head 
apparatus 151 are located along its optical axis, the 
optical head apparatus 151 stably operated can be 
obtained even though a circumstance temperature 
largely varies and the apparatus is operated for a long 
time. 

Also, because the light L4R or L5R transmitting 
through the holographic element 152 without any dif- 
fraction on the incoming optical path is not required, 
it is preferred that a diffraction efficiency of the holo^ 
graphic element 152 be heightened to set a transmis- 
sion efficiency of the holographic element 152 to al- 
most zero. In this case, a combination of the holo- 
graphic element 152 and the 1/4-X plate 69 function 
functions as an isolator to prevent the light L4R or 
L5R from returning to the light source 52. Therefore, 
in cases where a semiconductor laser is utilized as 
the light source 52, any light does not return to an ac- 
tive layer of the semiconductor laser. Accordingly, 
noises induced by the light returning to the semicon- 



ductor laser can be prevented. 

Also, because the light source 52 and the photo 
detector 153 are located on the same substrate 154, 
the light source 52 and the photo detector 1 53 can be 
5 closely arranged each other. Therefore, a relative 
position between the light source 52 and the photo 
detector 1 53 can be easily set at a high accuracy. For 
example, the relative position can be set at an accu- 
racy within several u.m. Accordingly, a manufacturing 
10 cost of th£ optical head apparatus 151 can be low- 
ered, and the optical head apparatus 151 can be 
moreover manufactured at a small size, in a light 
weight, and at a low cost. 

Also, the light source 52 is electrically connected 
15 with an external circuit through first wirings, and the 
photo detector 153 is electrically connected with an- 
other external circuit through second wirings. In this 
case, because the light source 52 arid the photo de- 
tector 153 are located on the same substrate 154, the 
20 first and second wirings can pass on an X3-Y3 plane 
in common. Therefore, the light source 52 and the 
photo detector 153 can be easily and automatically 
connected with the iexternal circuits. In addition, be- 
cause reference lines required to connect the light 
25 source 52 and the photo detector 1 53 with the exter- 
nal circuits are only drawn on the X3-Y3 plane; the rel- 
ative position between the light source 52 arid the 
photo detector 153 can be easily set at a high accu- 
racy. 

30 In the sixteenth embodiment, the optical head 
apparatus 151 with the holographic element 152 is 
described. However, in cases where the intensity of 
the incident light L3 is sufficient, it is applicable that 
a hologram having a small grating pitch or a blazed 

35 hologram be utilized in place of the holographic ele- 
ment 152. In this case, pieces of information can be 
reliably recorded or reproduced on or from an infor- 
mation medium regardless of whether the informa- 
tion medium is thick or thin. Also, because no beam 

40 splitter is utilized in the optical head apparatus 151, 
the optical head apparatus 151 can be manufactured 
at a small size, in a light weight, and at a low cost 
Also, because optical parts of the optical head appa- 
ratus 1 51 are located along its optical axis, the optical 

45 head apparatus 151 stably operated can be obtained 
even though a circumstance temperature largely va- 
ries and the apparatus is operated for a long time. 

(Seventeenth Embodiment) 

50 

An optical head apparatus manufactured in a 
small size and stably operated is described with ref- 
erence to Fig. 52 according to a seventeenth embodi- 
ment of the present invention. 
55 Fig. 52 is a constitutional view of an optical head 

apparatus according to a seventeenth embodiment. 

As shown in Fig. 52, an optical head apparatus 
161 for recording or reproducing pieces of informa- 
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tion on or from the information medium 23 or 25, com- 
prises the light source 52 for radiating the incident 
light L3 linearly polarized in a first direction, the col- 
limator lens 53, a polarizing separation film 162 
formed on a front surface of a transparent substrate 
162 for reflecting the incident light L3 linearly pola- 
rized in the first direction and transmitting light line- 
arly polarized in a second direction perpendicular to 
the first direction, the 1/4-A, plate 69, the hologram 
lens 26 (or 26M, 32, 33, 42, 1 35 or 1 42), the objective 
lens 27, the actuating unit 58, a reflection-type holo- 
gram 164 formed on a rear surface of the transparent 
substrate 162 for diffracting and reflecting the light 
L4R, L5R, and the photo detector 57. 

In the above configuration, the incident light L3 
linearly polarized in a first direction is radiated from 
the light source 52 and is collimated by the collimator 
lens 53. Thereafter, all of the incident light L3 is re- 
flected by the polarizing separation film 162 because 
the incident light L3 is linearly polarized in the first di-, 
rection. Therefore, the incident light L3 is directed in 
an upper direction. Thereafter, the linear polarization 
of the incident light L3 is changed to a circular polar- 
ization in the 1/4- A. plate 69, and a part of the incident 
light L3 transmits through the hologram lens 26 to 
form the transmitted light L4. Also, a remaining part 
of the incident light L3 is diffracted by the hologram 
lens 26 to form the diffracted light L5. Thereafter, the 
light L4, L5 are converged by the objective lens 27, 
and the converging spot S1 of the transmitted light L4 
(or the converging spot S2 of the diffracted light L5) 
is formed on the first information medium 23 (or the 
second information medium 25). Thereafter, the 
transmitted light L4R (or the diffracted light L5R) cir- 
cularly polarized in reverse again passes through the 
converging lens 27 in the same manner as in the six- 
teenth embodiment, and a part of the transmitted 
light L4R transmits through the hologram lens 26 
without any diffraction or a part of the diffracted light 
L5R is again diffracted by the hologram lens 26. 
Thereafter, the transmitted light L4R (or the diffract- 
ed light L5R) circularly polarized in reverse is 
changed to the light L4R (or L5R) linearly polarized in 
a second direction perpendicular to the first direction 
by the 1/4-X, plate 69. Thereafter, all of the light L4R 
(or L5R) is refracted by the polarizing separation film 
162 and is diffracted and reflected by the hologram 
164. Thereafter, the light L4R (or L5R) transmits 
through the polarizing separation film 162 and is con- 
verged by the collimator lens 53 to form a plurality of 
converging spots on the photo detector 57. Therefore, 
an information signal expressing a piece of informa- 
tion recorded on the information medium 23 (or 25) 
and servo signals such as a focus error signal and a 
tracking error signal are obtained in the photo detec- 
tor 57 in the same manner as in the sixth embodiment. 

Accordingly, because the compound objective 
lens having two focal points is utilized in the optical 



head apparatus 161, pieces of information can be re- 
liably recorded or reproduced on or from an informa- 
tion medium regardless of whether the information 
medium is thick or thin. 

5 Also, because the incident light L3 incident on the 

polarizing separation film 162 is collimated, a reflec- 
tivity for the incident light L3 is uniform over the entire 
film 162. Therefore, a dififraction-limited spot of the 
light L4 or L5 can be easily formed on the information 

10 medium 23 or 25. Also, because the light L4R, L5R in- 
cident on the polarizing separation film 162 are colli- 
mated, a transmissivity for the light L4R, L5R is uni- 
form over the entire film 162. Therefore, an offset oc- 
curring in the servo signals can be prevented. 

15 Also, because all of the incident light L3 transmits 

through the hologram 164 on the outgoing optical 
path and because all of the light L4R or L5R is dif- 
fracted by the hologram 164 on the incoming optical 
path, a utilization efficiency of the incident light L3 

20 can be enhanced. Therefore, even though a radiation 
intensity of the incident light L3 in the light source 52 
is low, the information signal and the servo signals 
having a high signal-noise ratio can be reliably ob- 
tained. 

25 Also, because a hybrid element composed of the 
film 162, the substrate 163 and the hologram 164 
functions as a beam splitter and a rising mirror, the 
optical head apparatus 161 can be manufactured at 
a smail size, in a light weight, and at a low cost. 

30 Also, because optical parts of the optical head 
apparatus 161 are located along its optical axis, the 
optical head apparatus 161 stably operated can be 
obtained even though a circumstance temperature 
largely varies and the apparatus is operated for a long 

35 time. 

Also, a combination of the film 162 and the 1/4- 
X plate 69 function functions as an isolator to prevent 
the light L4R or L5R from returning to the light source 
52. Therefore, in cases where k semiconductor laser 
40 is utilized as the light source 52, any light does riot re- 
turn to an active layer of the semiconductor laser. Ac- 
cordingly, noises induced by the light returning to the 
semiconductor laser can be prevented. 

Also, it is preferred that the hologram 164 be 
45 blazed. In this case, because the generation of un- 
necessary diffracted light such as minus first-order 
diffracted light in the hologram 164 is prevented, a 
diffraction efficiency of the hologram 164 for chang- 
ing light to f irst-order diffracted light can be set to al- 
so most 1 00%. Therefore, the incident light L3 can be ef- 
ficiently utilized to obtain the signals. 

Also, because light incident on the hologram 164 
is diffracted to first-order diffracted light, a chromatic 
aberration occurring in the light L4R, L5R can be 
55 compensated in the hologram 164. Therefore, the 
cervo signals can be stably obtained. 

In the seventeenth embodiment, the collimator 
lens 53 is located between the light source 52 and the 
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film 162. However, the collimator lens 53 is not nec- 
essary in the optical head apparatus 161. 

Also, the optical head apparatus 161 with the film 
162 and the 1/4-X plate 69 is described. However, in 
cases where the intensity, of the incident light L3 is 5 
sufficient, it is applicable that a reflection film having 
a reflectivity of almost 1/3 be utilized in place of the 
film 162 and the 1/4-X plate 69 be omitted. In this 
case, pieces of information can be reliably recorded 
or reproduced on or from an information medium re- 10 
gardiess of whether the information medium is thick 
or thin. Also, because a hybrid element composed of 
the film 162, the substrate 163 and the hologram 164 
functions as a beam splitter and a rising mirror, the 
optical head apparatus 1 61 can be manufactured at 15 
a small size, in a light weight, and at a low cost. Also, 
because optical parts of the optical head apparatus 
1 61 are located along its optical axis, the optical head 
apparatus 161 stably operated can be obtained even 
though a circumstance temperature largely varies 20 
and the apparatus is operated for a long time. 

In the sixth to seventeenth embodiments, pieces 
of information can be reliably recorded or reproduced 
on or from an information medium regardless of 
whether the information medium represents a con- 25 
ventional optical disk such as a compact disk having 
a thickness T2 of about 1 .2mm or a prospective high 
density optical disk having a thickness T1 ranging 
from 0.4mm to 0.8mm. However, when the informa- 
tion recorded or reproduced on or from the informa- 30 
tion medium, it is required to examine the thickness 
of the information medium in advance. Therefore, in 
cases where a piece of distinguishing information is 
recorded on the information medium in advance to 
distinguish the thickness of the information medium, 35 
it is convenient for a user. Because no distinguishing 
information is recorded on the conventional optical 
disk, it is preferred that the distinguishing information 
be recorded on the prospective high density optical 
disk appearing on the market in the future. Therefore, 40 
a high density.optical disk with the distinguishing in- 
formation is described according to eighteenth and 
nineteenth embodiments. 
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Fig. 53 is a diagonal view of a high density optical 
disk according to an eighteenth embodiment, a cross 
sectional view of the disk being partially shown. 

As shown in Fig. 53, a high density optical disk 50 
171 is partitioned into an outer region 171a and an in- 
ner region 171b. The outer region 171a occupies a 
large part of the optical disk 171, and an information 
recording substrate 1 7 1 c of the outer region 1 7 1 a has 
the thickness T1, and the information recording sub- 55 
strate 171c of the inner region 171b has the thickness 
T2. A plurality of first recording pits 172 are formed 
on the information recording substrate 171c of the 
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outer region 171a at narrow intervals in series to re- 
cord pieces of information at a high density. Also, a 
plurality of second recording pits 173 are formed on 
the information recording substrate 171c of the inner 
region 171b at ordinary intervals in series to record 
pieces of distinguishing information at an ordinary 
density of a compact disk. The distinguishing infor- 
mation inform that the optical disk 171 has the thick- 
ness T1. The thickness T1 of the outer region 171a , 
for example, ranges from 0.4mm to 0.8mm, and the 
thickness T2 of the inner region is, for example, about 
1.2mm. 

In the above configuration, the diffracted light L5 
according to the first or second embodiment (or the 
transmitted light L4 according to the third embodi- 
ment) is initially converged on an inner region of the 
information medium 23, 25 while performing a focus 
control corresponding to the second information me- 
dium 25 having the thickness T2. In cases where the 
information medium 23 or 25 is the optical disk 171, 
a piece of distinguishing information informing that 
the optical disk 171 having the thickness T1 is con- 
verged by the light L5 (or L4) is detected. Thereafter, 
the transmitted light L4 (or the diffracted light L6) is 
automatically converged on the outer region 171a of 
the optical disk 171 while.performing a focus control 
corresponding to the first information medium 23 
having the thickness T1 . 

In contrast, in cases where the information me- 
dium 23 or 25 is a thick type of conventional optical 
disk having a thickness T2, no distinguishing informa- 
tion is detected when the light L5 (or L4) is converged 
on the inner region 171b of the conventional optical 
disk. In this case, the focus control corresponding to 
the second information medium 25 is continued to de- 
tect an information signal expressing a piece of infor- 
mation recorded on the conventional optical disk. 

Accordingly, in. cases where one of the optical 
head apparatuses shown in Figs. 21, 27, 30, 31, 32, 
33, 37, 38, 40A, 43, 44, 50 and 52 is utilized, pieces 
of information can be automatically recorded or re- 
produced on or from an information medium regard- 
less of whether the information medium is thin or 
thick. 

Also, because only the distinguishing informa- 
tion is recorded in the inner region, the inner region 
can be small. Therefore, a memory capacity of the 
optical disk 171 is not lowered by the addition of the 
second recording pit 173. 

(Nineteenth Embodiment) 

Fig. 54 is a diagonal view of a high density optical 
disk according to a nineteenth embodiment, a cross 
sectional view of the disk being partially shown. 

As shown in Fig. 54, a high density optical disk 
1 74 is partitioned into an outer region 1 74a and an in- 
ner region 174b. The outer region 174a occupies a 
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large part of the optica! disk 1 74. The optical disk 1 74 
has a uniform thickness of T1 . The first recording pits 
1 72 are formed on an information recording substrate 
174c of the outer region 174a to record pieces of in- 
formation at a high density. Also, a plurality of second 
recording pits 175 having a large size are formed on 
the information recording substrate 1 74c of the inner 
region 174b at wide intervals to record . pieces of dis- 
tinguishing information at a lower density than the or- 
dinary density. The distinguishing information inform 
that the entire optical disk 174 has the thickness T1. 
The thickness T1 of the optical disk 174, for example, 
ranges from 0.4mm to 0.8mm. 

In the above configuration, the diffracted light L5 
according to the first or second embodiment (or the 
transmitted light L4 according to the third embodi- 
ment) is initially converged on an inner region of the 
information medium 23 or 25 while performing a fo- 
cus control corresponding to the second information 
medium 25 having the thickness T2. In cases where 
the information medium 23 or 25 is the optical disk 
174, the light L5 (or L4) is converged on each of the 
second recording pits 175 in defocus. However, be- 
cause each of the second recording pits 175 is large 
in size, a converging spot of the light L5 (or L4) is re- 
liably formed in one of the second recording pits 175. 
Therefore, a piece of distinguishing information, 
which informs that the optical disk 174 having the 
thickness T1 is converged by the light L5 (or L4), is de- 
tected. Thereafter, the transmitted light L4 (or the dif- 
fracted light L6) is automatically converged on the 
outer region 174a of the optical disk 174 while per- 
forming a focus control corresponding to the first in- 
formation medium 23 having the thickness T1. 

In contrast, in cases where the information me- 
dium 23 or 25 is a thick type of conventional optical 
disk having a thickness T2, no distinguishing informa- 
tion is detected when the light L5 (or L4) is converged 
on the inner region 174b of the conventional optical 
disk. In this case, the focus control corresponding to 
the second information medium 25 is continued to de- 
tect an information signal expressing a piece of infor- 
mation recorded on the conventional optical disk. 

Accordingly, in cases where one of the optical 
head apparatuses shown in Figs. 21, 27, 30, 31, 32, 
33, 37, 38, 40A, 43, 44, 50 and 52 is utilized, pieces 
of information can be automatically recorded or re- 
produced on or from an information medium regard- 
less of whether the information medium is thin or 
thick. 

Also, because only the distinguishing information 
is recorded in the inner region of the optical disk 174, 
the inner region can be small. Therefore, a memory 
capacity of the optical disk 174 is not lowered by the 
addition of the second recording pit 173. 

Also, because the thickness of the optical disk 
174 is uniform, the optical disk 174 can be easily 
manufactured at a low cost. Also, the optical disk 174 



can be thinned. 
(Twentieth Embodiment) 

5 An optical disk apparatus with one of the optical 

head apparatuses in which it is automatically judged 
whether a high density optical disk having the thick- 
ness T1 or a conventional optical disk having the 
thickness T2 is utilized is described. 

10 Fig. 55 is a block diagram of an optical disk ap- 

paratus with one of the optical head apparatuses 
shown in Figs. 21, 27, 30, 31, 32, 33, 37, 38, 40A, 43, 
44, 50 and 52 according to a twentieth embodiment. 
Fig. 56 is a flow chart showing the operation of the 

15 optical disk apparatus shown in Fig. 55. 

As shown in Fig. 55, an optical disk apparatus 

176 for recording or reproducing pieces of informa- 
tion on or from the high density optical disk 171 (or 
174) or the conventional optical disk 25, comprises 

20 the optical head apparatus 51 (or 61, 65, 67, 70, 71, 
81, 91, 101, 111, 121, 151 or 161), a moving means 

1 77 such as a feed mechanism for moving the optical 
head apparatus 51 to a prescribed position, and a ro- 
tating means 178 such as a spindle motor for rotating 

25 the high density optical disk 171 (or 1 74) or the con- 
ventional optical disk 25. 

In the above configuration, the high density opt- 
ical disk 171 or the conventional optical disk 25 is set 
to a prescribed position of the optical disk apparatus 
30 176, and the optical disk 171 or 25 is rotated by the 
rotating means 178. Thereafter, the optical head ap- 
paratus 51 is moved to a position just under an inner- 
most recording track of the optical disk 171 or 25 in 
a step 211 , and the diffracted light L5 is converged on 
35 the innermost recording track of the optical disk 171 
or 25 while performing a focus control corresponding 
to the conventional optical disk 25 of the thickness T2 
in a step 212. Thereafter, a tracking control is per- 
formed, and a piece of information recorded on the in- 
40 nermost recording track of the optical disk 171 or 25 
is detected in a step 213. Thereafter, it is judged in a 
step 214 whether the information agrees with a piece 
of distinguishing information informing that the opti- 
cal disk 171 having the thickness T1 is set to the opt- 
45 ical disk apparatus 176. 

In cases where the high density optical disk 171 
is set to the optical disk apparatus 176, the distin- 
guishing information is detected. Thereafter, the 
transmitted light L4 is automatically converged on the 
50 optical disk 171 while performing a focus control cor- 
responding to the optical disk 171 of the thickness T1 
in a step 215. Therefore, pieces of information are re- 
corded or reproduced on orfrom the optical disk 171. 
In contrast, in cases where the conventional opt- 
55 ical head 25 is set to the optical disk apparatus 1 76, 
the dislrnguishing information is not detected. In this 
case, the convergence of the diffracted light L5 on the 
conventional optical disk 25 is continued while per- 
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forming the focus control and the tracking control cor- 
responding to the conventional optica! disk 25 in a 
step 216. Therefore, pieces of information are record- 
ed or reproduced on or from the conventional optical 
disk 25. 

Accordingly, the thickness of the optical disk set 
in the optical disk apparatus 176 can be rapidly 
judged at a high accuracy. Also, pieces of information 
can be stably recorded or reproduced on or from an 
optical disk regardless of whether the optical disk is 
the high density optical disk 171 (or 174) or the con- 
ventional optical disk 25. 



optical disk 182 or 25, and the intensity of the infor- 
mation signal not more than the threshold value de- 
notes that the diffracted light L5 is converged in de- 
focus on the optical disk 1 82 or 25. 

In cases where the high density optical disk 182 
is set to the optical disk apparatus 181, the intensity 
of the information signal not more than the threshold 
value is detected. In this case, the transmitted light L4 
is automatically converged on the optical disk 182 
while performing a focus control corresponding to the 
high density optical disk 182 of the thickness T1 in a 
step 225. Therefore, pieces of information are record- 
ed or reproduced on or from the optical disk 182. 

In contrast, in cases where the conventional opt- 
ical head 25 is set to the optical disk apparatus 181, 
the intensity of the information signal more than the 
threshold value is detected. In this case, the conver- 
gence of the diffracted light L5 on the conventional 
optical disk 25 is continued while performing the fo- 
cus control and the tracking control corresponding to 
the conventional optical disk 25 in a step 226; There- 
fore, pieces of information are recorded or repro- 
duced on or from the conventional optical disk 25. 

Accordingly, the thickness of the optical disk set 
in the optical disk apparatus 181 can be judged even 
though the optical disk 171 or 174 is not utilized. Also, 
pieces of information can be stably recorded orrepn> 
duced on or from an optical disk regardless of wheth- 
er the optical disk is the high density optical disk 182 
or the conventional optical disk 25. 

(Twenty-second Embodiment) 

A binary focus microscope having two focal 
points in which two images formed on different 
planes are simultaneously observed is described ac- 
cording to a twenty-second embodiment. 

Fig. 59 is a constitutional view of a binary focus 
microscope according to a twenty-second embodi- 
ment. 

As shown in Fig. 59, a binary focus microscope 

191 for simultaneously observing a first image of a 
first sample SP1 put on a first sample plane PL1 and 
a second image of a second sample SP2 put on a sec- 
ond sample plane PL2, comprises an objective lens 

192 having a first focal length F1 for refracting a 
beam of first light L17 diverging from the first image 
and refracting a beam of second light L18 diverging 
from the second image, the hologram lens 26 (or 
26M, 32, 33 or 42) for transmitting through a part of 
the first light L17 without any diffraction and diffract- 
ing a part of the second light L1 8 to pass the second 
light L18 through the same optical path as the first 
light L17 passes through, an inner lens 193 for con- 
verging a beam of superposed light L1 9 formed of the 
first and second light L17, L18 at an inner focal point 
Pf1, an ocular lens 194 for simultaneously forming the 
first and second images by converging the super- 



(Twenty-first Embodiment) 

An optical disk apparatus with one of the optical 
head apparatuses in which it is automatically judged 
whether a high density optical disk having the thick- 
ness T1 or a conventional optical disk having the 
thickness T2 is utilized is described. 2 o 

Fig. 57 is a block diagram of an optical disk ap- 
paratus with one of the optical head apparatuses 
shown in Figs. 21, 27, 30, 31 , 32, 33, 37. 38, 40A, 43, 
44, 50 and 52 according to a twenty-first embodi- 
ment. Fig. 58 is a flow chart showing the operation of 25 
the optical disk apparatus shown in Fig. 57. 

As shown in Fig. 57, an optical disk apparatus 
1 76 for recording or reproducing pieces of information 
on orfrom a high density optical disk 182 or the con- 
ventional optical disk 25, comprises the optical head 30 
apparatus 51 (or 61, 65, 67, 70,71,81,91, 101, 111, 
121, 151 or 161), the moving means 177, and a rotat- 
ing means 182 such as a spindle motor for rotating the 
high density optical disk 182 or the conventional opt- 
ical disk 25. The high density optical disk 182 has no 35 
distinguishing information and has the thickness T1. 

In the above configuration, the high density opt- 
ical disk 182 or the convent ional optical disk 25 is set 
to a prescribed position of the optical disk apparatus 
1 81 , and the optical disk 1 82 or 25 is rotated by the 40 
rotating means 182. Thereafter, the optical head ap- 
paratus 51 is moved to a position just under an inner- 
most recording track of the optical disk 182 or 25 in a 
step 221 because a piece of information is reliably re- 
corded on the innermost recording track, and the dif- 45 
f racted light L5 is converged on the innermost record- 
ing track of the optical disk 182 or 25 while perform- 
ing a focus control corresponding to the conventional 
optical disk 25 of the thickness T2 in a step 222. 
Thereafter, a tracking control is performed, and a 50 
piece of information recorded on the innermost re- 
cording track of the optical disk 182 or 25 is detected 
in a step 223. Thereafter, it is judged in a step 224 
whether the intensity of an information signal ex- 
pressing the information detected is more than a 55 
threshold value. That is, the intensity of the informa- 
tion signal more than the threshold value denotes that 
the diffracted light L5 is converged in focus on the 
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posed.light L19 diverging from the inner focal point 
Pf1, an inner lens-barrel 195 for moving a. combina- 
tion element of the inner lens 193 and the hologram 
lens 26 along an optical axis to adjust a distance be- 
tween the combination element and the ocular lens 5 
194, and an outer lens-barrel 196 for moving the ob- 
jective lens 192 along the optical axis to set the dis- 
tance between the first sample plane PL1 and the ob- 
jective lens 192 to the focal length F1 of the objective 
lens 192. - , « 

> The optical axis passes through the centers of 
the objective lens 192, the hologram lens 26, the in- 
ner lens 195 and the ocular lens 194. The position of 
the first sample plane PL1 differs from that of the 
second sample plane PL2 along the optical axis. 15 

In the above configuration, the position of the ob- 
jective lens 192 is adjusted to set the distance be- 
tween. the first sample plane PL1 and the objective 
lens 192 to the first focal length F1 of the objective 
lens 192. In this case, the distance between the sec- 20 
ond sample plane PL2 and the objective lens 192 is 
set to a second focal length F2. Also, the position of 
the combination element is adjusted to clearly view 
the first and second images. That is, a beam of first 
light L17 diverging from the first image on the first 25 
sample plane PL1 is colli mated in the objective lens 
1 92, and a part of the first light L1 7 transmits through 
the hologram lens 26. Also, a beam of second light 
L18 diverging from the second image on the second 
sample plane PL2 is refracted in the objective lens 30 
192, and a part of the second light L18 is diffracted 
in the hologram lens 26 to pass the second light L18 
through the same optical path as the first light L17 
passes through. Therefore, a beam of superposed 
light L19 is formed of the first and second light L17, 35 
L18. Thereafter, the superposed light L19 is con- 
verged by the inner lens 1 93 at an inner focal point Pf 1 
to simultaneously form the first and second images 
enlarged on an image plane PL3, and the superposed 
light L1 9 diverging from the point Pf 1 is converged by 40 
the ocular lens 194 to simultaneously form the first 
and second images moreover enlarged on an opera- 
tor's eye. 

Accordingly, because the hologram lens 26, 26M, 
32, 33 or 42. is utilized to form the superposed light 45 
L19, the first image of the first sample SP1 put on the 
first sample plane PL1 and the second image of the 
second sample SP2 put on the second sample plane 
PL2 can be simultaneously observed by simultane- 
ously focusing the binary focus microscope 191 on 50 
the first and second samples SP1 , SP2. 

Also, even though the intensities of the first and 
second light L1 7, L1 8 are reduced when the light L17, 
L18 pass through the hologram lens 26, the intensity 
of the superposed light L19 is sufficient to observe 55 
the first and second images because the intensity of 
the superposed light L19 is determined by adding the 
intensities of the first and second light L17, L18. 



Also, because the hologram lens 26 is blazed as 
shown in Fig. 6, the generation of unnecessary dif- 
fracted light such as minus first-order diffracted light 
is reduced when the second light L18 is diffracted in 
the hologram lens 26. Therefore, the intensity of the 
superposed light L19 can be increased, so that first 
and second images obiserved can be moreover 
brightened. 

Also, as shown in Fig. 60, in cases where the first 
sample SP1 is placed at a bottom of a first sample 
holder 197 and in cases where the second sample 
SP2 is placed at a bottom of a second sample holder 
198 located under the first sample holder 197, aber- 
ration such as a chromatic aberration is generated in 
the first and second light L17, LI 8 incident on the ob- 
jective lens 1 92 because an optical path length in the 
first sample holder 197 for the first light L17 differs 
from that in the f irst and second sample holders 197, 
1 98 for the second light L1 8. However, the aberration 
can disappear in the hologram lens 26 by excessively 
correcting the chromatic aberration in the hologram 
lens 26 as is described in the first embodiment. 

Also, the difference between the first and second 
focal lengths can be changed by moving the inner and 
outer lens-barrels 195, 196 because the distance be- 
tween the hologram lens 26 and the objective lens 
1 92 is changed. Therefore, even though the thickness 
of the second sample holder 198 is changed, the first 
and second images can be reliably observed. 

In the twenty-second embodiment, the ocular 
lens 194 is utilized in the binary focus microscope 
191. However, the ocular lens 194 is not necessarily 
required. Also, as shown in Fig. 61 , it is applicable that 
a camera 199 such as a charge-coupled device 
(CCD) camera be placed on the image "plane PL3 in 
place of the ocular lens 194. In this case, a super- 
posed image formed of the first and second images 
enlarged can be photographed with the CCD camera 
199, so that the first and second images can be si- 
multaneously recorded. 

(Twenty-third Embodiment) 

In cases where a minute circuit is formed on a 
semiconductor wafer, a photosensitive material is 
coated on the semiconductor wafer, and the photo- 
sensitive material covering the semiconductor wafer 
is exposed to ultraviolet light through a photomask 
having a mask pattern in an exposure process. 
Therefore, the mask pattern of the photomask is 
transferred to the photosensitive material. In this 
case, the semiconductor wafer is required to be 
aligned with the photomask at a high accuracy in an 
alignment process performed prior to the exposure 
process. Therefore, a reference image drawn on the 
semiconductor wafer and the mask pattern drawn on 
the photomask are simultaneously observed with a 
conventional microscope having a deep focal depth. 
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However, because the magnification of the conven- 
tional microscope having a deep focal depth is low, it 
is impossible to align the reference image and the 
mask pattern at an accuracy within 5um. 

To solve the above drawback in the present in- 5 
vention, an alignment apparatus utilized in the align- 
ment process in which the semiconductor wafer is 
aligned with the photomask at a high accuracy while 
simultaneously observing a reference image drawn 
on the semiconductor wafer and the mask pattern 10 
drawn on the photomask is described according to a 
twenty-third embodiment. 

Fig. 62 is a constitutional view of an alignment 
apparatus according to a twenty-third embodiment. 

As shown in Fig. 62, an alignment apparatus 201 15 
for aligning a first reference image RF1 of a mask pat- 
tern drawn on a bottom surface of a photomask 202 
with a second reference image RF2 drawn on a bot- 
tom surface of a sample such as a semiconductor 
substrate 203, comprises a light source 204 for radi- 26 
ating beams of alignment light having a particular wa- 
velength.to illuminate the first and second reference 
images RF1, RF2, the objective (ens 192 for receiving 
a beam of first alignment light L20 diverging from the 
first reference image RF1 illuminated with the align- 25 
ment light and receiving a beam of second alignment 
light L21 diverging from the second reference image 
RF2 illuminated with the alignment light, the hologram 
lens 26 (or26M, 32, 33 or 42) for transmitting through 
a part of the first alignment light L20 without any dif- 30 
fraction and diffracting a part of the second align- 
ment light L21 to pass the second alignment light L21 
through the same optical path as the first alignment 
light L20 passes through, the inner lens 193 for con- 
verging a beam of superposed alignment light L22 35 
formed of the first and second alignment light L20, 
L21 at an inner focal point Pf2, a camera 205 such as 
a charge-coupled device (CCD) camera placed at the 
inner focal point Pf2 for simultaneously photograph- 
ing and recording the first and second reference im- 40 
ages RF1, RF2, the inner lens^barrel 195, the outer 
lens-barrel 196, a moving means 206 for moving the 
photomask 202 in a horizontal direction perpendicular 
to an optical axis to align the first reference image 
RF1 with the second reference image RF2 along the 45 
optical axis, and a control means 207 for controlling 
the movement of the photomask 202 according to the 
first and second reference images RF1, RF2 record- 
ed in the camera 205. 

The particular wavelength of the alignment light 50 
is determined on condition that a transmissivity of the 
semiconductor substrate 203 for the alignment light is 
sufficiently high. The optical axis passes through the 
centers of the objective lens 192, the hologram lens 
26 and the inner lens 1 93. 55 

A binary microscope 208 is composed of the ob- 
jective lens 192, the hologram lens 26 (or 26M, 32, 33 
or 42), the inner lens 193, the inner lens-barrel 195 
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and the outer lens-barrel 196 in the same manner as 
in the twenty-second embodiment. 

In the above configuration, a beamof first align- 
ment light L20 diverging from the first reference im- 
age RF1 is collimated in the objective lens 192, and 
a part of the first alignment light L20 transmits 
through the hologram lens 26. Also, a beam of second 
alignment light L21 diverging from the second refer- 
ence imiage RF2 is refracted in the objective lens 192, 
and a part of the second alignment light L21 is dif- 
fracted by the hologram lens 26 to pass the second 
alignment light L21 through the same optical path as 
the first alignment light L20 passes through. There- 
fore, a beam of superposed alignment light L22 is 
formed of the first and second alignment light L20, 
L21. Thereafter, the superposed alignment light L22 
is converged at san inner focal point Pf2 to simultane- 
ously form the first and second reference images 
RFI, RF2 enlarged. Thereafter,' the first and second 
referehce images RFi; RF2 enlarged are photo- 
graphed and recorded by the camera 205. Thereafter, 
a relative position between the first and second ref- 
erence' ir^ , RF2 is examined in the control 
means 207, and the photomask 202 is moved in a hor- 
izontal direction by the moving means 206 under con- 
trol of the control means 207 to align the first refer- 
ence imiage RF1 with the second reference image 
RF2. 

Accordingly, because the hologram lens 26, 26M, 
32, 33 or 42 is utilized to form the binary microscope 
208 having two focal points, the first reference image 
RF1 and the second reference image RF2 can be si- 
multaneously observed even though a focal depth of 
the binary microscope 208 is low. Also, because the 
focal depth of the binary microscope 208 can be low- 
ered, the magnification of the binary microscope 208 
can be heightened. Therefore, the first reference im- 
age RFi of the photomask 202 can be aligned with 
the second reference image RF2 of the semiconduc- 
tor substrate 203 at a high accuracy. 

Haying illustrated and described the principles of 
our invention in a preferred embodiment thereof, it 
should be readily apparent to those skilled in the art 
that the invention can be modified in arrangement 
and detail without departing from such principles. We 
claim all modifications coming within the spirit and 
scope of the accompanying claims. 



Claims 

1. A compound objective lens having two focal 
points, comprising: 

hologram means for transmitting a part of 
incident light without any diffraction to form a 
beam of transmitted light and diffracting a re- 
maining part of the incident light to form a beam 
of diffracted light, the hologram means function- 
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ing as a lens to diverge or converge the diffract- 
ed light; and 

lens means for converging the transmit- 
ted light formed in the hologram means to form 
a first converging spot at a first focal point and 5 
converging the diffracted light formed in the ho- 
logram means to form a second converging spot 
at a second focal point, the second focal point 
differing from the first focal point. 

10 

A compound objective lens according to claim 1 
in which 

a grating pattern is drawn in the hologram 
means in a concentric circle shape, 

the grating pattern of the hologram 15 
means is formed in relief to concentrically form 
alternating rows of bottom portions and top por- 
tions, 

a height H of relief in the grating pattern 
is set to: 20 

H < XJ(n(X) - 1), 
where a symbol X denotes a wavelength of the 
incident light and a symbol n(X) denotes a refrac- 
tive index of the hologram means made of a 
glass material for the incident light having the 25 
wavelength X, and 

a difference in phase modulation degree 
between the incident light passing through the 
bottom portions of the grating pattern and the in- 
cident light passing through the top portions of 30 
the grating pattern is lower than 2n radians to set 
a diffraction efficiency of the hologram means to 
a value lower than 100 %. 

A compound objective lens according to claim 2 35 
in which the grating pattern of the hologram 
means is partitioned into a plurality of pattern 
blocks which each are composed of one of the 
bottom portions and one of the top portions, and 

each block of the grating pattern is 40 
formed in a step-wise shape to blaze the grating 
pattern. 

A compound objective lens according to claim 1 
in which the hologram means is a phase modu- 45 
lation type of diffraction device made of a liquid 
crystal cell. 

A compound objective lens according to claim 1 
in which the hologram means is a phase modu- so 
lation type of diffraction device made of a bire- 
fringence material of which a surface part is pro- 
ton-exchanged. 

A compound objective lens according to claim 1 55 
in which 

the hologram means is partitioned into a 
pattern region and a no-pattern region sur- 



rounding the pattern region, 

a grating pattern is drawn in the pattern 
region of the hologram means in a concentric cir- 
cle shape, and 

a diameter of the grating pattern is small- 
er than an aperture of the lens means to transmit 
the incident light through the no-pattern region of 
the hologram means without any diffraction. 

7. A compound objective lens according to claim 6 
in which 

the grating pattern of the hologram 
means is formed in relief to concentrically form 
alternating rows of bottom portions and top por- 
tions in the pattern region, 

a thickness of the no-pattern region in the 
hologram means is set to an average value of 
those of the pattern region, and 

a phase of the incident light passing 
through the no-pattern region of the hologram 
means agrees with an average value of those of 
the incident light passing through the pattern re- 
gion of the hologram means. 

8. A compound objective lens according to clai m 2 
in which 

the hologram means is partitioned into a 
pattern region and a no-pattern region, 

the grating pattern is drawn in the pattern 
region of the hologram means, 

a diameter of the grating pattern is small- 
er than an aperture of the lens means to transmit 
the incident light through the no-pattern region of 
the hologram means without any diffraction, 

the grating pattern of the hologram 
means is partitioned into a plurality of pattern 
blocks which each are composed of one of the 
bottom portions and one of the top portions, 

each block of the grating pattern is 
formed in a step-wise shape and is composed of 
a flight of stairs, 

a thickness of the no-pattern region is set 
to a thickness of the pattern region at one of the 
stairs which is not a top stair or a bottom stair 
among the stairs, and 

a phase of the incident light passing 
through the no-pattern region of the hologram 
means agrees with an average value of those of 
the incident light passing through the pattern re- 
gion of the hologram means. 

9. A compound objective lens according to claim 1 
in which a first diffraction efficiency of the holo- 
gram means at a first region for the incident light 
differs from a second diffraction efficiency of 
the hologram means at a second region for the 
incident light. 
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1 0. A compound objective lens according to claim 2 
in which the height H of the relief in the grating 
pattern is gradually lowered toward an outer di- 
rection of a pattern region in which the grating 
pattern is drawn, and 5 

a diffraction efficiency of the hologram 
means for the incident light is gradually lowered 
toward the outer direction of the pattern region. 

11. A compound objective lens according to claim 1 10 
in which the transmitted light converged by the 
lens means passes through a first information 
medium having a first thickness from its front 
surface to its rear surface to form the first con- 
verging spot on the rear surface of the first infor- 15 
mat ion medium, and the diffracted light con- 
verged by the lens means passes through a sec- 
ond information medium having a second thick- 
ness from its front surface to its rear surface to 
form the second converging spot on the rear sur- 20 
face of the second information medium, the sec- 
ond thickness differing from the first thickness. 

12. A compound objective lens according to claim 11 

in which the hologram means functions as a con- 25 
cave lens for the diffracted light to diverge the 
diffracted light from the hologram means, and 

the first thickness of the first information 
medium is shorter than the second thickness of 
the second information medium. 30 

13. Acompound objective lens according to claim 12 
in which 

a grating pattern is drawn in a pattern re- 
gion of the hologram means in a concentric circle 35 
shape, 

the grating pattern of the hologram 
means is formed in relief to concentrically form 
alternating rows of bottom portions and top por- 
tions, 40 

a difference in phase modulation degree 
between the incident light transmitting through 
the bottom portions of the grating pattern and 
the incident light transmitting through the top 
portions of the grating pattern is lower than 2n 45 
radians to set a diffraction efficiency of the ho- 
logram means for the incident light to a value low- 
er than 100 %, and 

the diffraction efficiency is gradually low- 
ered toward an outer direction of the pattern re- 50 
gion. 

14. Acompound objective lens according to claim 12 
in which a difference between the first thickness 

and the second thickness ranges from 50 urn to 55 
1.0 mm. 

15. Acompound objective lens according to claim 2 



in which 

the grating pattern of the hologram 
means is partitioned into a plurality of pattern 
blocks which each are composed of one of the 
bottom portions and one of the top portions, 

each block of the grating pattern is 
formed in a step-wise shape and is composed of 
a flight of stairs, 

an inclined angle of the stairs is gradually 
lowered toward an outer direction of a pattern re- 
gion in which the grating pattern is drawn to 
gradually lower the height H of the relief in the 
grating pattern toward the outer direction of the 
pattern region, and 

a diffraction efficiency of the hologram 
means for the incident light is gradually lowered 
toward the outer direction of the pattern region. 

1 6. A compound objective lens according to claim 2 
in which 

the grating pattern of the hologram 
means is partitioned into a plurality of pattern 
blocks which each are composed of one of the 
bottom portions and one of the top portions, 

each block of the grating pattern at a cen- 
ter portion of a pattern region in which the grat- 
ing pattern is drawn is formed in a first step-wise 
shape and is composed of a first flight of four 
stairs, 

an inclined angle of the first flight is grad- 
ually lowered toward an outer direction of the 
pattern region to gradually lower the height H of 
the relief in the center portion toward the outer 
direction of the pattern region, 

each block of the grating pattern at a per- 
ipheral portion of the pattern region is formed in 
a second step-wise shape and is composed of a 
second flight of two stairs, 

an inclined angle of the second flight is 
gradually lowered toward an outer direction of 
the pattern region to gradually lower the height 
H of the relief in the peripheral portion toward the 
outer direction of the pattern region, and 

a diffraction efficiency of the hologram 
means for the incident light is gradually lowered 
toward the outer direction of the pattern region. 

17. A compound objective lens according to claim 1 
in which the hologram means functions as a con- 
vex lens for the diffracted light to converge the 
diffracted light diffracted by the hologram 
means, 

the diffracted light converged by the lens 
means passes through a first information me- 
dium having a first thickness from its front sur- 
face to its rear surface to form the second con- 
verging spot on the rear surface of the first infor- 
mation medium, 
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the transmitted light converged by the 
lens means passes through a second informa- 
tion medium having a second thickness from its 
front surface to its rear surface to form the first 
converging spot on the rear surface of the sec- 
ond information medium, and 

the first thickness is shorter than the sec- 
ond thickness. 

18. A compound objective lens according to claim 17 
in which 

a grating pattern is drawn in a pattern re- 
gion of the hologram means in a concentric circle 
shape, 

the grating pattern of the hologram 
means is formed in relief to concentrically form 
alternating rows of bottom portions and top por- 
tions, 

a difference in phase modulation degree 
between the incident light passing through the. 
bottom portions of the grating pattern and the in- 
cident light passing through the top portions of 
the grating pattern is lower than 2n radians to set 
a diffraction efficiency of the hologram means to 
a value lower than 100 %, and 

a diffraction efficiency of the hologram 
means for the incident light is gradually lowered 
toward an outer direction of the pattern region. 

19. A compound objective lens according to claim 17 
in which a difference between the first thickness 
and the second thickness ranges from 50 urn to 
0.5 mm. 

20. A compound objective lens according to claim 2 
in which 

the height H of the relief in the grating pat- 
tern is gradually lowered toward an inner direc- 
tion of a pattern region in which the grating pat- 
tern is drawn, and 

a diffraction efficiency of the hologram 
means for the incident light is gradually lowered 
toward the inner direction of the pattern region. 

21. A compound objective lens according to claim 2 
in which 

the grating pattern of the hologram 
means is partitioned into a plurality of pattern 
blocks which each are composed of a bottom 
portion and a top portion, 

each block of the grating pattern is 
formed in a step-wise shape and is composed of 
a flight of stairs, 

an inclined angle of the stairs is gradually 
lowered toward an inner direction of a pattern re- 
gion in which the grating pattern is drawn to 
gradually lower the height H of the relief in the 
grating pattern toward the inner direction of the 



pattern region, and 

a diffraction efficiency of the hologram 
means for the incident light is gradually lowered 
toward the inner direction of the pattern region. 

5 

22. A compound objective lens according to claim 2 
in which 

the grating pattern of the hologram 
means is partitioned into a plurality of pattern 
10 blocks which each are composed of a bottom 

portion and a top portion, 

each block of the grating pattern at a cen- 
ter portion of a pattern region in which the grat- 
ing pattern is drawn is formed in a first step-wise 
15 shape and is composed of a first flight of four 

stairs, 

an inclined angle of the first flight is grad- 
ually lowered toward an inner direction of the 
pattern region to gradually lower the height H of 
20 the relief in the center portion toward the inner 

direction of the pattern region, 

each block of the grating pattern at a per- 
ipheral portion of the pattern region is formed in 
a second step-wise shape composed of a sec- 
25 ond flight of two stairs, 

an inclined angle of the second flight is 
gradually lowered toward an inner direction of 
the pattern region to gradually lower the height 
H of the relief in the peripheral portion toward the 
30 inner direction of the pattern region, and 

a diffraction efficiency of the hologram 
means for the incident light is gradually lowered 
toward the inner direction of the pattern region. 

35 23. A compound objective lens according to claim 17 
in which 

a grating pattern is drawn in a pattern re- 
gion of the hologram means in a concentric circle 
shape, 

40 the grating pattern of the hologram 

means is formed in relief to concentrically form 
alternating rows of bottom portions and top por- 
tions, 

a difference in phase modulation degree 
45 between the incident light passing through the 

bottom portions of the grating pattern and the in- 
cident light passing through the top portions of 
the grating pattern is lower than 2n radians to set 
a diffraction efficiency of the hologram means to 
50 a value lower than 100%, and a diffraction effi- 

ciency of the hologram means for the incident 
light is gradually lowered toward an inner direc- 
tion of the pattern region. 

55 24. Acompound objective lens according to any one 
of the preceding claims, additionally including: 
packaging means for unifying the hologram 
means and the lens means to fix a relative pos- 
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ition between the hologram means and the lens 
means. 

25. A compound objective lens according to any one 
of the preceding claims, in which the hologram 
means is formed on a curved surface of the lens 
means to integrally form the hologram means 
and the lens means. 

26. A compound objective lens according to any one 
of claims 1 to 24, in which the hologram means 
is formed on a plane surface of the lens means 
to integrally form the hologram means and the 
lens means. 



10 



15 



27. A compound objective lens according to any one 
of the preceding claims, in which a diffraction ef- 
ficiency of the hologram means defined as an ef- 
ficiency for changing the incident light to the dif- 
fracted light ranges from 30% to 70%. 2 o 

28. A compound objective lens according to any one 
of the preceding claims, in which the hologram 
means functions as a concave lens for the dif- 
fracted light to diverge the diffracted light from 25 
the hologram means, and 

a diffraction efficiency of the hologram 
means defined as an efficiency for changing the 
incident light to the diffracted light is equal to or 
less than 30%. 30 

29. A compound objective lens according to any one 
of the claims 1 to 27, in which the hologram 
means functions as a convex lens for the dif- 
fracted light to converge the diffracted light dif- 35 
f racted by the hologram means, and 

a diffraction efficiency of the hologram 
means defined as an efficiency for changing the 
incident light to the diffracted light is equal to or 
more than 70%. 4Q 

30. A compound objective lens according to claim 1 
in which 

a grating pattern is drawn on a flat sur- 
face of the hologram means, and 45 

a normal line of the flat surface of the ho- 
logram means is tilted from an optical axis of the 
lens means. 

31. A compound objective lens, comprising: 50 

lens means for converging a beam of first 
incident light on a front surface of a first informa- 
tion medium having a first thickness T1 and con- 
verging a beam of second incident light on a front 
surface of a second information medium having 55 
a second thickness T2 (T2<T1), the first incident 
light passing through the first information me- 
dium from its rear surface, and the second inci- 



56 



dent light passing through the second informa- 
tion medium from its rear surface; and 

aperture limiting means for selectively 
limiting an aperture of the lens means for the 
second incident light which is incident on the lens 
means, a second numerical aperture of the lens 
means for the second incident light which is inci- 
dent on the lens means being lower than a first 
numerical aperture of the lens means for the first 
incident light which is incident on the lens means. 

32. A compound objective lens according to claim 31 
in which 

the numerical aperture limiting means is 
formed of a hologram lens to transmit through 
the first incident light without any diffraction and 
diffracting the second incident light, the holo- 
gram lens functioning as a concave lens for the 
second incident light to diverge the second inci- 
dent light from the hologram lens, 

a grat ing pattern is drawn in the hologram 
lens in a concentric circle shape, 

the grating pattern of the hologram lens is 
formed in relief to concentrically form alternating 
rows of bottom portions and top portions, 

a height H of relief in the grating pattern 
is set to: 

H<X/(nft)-1), 
where a symbol X denotes a wavelength of the 
incident light and a symbol n(X) denotes a refrac- 
tive index of the hologram lens made of a glass 
material for the incident light having the wave- 
length X, and 

a difference in phase modulation degree 
between the incident light passing through the 
bottom portions of the grating pattern and the in- 
cident light passing through the top portions of 
the grating pattern is lower than 2n radians to set 
a diffraction efficiency of the hologram lens to a 
value lower than 100%. 

33. A compound objective lens, comprising: 

lens means for converging a beam of first 
incident light on a front surface of a first informa- 
tion medium having a first thickness and con- 
verging a beam of second incident light on a front 
surface of a second information medium having 
a second thickness, the first incident light pass- 
ing through the first information medium from its 
rear surface, and the second incident light pass- 
ing through the second information medium 
from its rear surface; and 

curvature changing means for changing a 
curvature of spherical waves of a part of incident 
light to form the first incident light which is inci- 
dent on the lens means and not changing a cur- 
vature of spherical waves of a remaining part of 
incident light to form the second incident light 
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which is incident on the lens means. 

34. A compound objective lens according to claim 33 
in which 

the curvature changing means is formed 5 
of a hologram lens to transmit through the re- 
maining part of the incident light without any dif- 
fraction to form the second incident light and dif- 
fracting the part of the incident light to form the 
first incident light, 10 

a grating pattern is drawn in the hologram 
lens in a concentric circle shape, 

the grating pattern of the hologram lens is 
formed in relief to concentrically form alternating 
rows of bottom portions and top portions, 15 

a height H of relief in the grating pattern 
is set to: 

H<X/(n(X)-1), 
where a symbol X denotes a wavelength of the 
incident light and a symbol n(X) denotes a ref rac- 20 
tive index of the hologram lens made of a glass 
material for the incident light having the wave- 
length X, and 

a difference in phase modulation degree 
between the incident light passing through the 25 
bottom portions of the grating pattern and the in- 
cident light passing through the top portions of 
the grating pattern is lower than 2n radians to set 
a diffraction efficiency of the hologram lens to a 
value lower than 100 %. 30 

35. An imaging optical system, comprising: 

a light source for radiating a beam of inci- 
dent light of which a far field pattern is distributed 
to decrease intensity of the incident light toward 35 
a peripheral portion of the beam; 

hologram means for transmitting a part of 
the incident light radiated from the light source 
without any diffraction to form a beam of trans- 
mitted light and diffracting a remaining part of 40 
the incident light to form a beam of diffracted 
light, a grating pattern being formed in relief in 
the hologram means to concentrically form alter- 
nating rows of bottom portions and top portions 
on condition that a height H of relief in the grating 45 
pattern is set to H < X/(n(X)-1) where a symbol X 
denotes a wavelength of the incident light and a 
symbol n(X) denotes a refractive index of the ho- 
logram means made of a glass material for the in- 
cident light having the wavelength X, a differ- 50 
ence in phase modulation degree between the 
incident light transmitting through the bottom 
portions of the grating pattern and the incident 
light transmitting through the top portions of the 
grating pattern being lower than 2n radians to 55 
set a diffraction efficiency of the hologram 
' means to a value lower than 1 00 %, the height H 
of the relief in the grating pattern being gradually 
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lowered toward an outer direction of a pattern re- 
gion in which the grating pattern is drawn, and 
the diffraction efficiency of the hologram means 
for the incident light being gradually lowered to- 
ward the outer direction of the pattern region to 
distribute intensity of the transmitted light in a 
gently-sloping shape; and 

lens means for converging the transmit- 
ted light formed in the hologram means to form 
a first converging spot at a first focal point and 
converging the diffracted light formed in the ho- 
logram means to form a second converging spot 
at a second focal point. 

36. An imaging optical system according to claim 35 
in which the hologram means functions as a con- 
cave lens for the diffracted light to diverge the 
diffracted light from the hologram means, 

the transmitted light converged by the 
lens means passes through a first information 
medium having a first thickness from its front 
surface to its rear surface to form the first con- 
verging spot on the rear surface of the first infor- 
mation medium, 

the diffracted light converged by the lens 
means passes through a second information 
medium having a second thickness from its front 
surface to its rear surface to form the second 
converging spot on the rear surface of the sec- 
ond information medium, the second thickness 
differing from the first thickness, and 

the first thickness is shorter than the sec- 
ond thickness. 

37. An imaging optical system according to claim 35 
in which the grating pattern of the hologram 
means is partitioned into a plurality of pattern 
blocks which each are composed of a bottom 
portion and a top portion, 

each block of the grating pattern is 
formed in a step-wise shape and is composed of 
a flight of stairs, and 

an inclined angle of the stairs is gradually 
lowered toward the outer direction of the pattern 
region to gradually lower the height H of the relief 
in the grating pattern toward the outer direction 
of the pattern region. 

38. An imaging optical system according to claim 35 
in which the hologram means functions as a con- 
vex lens for the diffracted light to converge the 
diffracted light diffracted by the hologram 
means, 

the diffracted light converged by the lens 
means passes through a first information me- 
dium having a first thickness from its front sur- 
face to its rear surface to form the second con- 
verging spot on the rear surface of the f irst infor- 
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mat ion medium, 

the transmitted light converged by the 
lens means passes through a second informa- 
tion medium having a second thickness from its 
front surface to its rear surface to form the first 5 
converging spot on the rear surface of the sec- 
ond information medium, and 

the first thickness is shorter than the sec- 
ond thickness. 

10 

39. An imaging optical system, comprising: 

a light source for radiating a beam of inci- 
dent light of which a far field pattern is distributed 
to decrease intensity of the incident light toward 
a peripheral portion of the beam; 75 

hologram means for transmitting a part of 
the incident light radiated from the light source 
without any diffraction to form a beam of trans- 
mitted light and diffracting a remaining part of 
the incident light to form a beam of diffracted 20 
light, a grating pattern being formed in relief in 
the hologram means to concentrically form alter- 
nating rows of bottom portions and top portions 
on condition that a height H of relief in the grating 
pattern is set to H < X/(n(X)-1) where a symbol X 25 
denotes a wavelength of the incident light and a 
symbol n(X) denotes a refractive index of the ho- 
logram means made of a glass material for the in- 
cident light having the wavelength A,, a differ- 
ence in phase modulation degree between the 30 
incident light passing through the bottom por- 
tions of the grating pattern and the incident light 
passing through the top portions of the grating 
pattern being lower than 2% radians to set a dif- 
fraction efficiency of the hologram means to a 35 
value lower than 100 %, the height H of the relief 
in the grating pattern being gradually lowered to- 
ward an inner direction of a pattern region in 
which the grating pattern is drawn, and the dif- 
fraction efficiency of the hologram means for the 40 
incident light being gradually lowered toward the 
inner direction of the pattern region to distribute 
intensity of the diffracted light in a gently-sloping 
shape; and 

lens means for converging the transmit- 45 
ted light formed in the hologram means to form 
a first converging spot at a first focal point and 
converging the diffracted light formed in the ho- 
logram means to form a second converging spot 
at a second focal point. 50 

40. An imaging optical system according to claim 39 
in which the hologram means functions as a con- 
cave lens for the diffracted light to diverge the 
diffracted light from the hologram means, 55 

the transmitted light converged by the 
lens means passes through a first information 
medium having a first thickness from its front 
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surface to its rear surface to form the first con- 
verging spot on the rear surface of the first infor- 
mation medium, 

the diffracted light converged by the lens 
means passes through a second information 
medium having a second thickness from its front 
surface to its rear surface to form the second 
converging spot on the rear surface of the sec- 
ond information medium, the second thickness 
differing from the first thickness, and 

the first thickness is shorter than the sec- 
ond thickness. 

41. An imaging optical system according to claim 39 
in which the grating pattern of the hologram 
means is partitioned into a plurality of pattern 
blocks which each are composed of one of the 
bottom portions and one of the top portions, 

each block of the grating pattern is 
formed in a stepwise shape composed of a flight 
of stairs, and 

an inclined angle of the stairs is gradually 
lowered toward the inner direction of the pattern 
region to gradually lower the height H of the relief 
in the grating pattern toward the inner direction 
of the pattern region. 

42. An imaging optical system according to claim 39 
in which the hologram meansf unctions as a con- 
vex lens for the diffracted light to converge the 
diffracted light diffracted by the hologram 
means, 

the diffracted light converged by the lens 
means passes through a first information me- 
dium having a first thickness from its front sur- 
face to its rear surface to form the second con- 
verging spot on the rear surface of the first infor- 
mation medium, 

the transmitted light converged by the 
lens means passes through a second informa- 
tion medium having a second thickness from its 
front surface to its rear surface to form the first 
converging spot on the rear surface of the sec- 
ond information medium, and 

the first thickness is shorter than the sec- 
ond thickness. 

43. An optical head apparatus for recording or repro- 
ducing a piece of information oh or from a first 
information medium having a first thickness or a 
second information medium having a second 
thickness, comprising: 

a light source for radiating a beam of inci- 
dent light; 

hologram means for transmitting a part of 
the incident light radiated from the light source 
without any diffraction on an outgoing path to 
form a beam of transmitted light and diffracting 
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a remaining part of the incident light radiated 
from the light source on the outgoing path to 
form a beam of diffracted light, the hologram 
means functioning as a lens for the diffracted 
light to diverge the diffracted light from the ho- 5 
logram means or converge the diffracted light; 

lens means for converging the transmit- 
ted light formed in the hologram means at a first 
focal length on the outgoing path to form a first 
converging spot at a front surface of the first in- 10 
formation medium or converging the diffracted 
light formed in the hologram means at a second 
focal length on the outgoing path to form a sec- 
ond converging spot at a front surface of the sec- 
ond information medium, the transmitted light 15 
passing through the first information medium 
from its rear surface, the transmitted light being 
reflected at the front surface of the first informa- 
tion medium and again passing through the lens 
means and the hologram means on an incoming, 20 
path, the diffracted light passing through the 
second information medium from its rear sur- 
face, and the diffracted light being reflected at 
the front surface of the second information me- 
dium and again passing through the lens means 25 
and the hologram means on the incoming path; 

wavefront changing means for changing a 
wavef ront of the transmitted light or the diffract- 
ed light passing through the lens means and the 
hologram means on the incoming path to form 30 
one or more beams of information light; and 

detecting means for detecting intensities 
of the information light formed by the wavefront 
changing means and generating an information 
signal according to the intensities of the informa- 35 
tion light, the information signal expressing a 
piece of information recorded on the first infor- 
mation medium or the second information me- 
dium. 

40 

44. An optical head apparatus according to claim 43 
in which 

a grating pattern is drawn in the hologram 
means in a concentric circle shape, 

the grating pattern of the hologram 45 
means is formed in relief to concentrically form 
alternating rows of bottom portions and top por- 
tions, 

a height H of relief in the grating pattern 
is set to: 50 

H<X/(n(X)-1), 
where a symbol X denotes a wavelength of the 
incident lightand a symbol n(X) denotes a refrac- 
tive index of the hologram means made of a 
glass material for the incident light having the 55 
wavelength X t and 

a difference in phase modulation degree 
between the incident light passing through the 



bottom portions of the grating pattern and the In- 
cident light passing through the top portions of 
the grating pattern is lower than 2n radians to set 
a diffraction efficiency of the hologram means to 
a value lower than 1 00 %. 

45. An optical head apparatus according to claim 43 
in which 

a far field pattern of the incident light radi- 
ated from the light source is distributed to de- 
crease intensity of the incident light toward a per- 
ipheral portion of its beam, and 

a diffraction efficiency of the hologram 
means for the incident light is gradually lowered 
toward an outer direction of the hologram means 
to distribute intensity of the transmitted light in a 
gently-sloping shape. 

46. An optical head apparatus according to claim 43 
in which 

a far field pattern of the incident light radi- 
ated from the light source is distributed to de- 
crease intensity of the incident light toward a per- 
ipheral portion of its beam, and 

a diffraction efficiency of the hologram 
means for the incident light is gradually lowered 
toward an inner direction of the hologram means 
to distribute intensity of the diffracted light in a 
gently-sloping shape. 

47. An optical head apparatus according to claim 43 
in which 

the hologram means functions as a con- 
cave lens for the diffracted light to diverge the 
diffracted light from the hologram means, and 

the first thickness of the first information 
medium is smaller than the second thickness of 
the second information medium. 

48. An optical head apparatus according to claim 43 
in which 

the hologram means functions as a con- 
vex lens for the diffracted light to converge the 
diffracted light diffracted by the hologram 
means, and 

the first thickness of the first information 
medium is larger than the second thickness of 
the second information medium. 

49. An optical head apparatus according to claim 44 
in which 

the grating pattern of the hologram 
means is partitioned into a plurality of pattern 
blocks which each are composed of one of the 
bottom portions and one of the top portions, and 

each block of the grating pattern is 
formed in a step-wise shape to blaze the grating 
pattern. 
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50. An optical head apparatus according to claim 43 
in which 

the hologram means is partitioned into a 
pattern region and a no-pattern region sur- 
rounding the pattern region, 5 

a grating pattern is drawn in the pattern 
region of the hologram means in a concentric cir- 
cle shape, and 

a diameter of the grating pattern is small- 
er than an aperture of the lens means to transmit 10 
the incident light through the no-pattern region of 
the hologram means without any diffraction. 

51. An optical head apparatus according to claim 50 
in which 

the grating pattern of the hologram 
means is formed in relief to concentrically form 
alternating rows of bottom portions and top por- 
tions in the pattern region, 

a thickness of the no-pattern region in the 20 
hologram means is set to an average value of 
those of the pattern region, and 

a phase of the incident light passing 
through the no-pattern region of the hologram 
means agrees with an average value of those of 25 
the incident light passing through the pattern re- 
gion of the hologram means. 



52. An optical head apparatus according to claim 44 

in which the height H of the relief in the grating 30 
pattern is gradually lowered toward an outer di- 
rection of a pattern region in which the grating 
pattern is drawn, and 

a diffraction efficiency of the hologram 
means for the incident light is gradually lowered 35 
toward the outer direction of the pattern region. 

53. An optical head apparatus according to claim 44 
in which the grating pattern of the hologram 
means is partitioned into a plurality of pattern 40 
blocks which each are composed of one of the 
bottom portions and one of the top portions, 

each block of the grating pattern is 
formed in a step-wise shape and is composed of 
a flight of stairs, 45 

an inclined angle of the stairs is gradually 
lowered toward an outer direction of a pattern re- 
gion in which the grating pattern is drawn to 
gradually lower the height H of the relief in the 
grating pattern toward the outer direction of the 50 
pattern region, and 

a diffraction efficiency of the hologram 
means for the incident light is gradually lowered 
toward the outer direction of the pattern region. 

55 

54. An optical head apparatus according to claim 44 
in which the height H of the relief in the grating 
pattern is gradually lowered toward an inner di- 

60 



rection of a pattern region in which the grating 
pattern is drawn, and 

a diffraction efficiency of the hologram 
means for the incident light is gradually lowered 
toward the inner direction of the pattern region. 

55. An optical head apparatus according to claim 44 
in which the grating pattern of the hologram 
means is partitioned into a plurality of pattern 
blocks which each are composed of a bottom 
portion and a top portion, 

each block of the grating pattern is 
formed in a step-wise shape and is composed of 
a flight of stairs, 

an inclined angle of the stairs is gradually 
lowered toward an inner direction of a pattern re- 
gion in which the grating pattern is drawn to 
gradually lower the height H of the relief in the 
grating pattern toward the inner direction of the 
pattern region, and 

a diffraction efficiency of the hologram 
means for the incident light is gradually lowered 
toward the inner direction of the pattern region. 

56. An optical head apparatus according to claim 43 
in which 

the detecting means comprises a pair of 
focus error detectors for detecting intensities of 
two beams of first information light selected 
among the information light to generate the in- 
formation signal and a focus error signal, and 
four tracking error detectors for detecting inten- 
sities of four beams of second information light 
selected among the information light to generate 
a tracking error signal, a position of the lens 
means being adjusted according to the focus er- 
ror signal and the tracking error signal to focus 
the transmitted light or the diffracted light on the 
first information medium or the second informa- 
tion medium. 

57. An optical head apparatus according to claim 43 
in which 

a beam of first information light is gener- 
ated in the wavef ront changing means to have a 
first focal point in the front of the detecting 
means, 

a beam of second information light is gen- 
erated in the wavefront changing means to have 
a second focal point in the rear of the detecting 
means, and 

the detecting means comprises a pair of 
focus error detectors for detecting an intensity of 
the first information light and an intensity of the 
second information light to generate a focus er- 
ror signal, a position of the lens means being ad- 
justed according to the focus error signal to focus 
the transmitted light or the diffracted light on the 
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first information medium or the second informa- 
tion medium, and the information signal being 
detected in the focus error detectors. 

58. An optical head apparatus according to claim 43 5 
in which 

the wavefront changing means is a holo- 
gram having a plurality types of grating patterns, 
and 

the transmitted light or the diffracted light 10 
passing through one of the grating patterns of 
the hologram means is changed to one of the in- 
formation light. 

59. , An optical head apparatus according to claim 43 1 5 
in which 

the wavefront changing means is an as- 
tigmatic aberration generating unit for generat- 
ing an astigmatic aberration in the information 
light, and 20 

the detecting means comprises a quad- 
rant photo-detector having four detecting sec- 
tions for detecting an intensity of the information 
light having the astigmatic aberration to gener- 
ate the information signal and servo signals 25 
such as a focus error signal and a tracking error 
signal, a position of the lens means being adjust- 
ed according to the servo signals to focus the 
transmitted light or the diffracted light on the 
first information medium or the second informa- 30 
tion medium. 

60. An optical head apparatus according to claim 59 
in which 

the astigmatic aberration generating unit 35 
is formed of a plane parallel plate of which a nor- 
mal line is tilted from an optical axis. 

61. An optical head apparatus according to claim 59 
in which 40 

the astigmatic aberration generating unit 
is formed of a cylindrical lens. 

62. An optical head apparatus according to claim 43 
in which 

a grating pattern is drawn on a flat sur- 
face of the hologram means, and 

a normal line of the flat surface of the ho- 
logram means is tilted from an optical axis of the 
lens means. so 



63. An optical head apparatus according to claim 
43, additionally including: 

a polarized beam splitter for totally trans- 
mitting the incident light which is radiated from 
the light source and is linearly polarized in a first 
direction and totally reflecting light linearly pola- 
rized at a second direction perpendicular to the 



first direction; and 

a 1/4-X plate for forming the transmitted 
light or the diffracted light linearly polarized in 
the second direction by passing the incidentlight 
transmitting through the polarized beamsplitter 
or a pair of the transmittedlight and the diffract- 
ed light on the outgoing path and passing the 
transmitted light or the diffracted light on the in- 
coming path, the transmitted light or the diffract- 
ed light linearly polarized in the second direction 
by the 1/4-X plate being reflected by the pola- 
rized beam splitter on the outgoing path and be- 
ing incident on the wavefront converging means. 

64. An optical head apparatus according to claim 
43, additionally including a wedge-like prism for 
reshaping the incident light racjiated from the 
light source, the incident light reshaped being in- 
cident on the hologram means. 

65. An optical head apparatus according to claim 43 
in which 

the first thickness of the first information 
medium is smaller than the second thickness of 
the second information medium,. 

the wavefront changing means comprises 
a beam splitter for transmitting the diffracted 
light which transmits through the hologram 
means without any diffraction on the incoming 
path to form a beam of first information light hav- 
ing an astigmatic aberration r and reflecting the 
transmitted light which transmits through the ho- 
logram means without any diffraction on the in- 
coming path, and a wavefront changing unit for 
changing a wavefront of the transmitted light re- 
flected by the beam splitter to form a plurality of 
beams of second information light, and 

the detecting means comprises a quad- 
rant photo-detector having four detecting sec- 
tions for detecting an intensity of the first infor- 
mation light transmitting through the beam split- 
ter to generate a first information signal and ser- 
vo signals such as a first focus error signal and 
a first tracking error signal, a pair of focus error 
detectors for detecting intensities of two beams 
of second information light formed in the wave- 
front changing unit to generate a second infor- 
mation signal and a second focus error signal, 
and four tracking error detectors for detecting in- 
tensities of four beams of second information 
light formed in the wavefront changing unit to 
generate a second tracking error signal, a posi- 
tional relation between the lens means and the 
second information medium being adjusted ac- 
55 cording to the servo signals to focus the diffract- 

ed light on the second information medium, a 
positional relation between the lens means and 
the first information medium being adjusted ac- 
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cording to the second focus error signal and the 
second tracking error signal to focus the trans- 
mitted light on the first information medium, the 
first information signal expressing the informa- 
tion recorded on the second information me- s 
dium, and the second information signal ex- 
pressing the information recorded on the first in- 
formation medium. 

66. An optical head apparatus according to claim 43 w 
in which 

the first thickness of the first information 
medium is smaller than the second thickness of 
the second information medium, 

the wavefront changing means comprises 15 
a beam splitter having a wavef ront changing unit 
for transmitting the transmitted light which 
transmits through the hologram means without 
any diffraction on "the incoming path to form a 
beam of first information light having an astig- 20 
matic aberration and diffracting and reflecting 
the diffracted light which transmits through the 
hologram means without any diffraction on the 
incoming path and is incident oh the wavefront 
changing unit to form a plurality of beams of sec- 25 
ond information light; and 

the detecting means comprises a quad- 
rant photo-defector having four detecting sec- 
tions for detecting an intensity of the first infor- 
mation light transmitting through the beam split- 30 
ter to generate a first information signal and ser- 
vo signals such as a first focus error signal and 
a first tracking error signal, a pair of focus error 
detectors for detecting intensities of two beams 
of second information light formed in the wave- 35 
front changing unit to generate a second infor- 
mation signal and a second focus error signal, 
and four tracking error detectors for detecting in- 
tensities of four beams of second information 
light formed in the wavefront changing unit to 40 
generate a second tracking error signal, a posi- 
tional relation between the lens means and the 
first information medium being adjusted accord- 
ing to the servo signals to focus the transmitted 
light on the first information medium, a posit ion- 45 
al relation between the lens'means and the sec- 
ond information medium being adjusted accord- 
ing to the second focus error signal and the sec- 
ond tracking error signal to focus the diffracted 
light on the second information medium, the first 50 
information signal expressing the information 
recorded on the first information medium, and 
the second information signal expressing the in- 
formation recorded on the second information 
medium. 

55 

67. An optical head apparatus according to claim 43 
in which 
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the first thickness of the first information 
medium is smaller than the second thickness of 
the second information medium, 

the transmitted light converged by the 
lens means on the- outgoing "path is also con- 
verged at the front surface of the second infor- 
mation medium in defocus and is reflected to 
again pass through the lens means and the ho- 
logram means without any diffraction on the in- 
coming path, 

the wavefront changing means comprises 
a beam splitter having a wavefront changing unit 
for transmitting the diffracted light which trans- 
mits through the hologram means without any 
diffraction on the incoming path to form a beam 
of first information light having an astigmatic 
aberration and diffracting the transmitted light 
which is converged on the second information 
medium in defocus and'is incident on the wave- 
front changing unit to form a plurality of beams 
of second information light l and 

the detecting means comprises a quad- 
rant photo-detector having* fbur detecting sec- 
tions for detecting in defocus ain intensity of the 
first information light transmitting through the 
beam splitter to generate a first information sig- 
nal expressing the information recorded on the 
second information medium and detecting in fo- 
cus intensities of the second information light 
diffracted in the waveifront changing unit to gen- 
erate a focus error signal, a positional relation 
between the lens means and the second infor- 
mation medium being adjusted according to the 
focus error signal to focus the diffracted light on 
the second information medium. 

68. An optical head apparatus according to claim 43 
in which 

the first thickness of the first information 
medium is larger than the second thickness of 
the second information medium, 

the wavefront changing means comprises 
a beam splitter for transmitting the diffracted 
light again diffracted by the hologram means on 
the incoming path to form a beam of first infor- 
mation light having an astigmatic aberration and 
reflecting the transmitted light diffracted by the 
hologram means on the incoming path, and a 
wavefront changing unit for changing a wave- 
front of the transmitted light reflected by the 
beam splitter to form a plurality of beams of sec- 
ond information light, and 

the detecting means comprises a quad- 
rant photo-detector having four detecting sec- 
tions for detecting an intensity of the first infor- 
mation light transmitting through the beam split- 
ter to generate a first information signal and ser- 
vo signals such as a first focus error signal and 
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a first tracking error signal, a pair of focus error 
detectors for detecting intensities of two beams 
of second information. light formed in the wave- 
front changing unit to generate a second infor- 
mation signal and a second focus error signal, 5 
and four tracking error detectors for detecting in- 
tensities of four beams of second information 
light formed in the wavefront changing unit to 
generate a second tracking error signal, a posi- 
tional relation between the lens means and the 10 
second information medium being adjusted ac- 
cording to the servo signals to focus the diffract- 
ed light on the second information medium, a 70. 
positional relation between the lens means and 
the first information medium being adjusted ac- 15 
cording to the second focus error signal and the 
second tracking error signal to focus the trans- 
mitted light on the f irst information medium, the 
first information signal expressing the informa- 
tion recorded on the second information me- 20 
dium, and the second information signal ex- 
pressing the information recorded on the first in- 
formation medium. 

69. An optical head apparatus according to claim 43 25 
in which 

the first thickness of the first information 
medium is larger than the second thickness of 
the second information medium, 

the wavefront changing means comprises 30 
a beam splitter having a wavefront changing unit 
for transmitting the transmitted light diffracted 
by the hologram means on the incoming path to 
form a beam of first information light having an 
astigmatic aberration and diffracting and re- 35 
fleeting the diffracted light which is again dif- 
fracted by the hologram means on the incoming 
path and is incident on the wavefront changing 
unit to form a plurality of beams of second infor- 
mation light, and 40 

the detecting means comprises a quad- 
rant photo-detector having four detecting sec- 
tions for detecting an intensity of the f irst infor- 
mation light transmitting through the beam split- 
ter to generate a first information signal and ser- 45 
vo signals such as a first focus error signal and 
a f irst tracking error signal, a pair of focus error 
detectors for detecting intensities of two beams 
of second information light formed in the wave- 
front changing unit to generate a second infor- so 
mation signal and a second focus error signal, 
and four tracking error detectors for detecting in- 
tensities of four beams of second information 
light formed in the wavefront changing unit to 
generate a second tracking error signal, a posi- 55 
tional relation between the lens means and the 
first information medium being adjusted accord- 
ing to the servo signals to focus the transmitted 



light on the first information medium, a position- 
al relation between the lens means and the sec- 
ond information medium being adjusted accord- 
ing to the second focus error signal and the sec- 
ond tracking error signal to focus the diffracted 
light on the second information medium, the first 
information signal expressing the information 
recorded on the first information medium, and 
the second information signal expressing the in- 
formation recorded on the second information 
medium. 

An optical head apparatus according to claim 43 
in which 

the hologram means is partitioned into a 
central region and a peripheral region surround- 
ing the central region, 

a first grating pattern is drawn in the cen- 
tral region of the hologram means in a concentric 
circle shape, 

a second grating pattern is drawn in the 
peripheral region of the hologram means in a 
non-concentric shape, 

the transmitted light transmits through 
the central region of the hologram means without 
any diffraction on the outgoing and incoming 
paths, 

a part of the incident light radiated from 
the light source transmits through the peripheral 
region of the hologram means on the outgoing 
path to form a beam of noise cancelling light 
which is converged by the lens means to form a 
third converging spot surrounding the first con- 
verging spot, 

the noise cancelling lightforming the third 
converging spot passes through the lens means 
and is diffracted in the peripheral region of the 
hologram means on the incoming path, 

the detecting means comprises a first 
photo detector for detecting an intensity of the 
transmitted light transmitting through the central 
region of the hologram means without any dif- 
fraction on the incoming path to generate a first 
information signal component SC1 expressing a 
piece of information recorded on the first infor- 
mation medium, and a second photo detector for 
detecting an intensity of the . noise cancelling 
light diffracted in the peripheral region of the ho- 
logram means on the incoming path to generate 
a second information signal component SC2 ex- 
pressing the information, a noise cancelled in- 
formation signal Snc being obtained by adding 
the f irst information signal component SC1 and 
a multiplied second information signal compo- 
nent RxSC2 which is obtained by multiplying the 
second information signal component SC2 by a 
weighting factor R. 
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71. An optica! head apparatus according to claim 70 
in which 

the peripheral region of the hologram 
means is partitioned into a first side peripheral 
region and a second side peripheral region fac- 5 
ing each other with the central region between 
the first and second side peripheral region, 

a far field pattern of the incident lightradi- 
ated from the light source is distributed to de- 
crease intensity of the incident light toward a per- 10 
iphera! portion of its beam, 

a cross-sectional beam profile of the inci- 
dent light radiated from the light source is in an 
ellipt ic shape in which a beam divergent angle of 
the incident light in a perpendicular direction is 15 
larger than that in a horizontal direction, 

the incident light placed at one side of its 
beam in the perpendicular direction passes 
through the first side peripheral region of the ho- 
logram means to form a part of the noise cancel- 20 
Hng light, 

the incident light placed at the other side 
of its beam in the perpendicular direction passes 
through the second side peripheral region of the 
hologram means to form a remaining part of the 25 
noise cancelling light, and 

a cross-sectional beam profile of light de- 
fined as the combination of the transmitted light 
and the noise cancelling light is in a circular 
shape ' 30 

72. An optical head apparatus according to claim 70 
in which 

the peripheral region of the hologram 
means is partitioned into a first side peripheral 35 
region and a second side peripheral region fac- 
ing each other with the central region between 
the first and second side peripheral region, 

a second photo detector of the detecting 
means is composed of a first noise cancelling 40 
detector for detecting an intensity of the noise 
cancelling light formed in the first side peripheral 
region of the hologram means to generate a third 
information signal component SC3 expressing 
the information, and a second noise cancelling 45 
detector for detecting an intensity of the noise 
cancelling lightformed in the second side periph- 
eral region of the hologram means to generate a 
fourth information signal component SC4 ex- 
pressing the information, the noise cancelled in- so 
formation signal Snc being obtained according 
to an equation: 

Snc = SC1 + R1 x SC3 + R2 x SC4, 
where R1 is a first weighting factor and R2 is a 
second weighting factor. 55 

73. An optical head apparatus according to claim 43 
in which 
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the light source arid the detecting means 
are placed on a substrate to fix a relative posi- 
tion between the light source and the detecting 
means, and 

the light source is placed closely to the de- 
tecting means. 

74. An optical head apparatus according to claim 43 
in which 

the incident light radiated from the light 
source is linearly polarized in a first direction, 

the wavefront changing means comprises 
a transparent substrate, a polarizing separation 
film formed on a front surface of the transparent 
substrate for reflecting the incident light linearly 
polarized in the first direction on the outgoing 
path and refracting the transmitted light or the 
diffracted light linearly polarized in a second di- 
rection perpendicular to the first direction on the 
incoming path, a hologram formed on a rear sur- 
face of the transparent substrate for diffracting 
the transmitted light or the diffracted light re- 
fracted by the polarizing separation film to form 
the beams of information light, and a 1/4-A, plate 
for forming i the transmitted light or the diffracted 
light linearly polarized in the second direction by 
passing the incident light reflected by the polar- 
izing separation film and passing the transmit- 
ted light or the diffracted light on the incoming 
path. 

75. An optical head apparatus for recording or repro- 
ducing a piece of information on or from a first 
information medium having a first thickness T1 
or a second information medium having a sec- 
ond thickness 12 (T1 <T2), comprising: 

lens means for converging a beam of first 
incident light on a front surface of a first informa- 
tion medium having a first thickness T1 or con- 
verging a beam of second incident light on a front 
surface of a second information medium having 
a second thickness T2 (T2<T1), the first incident 
light passing through the first information me- 
dium from its rear surface, and the second inci- 
dent light passing through the second informa- 
tion medium from its rear surface; 

aperture limiting means for selectively 
limiting an aperture of the lens means for the 
second incident light which is incident on the lens 
means, a second numerical aperture of the lens 
means for the second incident light which is inci- 
dent on the lens means being lower than a first 
numerical aperture of the lens means for the first 
incident light which is incident on the lens means, 
the first incident light being reflected at the front 
surface of the first information medium and 
again passing through the lens means and the 
aperture limiting means on an incoming path, 
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and the second incident light being reflected at 
the front surface of the second information me- 
dium and again passing through the lens means 
and the aperture limiting means on the incoming 
path; 5 

a light source for radiating the first inci- 
dent light and the second incident light to the 
aperture limiting means; 

wavef ront changing means for changing a 
wavefront of the first or second incident light 10 
passing through the lens means and the aper- 
ture limiting means on the incoming path to form 
one or more beams of information light; and 

detecting means for detecting intensities 
of the information light formed by the wavefront 1 5 
changing means and generating an information 
signal according to the intensities of the informa- 
tion light, the information signal expressing a 
piece of information recorded on the first infor- 
mation medium or the second information me- 20 
dium. 

76. An optical head apparatus according to claim 75 
in which 

the numerical aperture limiting means is 25 
formed of a hologram lens to transmit through 
the first incident light without any diffraction and 
diffracting the second incident light, the holo- 
gram lens functioning as a concave lens for the 
second incident light to diverge the second inci- 30 
dent light from the hologram lens, 

a grating pattern is drawn in the hologram 
lens in a concentric circle shape, 

the grating pattern of the hologram lens is 
formed in relief to concentrically form alternating 35 
rows of bottom portions and top portions, 

a height H of relief in the grating pattern 
is set to: 

H<W(n(X)-1), 
where a symbol X denotes a wavelength of the 40 
incident light and a symbol n(X) denotes a refrac- 
tive index of the hologram lens made of a glass 
material for the incident light having the wave- 
length X, and 

a difference in phase modulation degree 45 
between the incident light passing through the 
bottom portions of the grating pattern and the in- 
cident light passing through the top portions of 
the grating pattern is lower than 2n radians to set 
a diffraction efficiency of the hologram lens to a 50 
value lower than 100 %. 

77. An optical head apparatus for recording or repro- 
ducing a piece of information on or from a first 
information medium having a f irst thickness or a 55 
second information medium having a second 
thickness, comprising: 

lens means for converging a beam of first 



incident light on a front surface of the first infor- 
mation medium and converging a beam of sec- 
ond incident light on a front surface of the sec- 
ond information medium, the first incident light 
passing through the first information medium 
from its rear surface, and the second incident 
light passing through the second information 
medium from its rear surface; and 

curvature changing means for changing a 
curvature of spherical waves of a part of incident 
light to form the first incident light which is inci- 
dent on the lens means and not changing a cur- 
vature of spherical waves of a remaining part of 
incident light to form the second incident light 
which is incident on the lens means, the first in- 
cident light being reflected at the front surface of 
the first information medium and again passing 
through the lens means and the curvature 
changing means on an incoming path, and the 
second incident light being reflected at the front 
surface of the second information medium and 
again passing through the lens means and the 
curvature changing means on the incoming 
path; 

a light source for radiating the incident 
light to the curvature changing means; 

wavefront changing means for changing a 
wavefront of the first or second incident light 
passing through the lens means and the curva- 
ture changing means on the incoming path to 
form one or more beams of information light; and 

detecting means for detecting intensities 
of the information light formed by the wavefront 
changing means and generating an information 
signal according to the intensities of the informa- 
tion light, the information signal expressing a 
piece of information recorded on the first infor- 
mation medium or the second information me- 
dium. 

78. An optical head apparatus according to claim 77 
in which 

the curvature changing means is formed 
of a hologram lens to transmit through the re- 
maining part of the incident light without any dif- 
fraction to form the second incident light and dif- 
fracting the part of the incident light to form the 
first incident light, 

a grating pattern is drawn in the hologram 
lens in a concentric circle shape, 

the grating pattern of the hologram lens is 
formed in relief to concentrically form alternating 
rows of bottom portions and top portions, 

a height H of relief in the grating pattern 
is set to: 

H<X/(n(X)-1), 
where a symbol X denotes a wavelength of the 
incident light and a symbol r\(X) denotes a ref rac- 
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live index of the hologram tens made of a glass 
material for the incident light having the wave- 
length X, and 

a difference in phase modulation degree 
between the incident light passing through the 5 
bottom portions of the grating pattern and the in- 
cident light passing through the top portions of 
the grating pattern is lower than 2% radians to set 
a diffraction efficiency of the hologram lens to a 
value lower than 100 %. 

79. An optical disk, comprising: 

an information recording substrate parti- 
t ioned into a first region and a second region, the 
first region having a first thickness, and the sec- is 
ond region having a second thickness smaller 
than the first thickness; 

a plurality of first recording pits placed at 
the first region of the information recording sub- 
strate for recording pieces of recording informa- 20 
tion at a high recording density, the first record- 
ing pits being formed at narrow intervals; and 

a plurality of second recording pits placed 
at the second region of the information recording 
substrate for recording pieces of distinguishing 25 
information at an ordinary recording density of a 
compact disk, the distinguishing information in- 
forming that the recording information are re- 
corded on the information recording substrate 
having the first thickness, and the recording den- 30 
sity of the recording information being higher 
than that of the distinguishing information. 

80. An optical disk according to claim 79 in which the 
first thickness of the first region ranges from 35 
0.4mm to 0.8mm, and the second thickness of 

the second region is 1.2mm. 

81. An optical disk, comprising: 

an information recording substrate hav- 40 
mg a thin thickness, the thin thickness of the in- 
formation recording substrate being thinner than 
that of a compact disk; 

a plurality of first recording pits placed at 
a first region of the information recording sub- 45 
strate for recording pieces of recording informa- 
tion at a high recording density, the first record- 
ing pits being formed at narrow intervals; and 

a plurality of second recording pits placed 
at a second region of the information recording so 
substrate for recording pieces of distinguishing 
information at a low recording density, the distin- 
guishing information informing that the record- 
ing information are recorded on the information 
recording substrate having the thin thickness 55 
the recording density of the recording informa- 
tion being higher than that of the distinguishing 
information, each of the second recording pits 



being larger than that of a recording pit in the 
compact disk, and a converging spot of a beam 
of reproducing light, which is converged to focus 
on an ordinary recording pit formed on a sub- 
strate having an ordinary thickness of the com- 
pact disk, being formed in one of the second re- 
cording pits to read the distinguishing informa- 
tion. 

82. An optical disk according to claim 81 in which the 
thin thickness of the information recording sub- 
strate ranges from 0.4mm to 0.8mm. 

83. An optical disk apparatus for recording or repro- 
ducing pieces of recording information on or 
from an optical disk in which the recording infor- 
mation are recorded orreproduced at a high den- 
sity on or from a first substrate having a first 
thickness and a piece of distinguishing informa- 
tion informing that the recording information are 
recorded or reproduced on or from the first sub- 
strate having the first thickness is recorded at an 
ordinary density on a second substrate having a 
second thickness larger than the first thickness 
comprising: 

rotating means for rotating the optical 
disk at a regular speed; 

a light source for radiating a beam of inci- 
dent light; 

hologram means for transmitting a part of 
the incident light radiated from the light source 
without any diffraction on an outgoing path to 
form a beam of transmitted light and diffracting 
a remaining part of the incident light radiated 
from the light source on the outgoing path to 
form a beam of diffracted light, the hologram 
means functioning as a lens for the diffracted 
light to diverge the diffracted light from the ho- 
logram means; 

lens means for converging the transmit- 
ted light formed in the hologram means on the 
first substrate of the optical disk rotated by the 
rotating means to record or reproduce a piece of 
recording information on or from the optical disk 
and converging the diffracted lightformed in the 
hologram means on the second substrate of the 
optical disk rotated by the rotating means to re- 
produce the distinguishing information from the 
optical disk, the transmitted light being reflected 
by the first substrate of the optical disk and 
again passing through the lens means and the 
hologram means on an incoming path, and the 
diffracted light being reflected by the second 
substrate of the optical disk and again passing 
through the lens means and the hologram means 
on the incoming path; 

wavefront changing means for changing a 
wavefront of the transmitted light passing 
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through the lens means and the hologram means 
on the Incoming path to form one or more beams 
of recording information light and changing a wa- 
vef ront of the diffracted light passing through the 
lens means and the hologram means on the in- 5 
coming path to form one or more beams of dis- 
tinguishing Information light; 

detecting means for detecting intensities 
of the recording information light formed by the 
wavef ront changing means to generate a record- 10 
ing information signal according to the intensi- 
ties of the recording information light and detect- - 
ing intensities of the distinguishing information 
light formed by the wavef ront changing means to 
generate a distinguishing information signal ac- is 
cording to the intensities of the distinguishing in- 
formation light, the distinguishing information 
signal expressing the distinguishing information 
recorded on the second substrate of the optical 
disk, and the recording information signal ex- 20 
pressing the recording information recorded on 
the first substrate of the optical disk; and 

moving means for moving an optical head 
apparatus comprising the light source, the holo- 
gram means, the lens means and the detecting 25 
means to converge the diffracted light formed in 
the hologram means on the second substrate of 
the optical disk and moving the optical head ap- 
paratus, in which the diffracted light formed in 
the hologram means is converged on the second 30 
substrate of the optical disk, to converge the 
transmitted light formed in the hologram means 
on the first substrate of the optical disk in cases 
where the distinguishing information is detected 
in the detecting means. 35 

84. An optical disk apparatus according to claim 83 
in which 

a grating pattern is drawn in the hologram 
means in a concentric circle shape, 40 

the grating pattern of the hologram 
means is formed in relief to concentrically form 
alternating rows of bottom portions and top por- 
tions, 

a height H of relief in the grating pattern 45 
is set to: 

H<X7(n(X)-1), 
where a symbol X denotes a wavelength of the 
incident light and a symbol n(X) denotes a refrac- 
tive index of the hologram means made of a 50 
glass material for the incident light having the 
wavelength X, and 

a difference in phase modulation degree 
between the incident light passing through the 
bottom portions of the grating pattern and the in- 55 
cident light passing through the top portions of 
the grat ing pattern is lower than 2n radians to set 
a diffraction efficiency of the hologram means to 



a value lower than 100 %. 

85. An optical disk apparatus according to claim 83 
in which 

the detecting means comprises a pair of 
focus error detectors for detecting intensities of 
two beams of first recording information light se- 
lected among the recording information light to 
generate the recording information signal and a 
first focus error signal and detecting intensities 
of two beams of first distinguishing information 
light selected among the distinguishing informa- 
tion light to generate the distinguishing informa- 
tion signal and a second focus error signal, and 
four tracking error detectors for detecting inten- 
sities of four beams of second recording informa- 
tion light selected among the recording informa- 
tion light to generate a first tracking error signal 
and detecting intensities of four beams of sec- 
ond distinguishing information light selected 
among the distinguishing information light to 
generate a second tracking error signal, a posi- 
tion of the lens means being adjusted according 
to the first focus error signal and the first track- 
ing error signal to focus the transmitted light on 
the first substrate of the optical disk, and a pos- 
ition of the lens means being adjusted according 
to the second focus error signal and the second 
tracking error signal to focus the diffracted light 
on the second substrate of the optical disk. 

86. An optical disk apparatus according to claim 83 
in which 

the wavef ront changing means is an as- 
tigmatic aberration generating unit for generat- 
ing an astigmatic aberration in the recording in- 
formation light and the distinguishing informa- 
tion light, and 

the detecting means comprises a quad- 
rant photo-detector having four detecting sec- 
tions for detecting an intensity of the recording 
information light having the astigmatic aberra- 
tion to generate the recording information signal 
and first servo signals such as a first focus error 
signal and a first tracking error signal and de- 
tecting an intensity of the distinguishing informa- 
tion light having the astigmatic aberration to 
generate the distinguishing information signal 
and second servo signals such as a second fo- 
cus error signal and a second tracking error sig- 
nal, a position of the lens means being adjusted 
according to the first servo signals to focus the 
transmitted light on the first substrate of the opt- 
ical disk, and a position of the lens means being 
adjusted according to the second servo signals 
to focus the diffracted light on the second sub- 
strate of the optical disk. 
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87. An optical disk apparatus for recording or repro- 
ducing pieces of recording information on or 
from an optica! disk in which the recording infor- 
mation are recorded or reproduced ata high den- 
sity on or from a first substrate having a thin 5 
thickness thinner than that of a compact disk and 
a piece of distinguishing information informing 
that the recording information are recorded or re- 
produced on or from the first substrate having 
the thin thickness is recorded at a low density on 10 
a second substrate having the thin thickness, 
comprising: 

rotating means for rotating the optical 
disk at a regular speed; 

a light source for radiating a beam of inci- 15 
dent light; 

hologram means for transmitting a part of 
the incident light radiated from the light source 
without any diffraction on an outgoing path to 
form a beam of transmitted light and diffracting 20 
a remaining part of the incident light radiated 
from the light source on the outgoing path to 
form a beam of diffracted light, the hologram 
means functioning as a lens for the diffracted 
light to diverge the diffracted light from the ho- 25 
logram means; 

lens means for converging in focus the 
transmitted light formed in the hologram means 
on the first substrate of the optical disk rotated 
by the rotating means to record or reproduce a 30 
piece of recording information on or from the 
optical disk and converging in defocus the dif- 
fracted light formed in the hologram means on 
the second substrate of the optical disk rotated 
by the rotating means to reproduce the distin- 35 
guishing information from the optical disk, the 
transmitted light being reflected by the first 'sub- 
strate of the optical disk and again passing 
through the lens means and the hologram means 
on an incoming path, and the diffracted light be- 40 
mg reflected by the second substrate of the opt- 
ical disk and again passing through the lens 
means and the hologram means on the incominq 
path; 

wavefront changing means for changing a 45 
wavefront of the transmitted light passing 
through the lens means and the hologram means 
on the incoming path to form one or more beams 
of recording information light and changing a wa- 
vefront of the diffracted light passing through the 50 
lens means and the hologram means on the in- 
coming path to form one or more beams of dis- 
tinguishing information light; 

detecting means for detecting intensities 
of the recording information light formed by the 55 
wavefront changing means to generate a record- 
ing information signal according to the intensi- 
ties of the recording informat ion light and detect- 

fift 



Ing intensities of the distinguishing information 
lightformed by the wavefront changing means to 
generate a distinguishing information signal ac- 
cording to the intensities of the distinguishing i 
nformation light, the distinguishing information 
signal expressing the distinguishing information 
recorded on the second substrate of the optical 
disk, and the recording information signal ex- 
pressing the recording information recorded on 
the first substrate of the optical disk; and 

moving means for moving an optical head 
apparatus comprising the light source, the holo- 
gram means, the lens means and the detecting 
means, to converge the diffracted lightformed in 
the hologram means in defocus on the second 
substrate of the optical disk and moving the opt- 
ical disk, in which the diffracted lightformed in 
the hologram means is converged on the second 
substrate of the optical disk in defocus, to con- 
verge the transmitted light formed in the holo- 
gram means bn the first substrate of the optical 
disk in focus in cases where an intensity of the 
distinguishing information signal generated in 
the detecting means is larger than a threshold 
value. 

88. An optical disk apparatus according to claim 87 
in which 

a grating pattern is drawn in the hologram 
means in a concentric circle shape, 

the grating pattern of the hologram 
means is formed in relief to concentrically form 
alternating rows of bottom portions and top por- 
tions, 

a height H of relief in the grating pattern 
is set to: 

H<*y(n(X)-1), 
where a symbol X denotes a wavelength of the 
incident light and a symbol n(X) denotes a refrac- 
tive index of the hologram means made of a 
glass material for the incident light having the 
wavelength X, and 

a difference in phase modulation degree 
between the incident light passing through the 
bottom portionsof the grating patternand the in- 
cident light passing through the top portions of 
the grating pattern is lower than 2n radians to set 
a diffraction efficiency of the hologram means to 
a value lower than 1 00 %. 

89. An optical disk apparatus according to claim 87 
in which 

the detecting means comprises a pair of 
focus error detectors for detecting intensities of 
two beams of first recording information light se- 
lected among the recording information light to 
generate the recording information signal and a 
first focus error signal and detecting intensities 
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of two beams of first distinguishing information 
light selected among the distinguishing informa- 
tion light to generate the distinguishing informa- 
tion signal and a second focus error signal, and 
four tracking error detectors for detecting inten- 5 
sities of four beams of second recording informa-^ 
tion light selected among the recording informa- 
tion light to generate a first tracking error signal 
and detecting intensities of four beams of sec- 
ond distinguishing information light selected 10 
among the distinguishing information light to 
generate a second tracking error signal, a posi- 
tion of the lens means being adjusted according 
to the first focus error signal and the first track- 
ing error signal to focus the transmitted light on 15 
the first substrate of the optical disk, and a pos- 
ition of the lens means being adjusted according 
to the second focus error signal and the second 
tracking error signal to focus the diffracted light 
on the second substrate of the optical disk. 20 

90. An optical disk apparatus according to claim 87 
in which 

the wavef ront changing means is an as- 
tigmatic aberration generating unit for generat- 25 
ing an astigmatic aberration in the recording in- 
formation light and the distinguishing informa- 
tion light, and 

the detecting means comprises a quad- 
rant photo-detector having four detecting sec- 30 
tions for detecting an intensity of the recording 
information light having the astigmatic aberra- 
tion to generate the recording information signal 
and first servo signals such as a first focus error 
signal and a first tracking error signal and de- 35 
tecting an intensity of the distinguishing informa- 
tion light having the astigmatic aberration to 
generate the distinguishing information signal 
and second servo signals such as a second fo- 
cus error signal and a second tracking error sig- 40 
nal, a position of the lens means being adjusted 
according to the first servo signals to focus the 
transmitted light on the first substrate of the opt- 
ical disk, and a position of the lens means being 
adjusted according to the second servo signals 45 
to focus the diffracted light on the second sub- 
strate of the optical disk. 

91. A binary focus microscope for simultaneously 
observing a first image put on a first image so 
plane and a second image put on a second im- 
age plane, comprising: 

an objective lens for refracting a beam of 
first light diverging from the first image and a 
beam of second light diverging from the second 55 
image, a first distance between the objective 
lens and the first image of the first image plane 
differing from a second distance between the 



objective lens and the second image of the sec- 
ond image plane; 

a hologram lens for transmitting the first 
light refracted by the objective lens without any 
diffraction to form a beam of transmitted light 
and diffracting the second light refracted by the 
objective lens to form a beam of diffracted light, 
the hologram lens functioning as a lens for the 
second light to pass the diffracted light through 
the same optical path as the transmitted light 
passes through, and a beam of superposed light 
being formed of the transmitted light and the dif- 
fracted light; 

an inner lens for converging the super- 
posed light formed by the hologram lens at an 
image point of a third image plane to simultane- 
ously form the first image and the second image 
enlarged on the third image plane; and 

an ocular lens for converging the super- 
posed light which is converged by the inner lens 
and diverges from the image point to simultane- 
ously form the first image and the second image 
moreover enlarged. 

92. A binary focus microscope according to claim 91 
in which 

a grating pattern is drawn in the hologram 
lens in a concentric circle shape, 

the grating pattern of the hologram lens is 
formed in relief to concentrically form alternating 
rows of bottom portions and top portions, 

a height H of relief in the grating pattern 
is set to: 

H<A7(n(X)-1), 
where a symbol X denotes a wavelength of the 
f irst and second light and a symbol n(X) denotes 
a refractive index of the hologram lens made of 
a glass material for the first and second light hav- 
ing the wavelength X, and 

a difference in phase modulation degree 
between the f irst or second light passing through 
the bottom portions of the grating pattern and 
the first or second light passing through the top 
portions of the grating pattern is lower than 2n 
radians to set a diffraction efficiency of the ho- 
logram lens to a value lower than 100 %. 

93. A binary focus microscope according to claim 92 
in which the grating pattern of the hologram lens 
is partitioned into a plurality of pattern blocks 
which each are composed of one of the bottom 
portions and one of the top portions, and 

each block of the grating pattern is 
formed in a step-wise shape to blaze the grating 
pattern. 

94. A binary focus microscope according to claim 91 
in which 
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the hologram lens is partitioned into a 
pattern region and a no-pattern region sur- 
rounding the pattern region, 

a grating pattern is drawn in the pattern 
region of the hologram lens in a concentric circle 5 
shape, and 

a diameter of the grating pattern is small- 
er than an aperture of the objective lens to trans- 
mit the first light through the no-pattern region of 
the hologram lens without any diffraction. 10 

95. A binary focus microscope according to claim 94 
in which 

the grating pattern of the hologram lens is 
formed in relief to concentrically form alternating 15 
rows of bottom portions and top portions in the 
pattern region, 

a thickness of the no-pattern region in the 
hologram lens is set to an average value of those 
of the pattern region, and 20 

a phase of the first light passing through 
the no-pattern region of the hologram lens 
agrees with an average value of those of the first 
light passing through the pattern region of the 
hologram lens. 0 . 

96. A binary focus microscope according to claim 92 
in which 

the height H of the relief in the grating pat- 
tern is gradually lowered toward an outer direc- 30 
tion of a pattern region in which the grating pat- 
tern is drawn, and 

a diffraction efficiency of the hologram 
lens for the second light is gradually lowered to- 
ward the outer direction of the pattern region. 35 

97. A binary focus microscope according to claim 92 
in which the grating pattern of the hologram lens 
is partitioned into a plurality of pattern blocks 
which each are composed of one of the bottom 40 
portions and one of the top portions, 

each block of the grating pattern is 
formed in a step-wise shape and is composed of 
a flight of stairs, 

an inclined angle of the stairs is gradually 45 
lowered toward an outer direction of a pattern re- 
gion in which the grating pattern is drawn to 
gradually lower the height H of the relief in the 
grating pattern toward the outer direction of the 
pattern region, and 50 

a diffraction efficiency of the hologram 
lens for the second light is gradually lowered to- 
ward the outer direction of the pattern region. 



98. A binary focus microscope according to claim 92 
in which 

the height H of the relief in the grating pat- 
tern is gradually lowered toward an inner direc- 
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tion of a pattern region in which the grating pat- 
tern is drawn, and 

a diffraction efficiency of the hologram 
means for the second light is gradually lowered 
toward the inner direction of the pattern region. 

99. A binary focus microscope according to claim 92 
in which 

the grating pattern of the hologram lens is 
partitioned into a plurality of pattern blocks 
which each are composed of a bottom portion 
and a top portion, 

each block of the grating pattern is 
formed in a step-wise shape and is composed of 
a flight of stairs, 

an inclined angle of the stairs is gradually 
lowered toward an inner direction of a pattern re- 
gion in which the grating pattern is drawn to 
gradually lower the height H of the relief in the 
grating pattern toward the inner direction of the 
pattern region, and 

a diffraction efficiency of the hologram 
lens for the second light is gradually lowered to- 
ward the inner direction of the pattern region. 

100. A binary focus microscope for simultaneously 
observing a first image put on a first image 
plane and a second image put on a second im- 
age plane, comprising: 

an objective lens for refracting a beam of 
first light diverging from the first image and a 
beam of second light diverging from the second 
image, a first distance between the objective 
lens and the first image of the first image plane 
differing from a second distance between the 
objective lens and the second image of the sec- 
ond image plane; 

a hologram lens for transmitting the first 
light refracted by the objective lens without any 
diffraction to form a beam of transmitted light 
and diffracting the second light refracted by the 
objective lens to form a beam of diffracted light, 
the hologram lens functioning as a lens for the 
second light to pass the diffracted light through 
the same optical path as the transmitted light 
passes through, and a beam of superposed light 
being formed of the transmitted light and the dif- 
fracted light; 

an inner lens for converging the super- 
posed light formed by the hologram lens at an 
image point of a third image plane to simultane- 
ously form the first image and the second image 
enlarged on the third image plane; and 

photographing means for photographing 
a superposed image formed of the first and sec- 
ond images enlarged on the third image plane by 
converging the superposed light in the inner 
lens. 
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101. A binary focus microscope according to claim 

100 in which 

a grating pattern is drawn in the hologram 
lens in a concentric circle shape, 

the grating pattern of the hologram lens is 5 
formed in relief to concentrically form alternating 
rows of bottom portions and top portions, 

a height H of relief in the grating pattern 
is set to: 

H<>J(n(X,)-1), 10 
where a symbol X denotes a wavelength of the 
first and second light and a symbol n(X) denotes 
a refractive index of the hologram lens made of 
a glass material for the first and second light hav- 
ing the wavelength X f and 15 

a difference in phase modulation degree 
between the first or second light passing through 
the bottom portions of the grating pattern and 
the first or second light passing through the top 
portions of the grating pattern is lower than 2n 20 
radians to set a diffraction efficiency of the ho- 
logram lens to a value lower than 100 %. 

102. A binary focus microscope according to claim 

101 in which 25 

. the grating pattern of the hologram lens is 
partitioned into a plurality of pattern blocks 
which each are composed of one of the bottom 
portions and one of the top portions, and 

each block of the grating pattern is 30 
formed in a step-wise shape to blaze the grating 
pattern. 

103. A binary focus microscope according to claim 

100 in which 35 

the hologram lens is partitioned into a 
pattern region and a no-pattern region sur- 
rounding the pattern region, 

a grating pattern is drawn in the pattern 
region of the hologram lens in a concentric circle 40 
shape, and 

a diameter of the grating pattern is small- 
er than an aperture of the objective lens to trans- 
mit the first light through the no-pattern region of 
the hologram lens without any diffraction. 45 

104. A binary focus microscope according to claim 
103 in which 

the grating pattern of the hologram lens is 
formed in relief to concentrically form alternating so 
rows of bottom portions and top portions in the 
pattern region, 

a thickness of the po-pattern region in the 
hologram lens is set to an average value of those 
of the pattern region, and 55 

a phase of the first light passing through 
the no-pattern region of the hologram lens 
agrees with an average value of those of the first 



light passing through the pattern region of the 
hologram iens. 

105. A binary focus microscope according to claim 
101 in which 

the height H of the relief in the grating pat- 
tern is gradually lowered toward an outer direc- 
tion of a pattern region in which the grating pat- 
tern is drawn, and 

a diffraction efficiency of the hologram 
lens for the second light is gradually lowered to- 
ward the outer direction of the pattern region. 

106. A binary focus microscope according to claim 
101 in which the grating pattern of the hologram 
lens, is partitioned into a plurality of pattern 
blocks which each are composed of one of the 
bottom portions and one of the top portions, 

each block of the grating pattern is 
formed in a step-wise shape and is composed of 
a flight of stairs, 

an inclined angle of the stairs is gradually 
lowered toward an outer direction of a pattern re- 
gion in which the grating pattern is drawn to 
gradually lower the height H of the relief in the 
grating pattern toward the outer direction of the 
pattern region, and 

a diffraction efficiency of the hologram 
lens for the second light is gradually lowered to- 
ward the outer direction of the pattern region. 

107. A binary focus microscope according to claim 
101 in which 

the height H of the relief in the grating pat- 
tern is gradually lowered toward an inner direc- 
tion of a pattern region in which the grating pat- 
tern is drawn, and, 

a diffraction efficiency of the hologram 
means for the second light is gradually lowered 
toward the inner direction of the pattern region. 

108. A binary focus microscope according to claim 
101 in which 

the grating pattern of the hologram lens is 
partitioned into a plurality of pattern blocks 
which each are composed of a bottom portion 
and a top portion, 

each block of the grating pattern is 
formed in a step-wise shape and is composed of 
a flight of stairs, 

an inclined angle of the stairs is gradually 
lowered toward an inner direction of a pattern re- 
gion in which the grating pattern is drawn to 
gradually lower the height H of the relief in the 
grating pattern toward the inner direction of the 
pattern region, and 

a diffraction efficiency of the hologram 
lens for the second light is gradually lowered to- 
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ward the inner direction of the pattern region. 

1 09. An alignment apparatus for aligning a first refer- 
ence image'drawn on a photomask with a sec- 
ond reference image drawn on a sample, com- 5 
prising: 

a light source for radiating beams of align- 
ment light to illuminate the first and second ref- 
erence images; 

an objective lens for refracting both a 10 
beam of first alignment light diverging from the 
first reference image and a beam of second 
alignment light diverging from the second refer- 
ence image which are illuminated with the align- 
ment light radiated from the light source, a first 15 
distance between the objective lens and the first 
reference image of the photomask differing from 
a second distance between the objective lens 
and the second reference image of the sample; 

a hologram lens for transmitting the first 20 
alignment light refracted by the objective lens 
without any dif taction to form a beam of trans- 
mitted light and diffracting the second alignment 
light refracted by the objective lens to form a 
beam of diffracted light, the hologram lens f unc- 25 
tioning as a lens for the second alignment light 
to pass the diffracted light through the same opt- 
ical path as the transmitted light passes through, 
and a beam of superposed light being formed of 
the transmitted light and the diffracted light; 30 

an inner lens for converging the super- 
posed light formed by the hologram lens at an 
image point of an image plane to simultaneously 
form the first and second reference images en- 
larged on the image plane, an optica] axis pass- 35 
ing through centers of the objective lens, the ho- 
logram lens and the inner lens; 

photographing means for photographing 
a superposed image formed of the first and sec- 
ond images enlarged on the image plane by con- 40 
verging the superposed light in the inner lens- 
and 

moving means for moving the photomask 
or the sample according to the superposed im- 
age photographed by the photographing means 45 
to align the first reference image with the second 
reference image along the optical axis. 
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110. An alignment apparatus according to claim 109 
in which 

a grating pattern is drawn in the hologram 
lens in a concentric circle shape, 

the grating pattern of the hologram lens is 
formed in relief to concentrically form alternating 
rows of bottom portions and top portions, 55 

a height H of relief in the grating pattern 
is set to: 

H < X7(n(X) - 1), 
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where a symbol \ denotes a wavelength of the 
first and second reference light and a symbol 
n(X) denotes a refractive index of the hologram 
lens made of a glass material for the first and 
second reference light having the wavelength X, 
and 

a difference in phase modulation degree 
between the first or second reference light pass- 
ing through the bottom portions of the grating 
pattern and the first or second reference light 
passing through the top portions of the grating 
pattern is lower than 2* radians to set a diffrac- 
tion efficiency of the hologram lens to a value 
lower than 100 %. 

111. An alignment apparatus according to claim 110 
in which 

the grating pattern of the hologram lens is 
partitioned into a plurality of pattern blocks 
which each are composed of one of the bottom 
portions and one of the top portions, and 

each block of the grating pattern is 
formed in a step-wise shape to blaze the grating 
pattern. 

112. An alignment apparatus according to claim 109 
in which 

the hologram lens is partitioned into a 
pattern region and a no-pattern region sur- 
rounding the pattern region, 

a grating pattern is drawn in the pattern 
region of the hologram lens in a concentric circle 
shape, and 

a diameter of the grating pattern is small- 
er than an aperture of the objective lens to trans- 
mit the first reference light through the no-pat- 
tern region of the hologram lens without any dif- 
fraction. 

113. An alignment apparatus according to claim 112 
in which 

the grating pattern of the hologram lens is 
formed in relief to concentrically form alternating 
rows of bottom portions and top portions in the 
pattern region, 

a thickness of the no-pattern region in the 
hologram lens is set to an average value of those 
of the pattern region, and 

a phase of the first reference light passing 
through the no-pattern region of the hologram 
lens agrees with an average value of those of the 
first reference light passing through the pattern 
region of the hologram lens. 

114. An alignment apparatus according to claim 110 
in which 

the height H of the relief in the grating pat- 
tern is gradually lowered toward an outer direc- 
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tion of a pattern region in which the grating pat- 
tern is drawn, and 

a diffraction efficiency of the hologram 
lens for the second reference light is gradually 
lowered toward the outer direction of the pattern 5 
region. 

115. An alignment apparatus according to claim 110 
in which 

the grating pattern of the hologram lens is 10 
partitioned into a plurality of pattern blocks 
which each are composed of one of the bottom 
portions and one of the top portions, 

each block of the grating pattern is 
formed in a step-wise shape and is composed of 15 
a flight of stairs, 

an inclined angle of the stairs is gradually 
lowered toward an outer direction of a pattern re- 
gion in which the grating pattern is drawn to 
gradually lower the height H of the relief in the 20 
grating pattern toward the outer direction of the 
pattern region, and 

a diffraction efficiency of the hologram 
lens for the second reference light is gradually 
lowered toward the outer direction of the pattern 25 
region. 

116. An alignment apparatus according to claim 110 
in which 

the height H of the relief in the grating pat- 30 
tern is gradually lowered toward an inner direc- 
tion of a pattern region in which the grating pat- 
tern is drawn, and 

a diffraction efficiency of the hologram 
means for the second reference light is gradually 35 
lowered toward the inner direction of the pattern 
region. 

117. An alignment apparatus according to claim 110 

in which 40 

the grating pattern of the hologram lens is 
partitioned into a plurality of pattern blocks 
which each are composed of a bottom portion 
and a top portion, 

each block of the grating pattern is 45 
formed in a step-wise shape and is composed of 
a flight of stairs, 

an inclined angle of the stairs is gradually 
lowered toward an inner direction of a pattern re- 
gion in which the grating pattern is drawn to 50 
gradually lower the height H of the relief in the 
grating pattern toward the inner direction of the 
pattern region, and 

a diffraction efficiency of the hologram 
lens for the second reference light is gradually 55 
lowered towtrd the inner direction of the pattern 
region. 



Afocusing method for focusing light on a first in- 
formation medium having a first thickness or a 
second information medium having a second 
thickness to record or reproduce a piece of infor- 
mation on or from the first information medium 
or the second information medium, comprising 
the steps of: 

moving an optical head apparatus in a di- 
rection to decrease or increase the distance be- 
tween the optical head apparatus and the first or 
second information medium, the optical head 
apparatus comprising 

a light source for radiating a beam of inci- 
dent light, 

hologram means for transmitting a part of 
the incident light radiated from the light source 
without any diffraction on an outgoing path to 
form a beam of transmitted light and diffracting 
a remaining part of the incident light radiated 
from the light source on the outgoing path to 
form a beam of diffracted light, the hologram 
means functioning as a lens for the diffracted 
light to diverge the diffracted light from the ho- 
logram means or converge the diffracted light, 

lens means for converging the transmit- 
ted light formed in the hologram means at a f irst 
focal length on the outgoing path to form a first 
converging spot at a front surface of the first in- 
formation medium or converging the diffracted 
light formed in the hologram means at a second 
focal length on the outgoing path to form a sec- 
ond converging spot at a front surface of the sec- 
ond information medium, the transmitted light 
being incident on a rear surface of the first infor- 
mation medium and being converged at the front 
surface of the first information medium, the 
transmitted light being reflected at the rear sur- 
face of the first information medium and again 
passing through the lens means and the holo- 
gram means on an incoming path, the diffracted 
light being incident on a rear surface of the sec- 
ond information medium and being converged at 
the front surface of the second information me- 
dium, and the diffracted light being reflected at 
the rear surface of the first information medium 
and again passing through the lens means and 
the hologram means on the incoming path, 

wavef ront changing means for changing a 
wavef ront of the transmitted light or the diffract- 
ed light passing through the lens means and the 
hologram means on the incoming path to form 
one or more beams of information light, and 

detecting means for detecting intensities 
of the information light formed by the wavef ront 
changing means and generating an information 
signal and a focus error signal according to the 
intensities of the information light, the informa- 
tion signal expressing a piece of information re- 
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corded on the first information medium or the 

second information medium; 

judging whether or not an intensity of the 

focus error signal generated in the detecting 
means is larger than a threshold value; and 5 

adjusting the position of the optical head 
apparatus to decrease the intensity of the focus 
error signal to zero when the intensity of the focus 
error signal becomes larger than the threshold 
value. 

10 

119. An information reproducing method for repro- 
ducing a piece of recording information from an 
optical disk in which the recording information 
are recorded at a high density on a first sub- 15 
strate having a first thickness and a piece of dis- 
tinguishing information informing that the re- 
cording information are recorded on the first 
substrate is recorded at an ordinary density on 
a second substrate having a second thickness 20 
larger than the first thickness, comprising the 
step of: 

moving an optical disk apparatus under 
the second substrate of the optical disk, the opt- 
ical disk comprising 25 

rotating means for rotating the optical 
disk at a regular speed, 

a light source for radiating a beam of inci- 
dent light; 

hologram means for transmitting a part of 30 
the incident light radiated from the light source 
without any diffraction on an outgoing path to 
form a beam of transmitted light and diffracting 
a remaining part of the incident light radiated 
from the light source on the outgoing path to 35 
form a beam of diffracted light, the hologram 
means functioning as a lens for the diffracted 
light to diverge the diffracted light from the ho- 
logram means, 

lens means for converging the transmit- 40 
. ted light formed in the hologram means on the 
first substrate of the optical disk rotated by the 
rotating means to record or reproduce a piece of 
recording information on or from the optical disk 
and converging the diffracted light formed in the 45 
hologram means on the second substrate of the 
optical disk rotated by the rotating means to re- 
produce the distinguishing information from the 
optical disk, the transmitted light being reflected 
by the first substrate of the optical disk and so 
again passing through the lens means and the 
hologram means on an incoming path, and the 
diffracted light being reflected by the second 
substrate of the optical disk and again passing 
through the lens means and the hologram means 55 
on the incoming path, 

wavefront changing means for changing a 
wavefront of the transmitted light passing 



through the leris means and the hologram means 
on the incoming path to form one or more beams 
of recording information light and changing a wa- 
vefront of the diffracted light passing through the 
lens means and the hologram means on the in- 
coming path to form one or more beams of dis- 
tinguishing information light, and 

detecting means for detecting intensities 
of the recording information light formed by the 
wavefront changing means to generate a record- 
ing information signal according to the intensi- 
ties of the recording information light and detect- 
ing intensities of the distinguishing information 
light formed by the wavefront changing means to 
generate a distinguishing information signal ac- 
cording to the intensities of the distinguishing in- 
formation light, the distinguishing information 
signal expressing the distinguishing information 
recorded on the second substrate of the optical 
disk, and the recording information signal ex- 
pressing the recording information recorded on 
the first substrate of the optical disk; and 

_ converging the diffracted light on the sec- 
ond substrate of the optical disk to reproduce the 
distinguishing information; 

moving the optical disk apparatus to a 
position under the first substrate of the optical 
disk to converge the transmitted light on the first 
substrate of the optical disk when the distinguish- 
ing information is detected in the detecting 
means; and 

reproducing the recording information by 
generating the recording information signal in the 
detecting means. 
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(57) A compound objective lens is composed of a 
hologram lens for transmitting a part of incident 
light without any diffraction to form a beam of 
transmitted light and diffracting a remaining 
part of the incident light to form a beam of 
first-order diffracted light, and an objective lens 
for converging the transmitted light to form a 
first converging spot on a front surface of a thin 
type of first information medium and converg- 
ing the diffracted light to form a second con- 
verging spot on a front surface of a thick type of 
second information medium. Because the 
hologram lens selectively functions as a con- 
cave lens for the diffracted light, a curvature of 
the transmitted light differs from that of the 
diffracted light. Therefore, even though the first 
and second information mediums have different 
thicknesses, the transmitted light incident on a 
rear surface of the first information medium is 
converged on the its front surface, and the 
diffracted light incident on a rear surface of the 
second information medium is converged on 
the its front surface. That is, the compound 
objective lens has two focal points. 
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